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PREFACE, 


G OME private bufinefs carrying me ine 
._» to the fouth of Wales, gave birth to 
the Six Weeks Tour, which I wrote chiefly 
as an amufement on the road; nor was [ 
fenfible that the papers might be of ufe, till 
I fat down to confider them again. It then 
appeared to me, that a view of Englifh 
agriculture would be ferviceable. | 
The public, by a very kind reception of 
it, has confirmed the idea, and induced 
me to undertake a more extenfive Tour.— 
But as my time before was limited, and I 
had other things to regard befides my book, 
I determined to have no other employment 
in my new journey, and to take fuch means 
of procuring intelligence, as were open to 
a perfon, who could command fo few ad- 
vantages, | 
With this view, I inferted the following 
advertifement, in many of the London pas 
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pers, and in all the country ones, pubhifhed 
near my intended rout. 


The AuTuor of. the Six Weeks Tour 
‘thro’ the fouthern counties of England and 
Wales, propofing to undertake this fummer a 
Tour through Ture Nortu.or ENGLAND, 
begs leave to requeft fuch of the nobility, 
gentry, landlords, farmers, and others, as 
poflefs, or are acquainted with, any par- 
ticular improvements, experyments, cuf- 
toms, implements, @&e. in the agricul- 
ture of the following counties, viz. Hert- 
fordfhire, Bedfordfhire, Huntingdonflire, Nor 
thamptenfbire, Rutlandjbire, Leicefterfoire, 
Nottinghamflire, Lincolnfhire, Derbyflire, 
Yorkfhire, Durham, Northumberland, Cum- 
berland, Weftmoreland, Lancafbire, Chefhire, 
Shropfhire, Staffordfhire, Worcefterfhire, War- 
wick/kire, and Buekingbamfhire, to inform 
him of fuch circumftances, with exact di- 
rections to the places where fuch improve- 
ments, €c. are carried on. He fhould not 
take the hberty of this general addrefs to 
perfons unknown, were it not, that he 
might probably, without this previous in- 
timation, overlook many improvements 
and exveriments in hufbandry, and return 
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unacquainted with many practices, imple- 
ments, Fc. which deferve to be univerfally 
known. And it certainly is of indifput- 
able confequence to the welfare of agricul- 
ture, that every thing commendable 1n the 
practice of it, fhould not be confined to 
particular diftricts, but publifhed for gene- 
ral good. The Author 1s not unacquainted 
with the improvement of wafte lands by 
marle, clay, chalk, &c. with the clover, 
turnip, and carrot hufbandry; and the 
culture of the modern artificial graffes ; and 
fhall with the utmoft readinefs impart the 
little knowledge he poffeffes, to any who 
may think his opinion of the leaft confe- 
quence, as he travels with the fincereft defire 
of being ferviceable to the interefts of huf- 
bandry. His principal aim is agriculture; 
but he fhall not pafs the feats of the no- 
bility and gentry, without viewing them. — 

Thofe who favour him with their ad- 
drefs, are defired to direct to the Tue Au- 
THOR OF THE Six Weexs Tour, to the 
eare of Mr, W. Nicoll, St. Pauls Church- 
yard, London. 


The effect of this intimation, was not 
fo advantageous as I expected: However, 
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1 determined to take every meafure that 
was requifite, for procuring intelligence ; 
and marked no certain rout, defigning to 
turn to the right or left, whenever I heard 
of any thing worthy the leaft attention. 
Anunremitted induftry, made fome amends 
for the want of better advantages, and I 
compenfated the lofs of fuch intelligence 
as gentlemen alonecan give, by applications 
to many farmers.——This was in general 
the cafe, from London to York. 

I {pent the race-week in that city, which 
accident, brought me acquainted with fe- 
veral gentlemen, famous in the north for 
their love of agriculture, and the uncom- 
mon {pirit with which they practice it. I 
was received by them with much politenefs, 
and the intelligence they gave me is un- 
doubtedly the moft valuable part of thefe 

ects, 

Now it muft furely be apparent, that the 
value of fuch a work, asI at prefent offer to 
the public, muft inevitably depend on the 
nature of the intelligence I receive ; and this 
in fo great a degree, that 1t would be vanity 
in me to pretend to any merit from the 
compilation ; for as to the refleétions which 
{ fubjoin, they are fo obvious, that I think 
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no one could have failed making the fame; 
and moft certainly many others will occur, 
which have efcaped me. This Tour, is 
therefore ufeful in proportion to the value 
of my authorities : Common farmers have 
given me very fenfible accounts of common 
practices; but few of them enter into the 
fpirit of fuch an undertaking ,—fome were 
jealous of my defigns ;—and none of them 
try experiments, and regifter them —In all 
thefe points, I have found many gentlemen 
extremely fatisfactory——By their means, 
(in fending for their tenants, &c.) I have 
been enabled to gain complete accounts of 
common hufbandry,——and have been fa- 
voured with the particulars of many ex- 
periments, that cannot fail of pleafing and 
inftructing. Some regifters of this fort I in- 
fert, which J am confident will do honour 
to the age, and be of the greateft ufe to 
hufbandry. 

In feveral parts of the journey I had “not 
thefe advantages, it was therefore impof- 
fible for me to make ufe of them. The 
inferiority of fuch parts of this regifter is 
not to be laid to my account ;—-but to tnofe 
who could have given me better intelli- 
gence, but neglected or flig) ited the under- 
taking. 
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T muft confefs, that I have dwelt fo much 
on the idea of rendering my general defign 
complete, that I wifh for the opportunity 
of extending the Tour through every part 
of Great Britain and Ireland, and prefent- 
ing the public a complete work. 

Were I to receive the encouragement 
that was necefflary, and which confifts only 
in the intimation of defigned intelligence, 
J fhould proceed with the undertaking—— 
finifh the account of England and Wales, 
-——travel over Scot/and, and make the tour | 
of Ireland: But I have already found the 
advantages of the beft authority too much, 
to depend on that alone which chance may 
throw in my way. 

That fuch an extenfion cf the journey 
might be of fome ufe, 1s undoubted: 
the remaining parts muft contain many 
praGiices that deferve to be generally 
known ;.and likewife numerous inftances 
of general bad hufbandry, that require ex- 
planation, in order for a remedy.——The 
more a man views the agriculture of vari- 
ous foils, the readier and better able is he 
to propose methods of improvement. There 
muft alfo, in fuch tracts, be many gentle- 
men, who have practifed hufbandry with 
brufual attention, and who have noted 
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their experiments and obfervations ; fome 
would probably confent to their publica- 
tion. Porrricat ARITHMETIC might 
reap great benefit ; for moft of the points 
that form the foundation of national cal- 
culations would receive a light they never 
yet had;——the proportion of cultivated 
and uncultivated land ;—the rental ;—the 
value of the foil ;——the amount of {tock ; 
—the annual expenditure in hufbandry ;— 
the ftate.of population, dependant on agri- 
culture ;—thefe, and many other points of 
equal importance, would afford to politi- 
cians much better grounds for their variety 
of difputes, than fome they at prefent ufe: 

But it 1s here requifite to explain or apo- 
logize for one or two circumftances con- 
cerning this Tour, that may not be fo clear 
as they ought. 

In the firft place, I have been afked more 
than once, whether I did not think it a 
little too much, topretend to inftruct others 
in hufbandry, before I had convinced the 
world of having practifed it myfelf ;——~ 
no work that I had yet publifhed difplay- 
ing any matters of experience? Now, as 
this queftion may arife in the minds of 
many of my readers, I think it neceffary to 
lhint,. that, {mall as my experience 1s, yet I 
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have fome. I have been a farmer thefe 
many years, and that not in a fingle field 
or two, but upon atract of near 300 acres, 
moft part of the time; and never on lefs 
than 100. J have cultivated, upon various 
foils, moft of the vegetables common in 
England, and many that have never been © 
introduced into field hufbandry; but, what 
is of much more confequence towards 
gaining real experience, I have always 
kept, from the firft day I began, a minute 
regifter of my bufinefs; infomuch that, 
upon my Suffolk farm, I minuted above 
three thoufand experiments; in every ar- 
ticle of culture, expences and produce, in- 
cluding, among a great variety of other 
articles, an accurate comparifon of the old 
and new hufbandry, in the production 
of moft vegetables: But in this, I would 
by no means be thought to arrogate 
any other, than that plodding merit of 
being induffrious and accurate, to which 
any one of the moft common genius can 
attain, if he thinks proper to take the 
trouble-——From thofe experiments, I have 
felected the moft conclufive, and propofe to 
Jay them before the public, under the pa- 
tronage of a name aufpicious to agricul- 
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ture.—This, I think, is fufficient to fatisfy 
fuch of my readers as may think me fo 
greatly wanting in experience. | 

In the fecond place, I fhould apologize 
for introducing fo many defcriptions of 
houfes, paintings, ornamented parks, lakes, 
&c, Iam fenfible they have littieto do with 
agriculture, but there 1s, neverthelefs, an 
utility i their being known. They are 
a proof, and a very important one, of the 
riches and the happinefs of this kingdom: 
No traveller can here move far, without 
fomething to attract his notice, art or 
nature will perpetually catch his eye—An 
agriculture that even reaches perfection.— 
Architecture, painting, fculpture, and the 
art of adorning grounds, every where ex- 
hibt productions that fpeak a wealth, a 
refinement—a tafte, which only great and 
luxurious nations can know. I have 
thought it not improper, to confider them 
all ;—to reject nothing that either art or 
nature have contributed to render our coun- 
try beautiful or convenient: —Every reader 
does not feek for the fame entertainment, 
fome haftily pafs over every page that js 
not dedicated to ploughing and towing,— 
others quickly turn over every leaf that 
concerns hufbandry, and dwell alone on 
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the defcription of houfes and gardens, 
and not a few, perhaps, who feek the lat- 
ter, are accidentally lead to more ufeful 
paflages, and become undefignediy ac- 
quainted with agriculture.—However, if I 
have been in this refpect to blame, it is by 
no means a matter of confequence;—my 
farming readers may pais over thofe fheetsy 
and in the general reflections I offer at laft, 
neither architecture, painting, nor garden- 
ing will interfere with rent, crops, and 
culture. 

Thirdly, I fhould requeft, that the far- 
mers will not fuppofe I have been inat- 
tentive in fuch parts of the work as are 
incomplete in the common articles of in- 
telligence. J put the fame queftions to 
every one, but very few were able to an- 
fwer me all, confequently many gaps muft 
appear: Every article varies in the ex- 
tent of the intelligence; and this general 
remark, I think, much better than infert- 
ing a ftring of negatives in every day’s 
yourney. 

Some of my readers may poflibly think, 
I have been too free in inferting the parti- 
culars of farms; it would be anticipating 
my fubject to explain fully my motives, 

but 
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but I refer to the general deductions at the 
conclufion, where I apprehend the neceflity 
of this part of the enquiry will clearly ap- 
pear. | 

I refpect to fizle and accuracy of language, 
the candid reader will I hope confider the 
time, places, and manner of writing thefe 
fheets; the minutes were fo extremely nu- 
merous, and of fuch variety, that, had they 
not been regiftered as faft as they were 
taken, it would have occafioned an endlefs 
confufion and a work that is partly 
founded on the prefent ftate of affairs (viz. 
the prices of provifions, &c.) will not al- 
low its author that time for correction and 
polifhing, which more favourable fubjects 
afford: This plea will perhaps be the rea- 
dier accepted, when it is confidered, that I 
pretend to nothing but giving a book of 
facts. 

Indeed the undertaking has been of that 
Jaborious nature, that the idea of uniting 
elegance with utility would be extrava- 
gant: For many hundred miles, I had no- 
thing but provincial weights and meafures, 
totally unknown in the fouth : Thefe were 
all reduced to the common ftandard ;— 
the intelligence I received in the moft com- 

mon 
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mon points was conceived in fuch uncom- 
mon terms, and in fuch barbarous mea- 
fures, that had I not gained numerous 
explanations, my work would have been a 
volume of contradictions. A practical know- 
ledge of agriculture, 1s as requifite to fach 
an undertaking as plenty of patience. Af- 
ter abundance of explanations, I frequently 
had fuch intelligence as would have pafled 
current with thofe who were unexperienced 
in hufbandry, but which forced me to a 
moft uncommon attention to difcover 
wherein was the miftake. My bufinefs was 
likewife fo very unufual, that fome art was 
requifite to gain intelligence from many 
farmers, &c. who were ftartled at the firft 
attack, I found that even a profufion of 
expence was often neceflary to gain the 
ends I had in view: I was forced to make 
more than one honeft farmer half drunk, 
before I could gain fober unprejudiced in- 
telligence. Nor were fuch my only difh- 
culties; I met with fome farmers who gave 
me accounts too improbable to credit ; 
whether from ignorance, or an intention 
to deceive, T know not; but I always re- 
peated my enquiries upon thofe occafions, 
until I gained the truth. When the can- 
did reader confiders thefe and many other 
cir= 
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circumftances, I flatter myfelf, he will ex- 
cufe {mall errors, and improprieties of ftile. 

One point remains for me to fpeak to, 
whereon I fhall ever dwell with pleafure ; 
it is the returning my moft grateful thanks 
to thofe gentlemen that had the fpirit to 
encourage an undertaking, which has by 
fome been branded as vifonary. I cannot 
forego the fatisfaction of a flight recapitu- 
lation, to let my countrymen know, that 
there are men of every rank in hufbandry, 
that have given me intelligence; and, I 
doubt not, a/ with fome view to the good 
of their country. No apology is wanting, 
for joining peers and common farmers in 
the fame page: He, who is the Best Far- 
MER, is with me the GreaTest Man, 

I am much obliged to SEARANKE, 
Efq; of Hatfield, for giving me an account 
of his burnet. Few have cultivated that 
vegetable with more {pirit, or on a larger | 
{cale. 

Mr, WHITTINGTON of Stevenage has 
my thanks, not only for the intelligence he 
gave ‘me, but, in the name of the public, 
for the neat and hufband-like manner in 
which he cultivates a very confiderable 
farm. 
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Mr. Georce Sisson of Bridge Cafferton, 
in Rutlandfbire, merits the like return: He 
deferves much praife for his attention to 
burnet, an article of culture unknown inh 
his neighbourhood. 

Tam much obliged to Samuet TuckKER, 
Efq; of Rotherham, for his account of cul- 
tivating cabbages. He has carried that 
part of agriculture to very great perfection. 

I had the fatisfaction of converfing on 
the fubjeét of hufbandry with Dr. HunTer 
of York, whofe defigns fhew an inventive 
genius, and his writings difplay no trifling 
fhare of knowledge and precifion. I am 
alfo obliged to him for a hand-drill of his 
own invention. ”, 

My very excellent friend E. M. ELrer- 
KER, Efq; of Ri/by, muft allow me to repeat 
in public, what I have fo often reflected 
on with pleafure in private: That no man 
wifhes better to his country, or would fa- 
crifice more to her welfare-—The articles 
of farming intelligence which I am enabled, 
through his means, to offer to the public, 
are particularly valuable ;——they concern 
feveral very extenfive tracts of country in 
which his eftates are fituated ; and no cir- 
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cumftances in his power to command, were 
wanting to render them clear and of au- 
thority, The time I {pent at Rz/by afforded 
me an opportunity of executing my gene- 
ral defign with particular advantage. Iam 
alfo indebted to him for feveral recom- 
mendations, which proved of much ufe te 
me. 

I am much obliged to Sir Grorce Me- 
THAM, for the politenefs with which he 
fhowed me his plantations, and gave me 
fome information concerning the hufban- 
dry of his neighbourhood. 

If I was not fearful of breaking in upon 
his attention to matters of greater im- 
portance, I fhould beg the Marquis of 
RocKINGHAM to accept my humble 
thanks for the great encouragement he 
gave me, and for the information I received 
from him; which any one, who views the 
land his Lordfhip keeps in his own hands, 
will foon perceive muft have been very in- 
ftructive. I never faw the advantages of a 
great fortune applied more nobly to the 
improvement of a country. Every difcovery 
of other counties,———every fuccefsful ex- 
periment in agriculture,——every new im- 
plement, (and many of his Lordfhips own 
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invention) introduced at a great expences 
Draining, the general management of grafs- 
land, and manures, among numerous other 
articles, are, at Wentworth, carried to the 
utmoft perfection. 

The Duke of Por'rranp will honour 
me with the acceptance of my acknow- 
ledgments, for the reception I received at 
Welbeck, as well as the information he 
was pleafed to give me, concerning fome 
points in agriculture. The effects of the 
black moory foil, as a manure and a pre- 
fervative from the cock-chaffer grub, are 
curious. 

Setwoop Hrewert, Efq; of Bzlbam, 
and James Farrar, Efq; of Barnborough 
Grange, receive my fincere thanks for the 
intelligence which they were pleafed to 
give mel * 6 

Iam much obliged to Sir Grorce 
STRICTLAND, Bart. for fhewing me his 
manufactory. It is an undertaking that 
does him honour. 

The value of the intelligence, I received 
from Sir Dicsy Lecarp, Bart. will fpeak 
fufficiently for itfelf; but I cannot avoid 
acknowledging the liberal manner in which 
he confented to improve my work. His 
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memoir upon the wolds hufbandry, isa 
piece full of excellent obfervations. 

I beg the Reverend Mr. Comper of Ea/ 
Newton will accept the flight return of 
thanks for the kind and friendly man- 
ner in which he affifted me in profecuting 
my defign, I gained by his means feveral 
valuable articles of intelligence. 

I wifh I could return my thanks to 
CHARLES TuRNER, Efq; in a manner ade- 
quate to the fpirit of his agriculture. His 
undertakings do him much honour: His 
experiments on cabbages, clover, potatoes, 
€&c. cannot fail of being of lafting utility 
to the public. No one could enter more. 
into the nature of my defign or forward it 
with greater alacrity. The week I very 
agreeably fpent at Kirk/eatham, thefe fheets 
will prove was no idle one. 

CHRISTOPHER Crowe, Efq; will permit 
me to thank him very fincerely for the 
obliging reception I met with at Kzp/in: It 
is with great pleafure, I reflect on the in- 
telligence he gave me, which is extenfive 
and accurate, ~His own hufbandry is 
{pirited ; and in feveral inftances uncom- 
mon. 

Iam much obliged to SMELT, Efq; 

Vou. I. b of 
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of The Leafes, for an accurate account of 
his experiments in agriculture. 

It is with great pleafure, that I remem- 
ber the kindnefs with which WiLi1am 
Dansy, Efq; encouraged my undertaking. 
My readers will find, that I was not negli- 
gent at Swnton, for that gentleman took 
every meafure for my information of the 
ftate of hufbandry in his neighbourhood ; 
—his attention to the populoufnefs of his 
extenfive eftate, and the excellent example 
he has fet in the management of his mi- 
hers, deferve every acknowledgment which 
a lover of his country can give. One of 
them (for whom I have ventured to pro- 
pote a fubfcription, fee vol. II. page 303.) 
is almoft as great a curiofity in farming as 
can any where be met with. 

Wittram Darton, Efq; of Skningford, 
gave me, with great civility, a full account 
of the common hufbandry in his neigh- 
bourhood ; and of many very important 
experiments he made upon lucerne, bur 
net, fainfoine, potatoes, &c. 

Symon Scroore, Elq; of Danby, mutt 
allow me to affert, that I was particularly 
fortunate in meeting with a cultivator, 
whofe experiments do honour, not to him- 


felf 
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{elf alone, but to his country. Few works 
of agriculture extant, contain more judici- 
ous, accurate and decifive trials, than many 
which this gentleman favoured me with. 

The intelligence, which I received from 
the Earl of DARLINGTON, was too valua= 
ble——his experiments too numerous and 
accurate, not to be mentioned with all pof- 
fible acknowledgments. Ican by no means 
do juftice tothat uncommon candour, with 
which his Lordfhip honoured me with the 
particulars of, the common hufbandry about 
Raby Cafile; and his own experience on a 
moit extenfive tract of land. Noman can 
be more accurate in the culture of twenty 
acres, than his Lordfhip on fome thoufands. 
Iam particularly obliged to him for the 
plan and elevation of a farm-yard, which 
I believe has no equal. 

I defire that Carr, Efq; will al- 
low me to to thank him for the civilities 
I received at Cocken. 

It is with the utmoft pleafure, that I 
acknowledge the attention of ABRAHAM 
Dixon, Efq; of Belford ;——no man could 
entertain a more favourable idea of my 
undertaking, The intelligence 1 gained by 
his means, was particularly valuable, The 
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extenfive county of Northumberland, de- 
manded a more accurate view than I 
fhould otherwife have been able to offer ; 
and Mr. D/xon’s experiments in agricul- 
ture, and the active and fpirited manner 
in which he carries on numerous and im- 
portant undertakings, claim a particular 
notice. | 

Iam obliged to Mr. CurHBERT CLARKE 
of Belford, for a drawing of his turnip 
flicer, and to Mr. Joun WILKIE of Hetton, 
and Mr. Cutey of Fenton, for the civilties 
I received from them. Northumberland 
owes much to the latter for improving her 
breed of fheep. 

Mr. Parke of Liverpool has my thanks, 
for the account of improving a bog in 
Lancafbire, that was conducted upon a 
very original plan with fpirit, and does 
him ouch credit *. 


* I do not at prefent recollect having received any 
letters which are unanfwered : I had feveral invitations 
from counties through which did not pats, if I have 
omitted a due acknowledgment, it has been thro’ error 
alone ; andowing neither to defign or negleét. Should 
‘any remain unacknowledged, 1 beg it may be attri- 
-buted to my le:ters having mifcarried, as I hold myfelf 
too much cbliged to all who thought of giving me in- | 
“telligence, to omit fuch a return, 


I de- 


f. oem] 

* [ defire Mr. ARCHIBALD BExt, and Mr. 
HAMILTON; principal manufacturers at 
Manchefter will accept my thanks for the 
intelligence they gave me concerning the 
fabricks of that town. 

It would be endlefs and tedious to reca- 
pitulate every perfon who was kind enough 
to afford me intelligence; but I muft be 
allowed in general to affert, that I found 
a great many farmers who contributed 
much to my defign;——who gave me very 
fenfible accounts of common huftbandry, 
and many of them more void of prejudice 
and contraction, than fome of my readers 
would fuppofe. I beg that all fuch would 
accept my fincere acknowledgments, which 
I make with the greater pleafure, as I am 
certain, from their converfation, that they 
are good hufbandmen in their refpective 
neighbourhocds. No fet of people what- 
ever can be more hofpitable, or more de- 
firous of obliging, than the farmers in the 
north of Exgland——It is the land of hof- 
pitality. 

In regiftering the minutes of a tour of 
above two thoufand five hundred miles, 
many errors muft have crept in:-——Many 
articles of intelligence received not fo ac- 
; curate 
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curate as could have been given by genitle- 
men :-—-Even in the particulars of private 
experiments, I may have made fome mif- 
takes—and not a few omiflions; who ever 
obferves fuch errors or omiffions, will Jay 
me under a great obligation by informing 
me by letter of the particulars; and I fhall 
certainly make the proper ufe of them, in 
cafe this work fhould {ee a fecond edition: 
——-This is the only way to render it per- 
fect thofe who with to fee a complete 
view of Briti/h agriculture, will take a little 
trduble of this fort. 

The manner in which my undertaking 
has been promoted, by fomany fpirited cul- 
tivators, claims fomething more than a mere 
return of thanks: J fhall never omit any 
opportunity of acknowledging my obliga- 
tions, and be proud of obeying any of their | 
commandswithin the reach of my fituation. 
-——J have farmed in Suffolk and Effex; which 
counties, as well as Hertford/hire, in which I 
at prefent live, may probably contain fome- 
thing in hufbandry that my diftant friends 
may accidentally ftand in need of.—If any 
perfon has an inclination to tranfplant 
good farmers into a foil occupied by bad 
ones to hire fervants ufed to the beft 
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culture in fome of thefe countries *——~—to 
make ufe of implements more perfect than 
common in fome parts———to procure a 
change of feed corn—or, in a word, for 
any thing in which J can affift them;. I 
confider myfelf (independently of inclina- 
tion) as bound by gratitude to do it; and 
I fhall accordingly execute their commands 
with the utmoft fatisfaction, 


* Particularly ploughing with two.horfes without 
a driver; and /rrajt, 


A S1X 


A 
SIX MONTH’s TOUR, &. 


Cok Bs 

Dear Sir, fs ee is 
OUR remark that the minutes I 
took of my Six Weeks tour were bv 
no means complete, in not being extended 
over each county I paffed through, is cer- 
tainly very juft; but at the fame time you 
muft allow me to obferve, that fuch per- 
fection is not to bé expected from the lei- 
fure and fortune of a private perfon, who 
has other matters to attend to befides the 
publick good. I am very fenfible of the ad- 
vantages which would refult from a tour 
upon this plan through every village in. 
the kingdom, but I do not think we 
fhould flight fuch general views as thefe 
I venture to the world, becaufe greater 
advantages in the traveller, would be at- 
tended with a more enlarged intelligence. 
——In a word, my good friend, I am 
encouraged to undertake a fecond tour by 
ros 1. B the 
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the ‘candid, but unmerited notice which 
an impartial public has taken of my firft 
Effay——with fuch a view, accept the 
following minutes: I hope they will be 
worthy of your attention; I promife that 
no care and accuracy fhall be wanting on 

‘my part. | 
My former minutes extended from Lon- 
don in the north road almoft to Hatfield; 
permit me therefore, to begin the follow- 
ing journal in that neighbourhood. 

The firft objeéts I found worthy of at- 

tention in hufbandry, were feveral fields 
of burnet belonging to Mr. Searancke of 
Hatfield, amounting to about 35 acres; 
and for which he obtained a gold medal of 
the fociety for the encouragement of.-arts, 
manufactures and commerce. Some’ of 
thefe inclofures were fown three years ago, 
broad-caft without corn, after a complete 
fallow, and manuring with coal athes, 
at the expence of about twenty five fhil- 
lings an acre. The firft year Mr. Sear- 
ancke kept it clean of weeds by hand work, 
at a confiderableexpence. The fecond, he 
found the plants not near thick enough, 
{fo that in,two mowings he had not above 
a load and quarter of hay per acre; this 
occafioned 


, 
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occafioned his fowing fome hep clover and 
trefoile over the field, to fill up the unoccu- 
pied {paces, a practice which, although it 
makes his crop more advantageous for feed- 
ing, yet it doesnot feem to addto the good- 
nefs of it for hay, as two mowings this year 
yielded no more than before. Two years 
ago he fowed a field with it mixed with oats, 
in the common method, with a fprink- 
ling of white clover; this is by much the 
beft crop; he has at every two mowings 
got a load and half of hay per acre, but 
in point of feeding, it vifibly exceeds the 
other in a much greater proportion, the 
ground being quite covered by the two ve- 
getables, and of a vigorous growth, not- 
withftanding its being mowed twice. 

- His fentiments in general upon burnet 
are thefe: That for hay it 1s a mere no- 
thing, but for feeding cows and fheep, an 
excellent acquifition ; ; as it ftands the 

~ rigour of the fevereft winter without being 

daciemed: and is ready for the latter be- 
fore any other vegetable ftirs: That for 
cows he prefers it to all other food, as the 
flavour it gives the butter is remarkably 
fine, and that kind of cattle appearing to 
feed on it with greedinefs: When I was 
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in his fields, thirteen horfes were feeding 
pon it, and had been for fome time, they — 
looked very fat and well, and though he 
obferved they did not feem to prefer it fo 
much as cows, yet they throve very well 
with it. But he remarked that an acre 
was not fufficient to keep one horfe from 
the turning out in the fprimg, to the tak- 
ing in, in autumn. He prefers greatly the 
fowing it with corn; afferts that his lofs 
by not beginning in that method was at 
leaft three hundred pounds : But notwith- 
 ftanding this firft lofs, he is of opinion the 
ground is now as advantageoufly ufed as 
if applied to the culture of corn. I forgot 
to obferve, that the foil 1s an upland 
gravel. 

From Hatfield quite to Welwyn, the foil 
continues a light gravel, but moft of the 
occupiers pofiefs fome fields of ftronger 
land, upon which they raife better wheat 
than on their gravels. About Bz/hop’s Hat- 
field, farms run in general from 7o and 
80 /. to 140/, a year, rent about 125. at 
an average. Their courfe of crops is in 
general, 

1. Fallow 
2. Wheat 


3. Peafe 


Dis 3 
3. Peafe or oats 
4. Fallow 
5. Turnips 
6. Barley, | 
which is very good. For wheat they 
plough four times, fow two bufhels and 
an half of feed, and reap on a medium 25 
bufhels. For barley they plough their 
turnep land generally but once, unlefs the 
foil is not in good order, in which cafe 
they give two ftirrings, fow four bufhels, 
and gain about four quarters. For oats 
they plough but once, fow four bufhels 
and get four quarters. For peafe alfo but 
~ once, fow the fame quantity and gain 
about 20 bufhels. Beans they very {el- 
dom fow. For turneps they ftir three 
times, hoe once, and feed off with fheep; 
very often fell them to the fheep graziers, 
the price at an average of years about 50 5. 
an acre. Particulars of one farm, |] heard 
of, as follows; 
150 Acres in all 
120 Ditto arable 
30 Grafs 
f-120 Rent 
4 10 PE ories 
5 Cows 3 
B 3 100 Sheep 
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_ 100 Sheep 
_@ 4 Servants 
pre 2 Labourers 
20 Acres of wheat 
30 Spring corn 
31 Turnips 
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In harveft, 36 to 38 s. a month and board. 

In hay time, gs. a week. 

In winter, 1s. and {mall beer. 

Reaping, 55. per acre. 

Mowing corn, 1s. and 1s. 2d. 

- Mowing grafs, 2s. 6d. | 

' Hoeing turneps, 45. and fmall beer, before 
harveft; 55..n harveft. 


IMPLEMENTS. 


A cart, 13 /, complete with broad wheels. | 
A plough, from 3/. to 4 /. 
' Apair of harrows, from 1/ 105. to 34 


PROVISIONS, &c. 


Beef, per Ib. ° - A ad, 
Mutton, ~ eM 
Veal, - eee 
Butter, ~ mF 
Bread, v= o 2 


Candles 


big 9 
Candles, - = 8a 
Soap, = why vee sO 
Labourers houfe-rent from 505s. to 3h 
Wear of their tools per annum, 255. 
Their firing, 405. per annum. 
_ Around Stevenage, hufbandry varies 
fomething with the foil, for in that neigh- 
bourhood there 1s a great deal of cold clay 
land: The farms are of all fizes, from 50/. 
to 7oo/, Land in general lets from 8 to 
105. per acre: their courfe of crops with 
fome variations, 
1. Fallow 
2.. Wheat 
3: Peafe or oats, 
and in hight lands it goes on, 
he Turnips 
5. Barley 
They plough four times for wheat; fow 
two bufhels and an half, and reap on a 
medium 23 bufhels: For barley they ftir 
three times, fow four bufhels, and gain in 
return 4+ quarters. For oats they chufe 
to plough twice, but cannot always; fow 
_four bufthels, and the mean produce they 
reckon the fame as that of barley. - For 
peafe they {tir once or twice, as it happens; 
fow 2% bufhels of feeds, and gain from, 5 
B. 4 to 


de 
to 30 bufhels in return. They give two 
earths for beans; fow them in every fur- 
row after the plough, about 2 bufhels 
per acre, never hoe them, and the crop 
upon an average about 20 bufhels. For 
turneps three or four ploughings are gQi~ 
ven; hoe them always once, and fome- 
times twice, feed them off with fheep ; and 
the large farmers, fome with black Scotch 
cattle; and reckon the average of crops at 
2), 25. The product of a cow they lay at 
5/. always ufe four horfes in a plough and 
two men, and do an acrein aday. The 
moft capital farm in the neighbourhood 
is Mr. Whittington’s, the keeper of the Swax 
Inn at Stevenage: the particulars as follows; 
1200 Acres in all 
1000 Ditto arable 
200 Grafs 
£. 700 Rent 
150 Acres of wheat annually 
400 Of fpring corn 
90 Turnips 
40 Horfes 
22 Cows 
28 Fatting beafts 
Soo Sheep 
8 Servants 
25 Labourers 


Lee. 4 

Mr. Whittington fows a good deal of 
fainfoine, with barley, after a clean turnep 
fallow; he finds it lafts from 6 to 8 and 
10 years, but after that time he ploughs it 
up again. I cannot difmifs thefe particulars 
without remarking, that I rode over a con- 
fiderable part of his farm, and not only found 
his crops very good, but clean, and all his 
land to lay in a truly hufband-like manner. | 


LABOUR. 


In harveft, 35s. and board. 

In hay-time, gs. a week and fmall beer, 
In winter, 1 s, a day and ditto. | 
Reaping wheat, 5 s. per acre. 

Mowing corn, 15, 64. 

————- erafs, 25. 


Hoeing turnips, 45. and 45. 6d. 


IMPLEMENTS. 
A waggon, 20/. 
A cart, 8/. to gf, 
A plough, 5 /. 


A pair of harrows, 1/. 10s. 


PROV IS LOGS, 


Beet, er Th 5 - Ed, 


Mutton, Pa 3 4 
| Veal, 


. “ 4d. 

% “yebidy 
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. —iia 
Candles, elt heels. gfe 
Soap, ~ - 7 
Labourers houfe rent, the medium 2/. per 

(annuiA, - 


Wear of ditto’s tools, 1/. 1s. 
Firing cofts them but little: break hedges, 
and fteal meft of it, 

From Szevenage I took the, road to 
Fiitchin, and from thence to Luton; in all, 
twelve as villainous miles as any creature 
can ever fear travelling, the roads are fo 
execrably bad. At Offey I ftopped for in- 
telligence, and found their hufbandry to 
vary in feveral particulars from that of 
Stevenage. "The foilis a chalky clay; the 
under ftratum is pure chalk ftone; they 
call it white land. The farms feldom 
reach more than 140/ a year. The rents 
run about 5s. an acre fince they were in- 
clofed, but before ufed never to be above 
is. in feveral farms. Their courfe of 
crops 

1. Fallow 
2. Barley | , 
| 3. Peafe 


Ceo 
3. Peafe and Oats. 
4, Turnips . | se 
5. Barley 
For wheat they plough three times, fow 
23 bufhels of feed, and reap about 15 
bufhels at a medium. For barley they {tir 
three times, fow four bufhels, and reap on 
_an average three quarters. ‘They give for 
oats but one ploughing, fow four buthels, 
and reap 22 quarters. They plough but - 
once alfo for peafe, fow four bufhels, and 
gain from 1o to 24 -buthels in return. 
They fow a great many turnips, plough 
three times, hoe them but once, .and 
reckon the value per acre from 355. to 
3/, They feed them all off with fheep. 
They never plough without four horfes and 
two men, and do but an acre a day; this 
terrible cuftom, which is fuch a bane to 
the profit of hufbandry, cannot be too 
much condemned; for the whole expence 
(on comparifon with the common cuftom) 
of tillage, might be faved by the farmer, if 
he would slope the rational method of til- 
ling with a pair of horfes, and one man to 
hold the plough and drive at the fame time. 
—— The product of a cow is reckoned here 
at 4/, 10s. , The particulars of a farm 
were 
300 Acres 
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300 Acres in all 
280 Arable 
20 Grafs 
50 Of wheat 
100 Of {pring corn 
30 Of turnips 
£.70 Rent 
6 Horfes 
6 Cows 
220 Sheep 
§ Servants 
4. Labourers 


LABOUR, 


- In winter, 15, a day, 

In hay time, 1s. and board, 

In harveft, 2/7. a month and board, 

Reaping, per acre, 5s. 

Mowing corn, 15. 6d. 

——a=— Grals, 25. 

Hoeing turnips, 45. anda quart of ale per 
day, | 


IMPLEMENTS, 


A waggon, 17/. to 20/, 
A cart, gf. 
A wheel-plough, 4/. to 5 /. 
A foot ditto, from 305, to 405, 
| A pair 


L 33, i 
A pair of harrows, 1/. 155. 
A barley roller, 1/. 1s, 
PROVISIONS, &, 


Bread, near sa Bo deer 10, 
Butter, = Bs 


an 
Cheefe, ~ ~ ae 
Beef, - - 4 
Mutton, - - 4. 
Veal, ~ isa ie 
Pork, - - 4. 
Candles, mite) hee 
Soap, ~ - vy 
Labourers houfe rent, from 355, to 505. 
a year. 


Wear of their tools, 305. 
Their firing, (if they buy) 30 s. 

If the Earl of Bute’s park at Luton Hoo 
was not an inducement, there certainly 
could be none to vifit that town: Notwith- 
ftanding the wretched roads I was forced 
to crawl through, yet the beauties of hill 
and dale, wood and water in that park, 
made ample amends, We entered through 
the lodge from the town of Luton, and 
drove along the banks of the river, which 
_ was naturally a trifling fiream, but is here 


now 
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now making, and is made further on, the 

fineft water I have any where feen; the 
’ plantations on the top of the hills to the 
right as we entered, are very beautiful; on 
the left, the winding hollow, which is pret- — 
tily diverfified with fcattered trees, is nobly 
traced for continuing the water, and is a 
fpot wonderfully capable. Where the 
lake is finifhed, which is juft before you 
come to the ifland, the view is very fine ;, 
the {tream bends in a noble manner, is feen 
a long way without. wanting irregularity, 
and from its breadth makes a magnificent 
appearance. The iflandis large, has many 
full-grown trees upon it, with young plan- 
tations, andadds prodigioufly tothe beauty of 
the fcene. Theroad winds among fome {cat- 
tered trees towards the right, the river ap-_ 
pearing through them in an elegant manner ; » 
there are many very fine beeches as you ad- 
vance upto the houfe, from the dark fhade 
of which the water is feen at a diftance ina 
very picturefque manner. When you 
come pretty ‘near the houfe (which I> 
fhould remark is now rebuilding upon a 
more extended plan) turning to the night, 
a gravel road leads down again to the wa- 
ter; it pales through feveral clumps of 


beech 
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beech and other trees, through the open- 
ings of which the oppofite hills are viewed 
in a very pleafing ftile ; the water at 
the bottom of thefe hills has a moft noble 
appearance; it is abouta quarter of a mile 
broad, forming a prodigious fine bend, 
which has a charming effect ; two boats, and 
a floop with fails and flying colours lie at 
anchor here, but are by no means equal to 
the fize of the water: Turning a little to 
the right, the bridge fronts you; it is of 
wood, and though unornamented, is light, 
and has here a good effect. A little further 
is the cafcade, which yet is but a capabi- 
lity ; when a little improved, and catched 
from a proper point of view, will add 
ereatly to the variety of thefe fcenes. 

Returning from the water, you take a 
different road, which leads through a pleaf- 
ing valley, and gives you a very elegarft 
view of the monumental pillar which is 
{een among the trees in a picturefque man- 
ner. It is a plain one of the Tu/can or- 
der, on a fquare pedeftal, upon which is 
the following infcription : 

In Memory of 


Mr. Francis NAPIER. 
6 | Upon 


| a a | 

Upon the top is an urn; and although it 
is quite unornamented, this pillar 1 Is pecu- 
larly beautiful; from the road in the val- 
ley it appears to great advantage, with that 
beautiful fimplicity which refults alone from 
an harmony of proportion: The urn refts 
on it with a lightnefs and airy elegance, | 
that is infinitely pleafing. I do not re- 
member feeing fo well- proportioned a pil- 
lar of this ind. The view from hence is 
very picturefque ; the breaks in the woods _ 
are fine, and the hollow dales, grouped with 
fine beeches, are, perfectly rural. 

From Luton we crofled the country 
through very bad roads to Dunflable; the 
foil continuing a gravelly loam, and the 
culture pretty good: At that place is a ma- 
nufacture of bafket-work, which they have 
carried to a great perfection of neatnefs, 
and make of hats, boxes, bafkets, &c. a 
large quantity annually, but not a great 
number of hands are employed by it. 
From this town to Wooburn, the foilis va- 
rious; chalk, clay, loam and fand. At 
Houghton it is chalk on the high grounds, 
and a black clay in the low lands. The 
farms are in fize from 50 /. toz00/.a year; 
land lets about 145. an acre: Their-courfé 
in general 1s, 

| Fallow 
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. Fallow 
. Wheat 
. Peafe and beans, or cats 
- Turnips 
. Barley 

They plough three times for wheat, fow 
two bufhels, and reap upon a medium 
about 15 bufhels. For barley they plough 
twice, fow three bufhels of feed, and reckon 
23 a middling crop. They likewife 
ftir twice for oats, fow 22 bufhels, which 
_ 1s very little, and get on an average 3 4 
quarters in return; 24 bufhels a mid- 
dling crop. For peafe and beans mixed 
they plough twice, fow three bufhels, and 
get on an average 32 in return. When 
beans alone they ftir twice, fow fome 
broad caft, and fome after the plough; 
23>. buthels ‘grr’ acre, but. never-hoey 
twenty-five bufhels the medium produce. 
They give two tilths for turnips, hoe them 
twice, and always feed off with fheep. 
They plough their land with three horfes 
at length, and ufe a driver; do an acre and 
half a day, 3 in light work. ‘The particulars 
of a farm as rliows | 

300-Acres in all 

f. 200 Rent 

Vo, 1. C g Horfes 


WM BP & WN ey 


3 Eee 
‘9 Horfes 
12 Cows 
60 Sheep 
g Servants 
3 Labourers 


PROVISIONS, &. 


(ie alae - 3d. 2 per Ib. 
Mutton, - - 4 

Veal, - - 4 

Pork, - wad 

Bread, - MERCK Ge 

Cheefe, . - 


Labourers houfe rent, 2 /.' 
Wear and tear of their tools, 12 5. 
Their firing, 2/, 10s. 


Yo Oa ik, 


In harveft, 40s. a month board and 
lodging. 

In hay time, 6s. a week and board. 

In winter,.6s5. a week and {mall beer. 

Reaping per acre, 5s. and Os, 

Hoeing turnips, 4.5. and 5s. 

I found many variations befere I reached 
Milton in the way to Wooburn; at that 
place and neighbourhood the foil is a mix- 
ture.of clay and gravel; farms are in ge- 

She See neral 
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neral much fmaller than before, from 50 /. to 
160 /.a year ; land lets at an average of about 
tos. the arable; and from 15 to 20 the 
grafs. They plough four times for wheat, 
fow two buthels per acre, and reap at a 
medium 20 bufhels. For barley alfo four 
times, fow two bufhels, and reckon three 
quarters a middling crop. They fow but 
few oats; when they do, they plough but 
once, fow four bufhels, and reckon four 
quarters a middling crop. For peafe and 
beans mixed they ftir but once, fow four — 
bufhels, and gain in return on an average 
three quarters. When they fow beans alone 
they plough but once, fow them broad 
caft, three or four bufhels per acre, hoe 
them fometimes, but oftener turn their 
fheep in to feed off the weeds. For tur- 
nips they ftir thrice, hoe once, and feed off 
with fheep. They ufe four or five horfes 
in a plough at length, with a driver, but 
do feldom more than an acre in a day.—— 
They reckon the product of a cow at 47. 
The following are the particulars of a 
farm here: 

150 Acres 
1z0 Arable 
30 Grafs -— 
od £.9¢ 
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{;. 90 Rent 
i. Q.Fforles 
10 Cows 
100 Sheep 
4. Servants 
2 Labourers 
30 Acres of wheat 
30 Barley, &c. 
40 Beans and peafe. 


PAB OUR. 


In harveft, 35s. a month and board and 
carriage of a load of wood. | 

In hay time, 1s. 4d. a day, and {mall 
beer. 

In winter, 10d, a day, and fmall beer. 

Reaping wheat, 35. to4s. 6d. 

Mowing grafs, 15. 4d,and 1s. 6d, 


PROVISIONS, &c. 


Bread, - - - t 2d per lb, 
Butter seek eo 7 
fhecic, .-. 4 
Beef, so ithe ig tery Qeege 
Nbstton, =o Se 99 
Pot ca< = ee) 
Candles, - - - 97 
7 


/ Soap, - a ae 
| : Labourers 


iy ary 
Labourers houfe rent, 305. 


Wear of their tools, 65. 
Pine,” 25:5. | 


LMP LE.M E-N.-2as. 
A waggon, 20 /. 
A cart, 11 /, 

I have not failed on all opportunities of 
making many enquiries refpecting the ge- 
neral ftate of the pari/hes I pafled through, 
but was never able until this time to gain 
the leaft intelligence, The following parti- 
culars of Milton are worth minuting; I 
fhould however remark that neither in this 
eafe or any other, do I obtain anfwers to 
all my queries, fo that a complete defcrip- 
tion is not to be expected; but I believe 
the following circumftances pretty accu- 
rate; in the number of acres perhaps it is 
not abjolutely exact. 

1000 Acres 
7 Farms 
f,. 650 Rent 
50 Horfes 
100 Cows 
_ 650 Sheep 
25 Labourers. 
Wooburn Abbey the noble feat of his 
C 3 ; Grace 


E pens} 

Grace the Duke of Bedford, is in all ree 
pects very well worth the view of the 
curious traveller. The houfe forms a large 
quadrangle, with a handfome court in the 
center; the front to the bafon is the 
beft. Behind are two large quadrangles 
of offices diftinct from the houfe, which 
are very beautiful buildings; plain and 
fimple, but extremely proper for their def- 
tination ; they are built like the houfe, of 
white fftone; in the center of their prin- 
cipal fronts is a {mall dome rifing over a 
portico’d center fupported by Tufcan pil- 
lars, which have a very good effect. Up- 
on the whole, thefe are the moft elegant 
detached offices I remember 5 i where to 
have feen. 

In the houfe you enter firft the hall, 
which though not a well- proportioned er 
elegant room, is handfome. It is 40 by 
37 and 15 high, the ceiling fupported by 
eight pillars. The chimnies bafs relieves 
in white ftone. 

The green drawing room is 22 by 35, 
extremely elegant, vie the windows 
are fine glailes and two very noble flabs of 
Egyptian marble. ‘The chimney-piece is 
of white marble polifhed, very handfome ; 


Here 
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Here are three large pictures; the plague 
of Egypt, dark ; David and Abigail, ditto; 
as are the colouring and general expreflion. 
Two large landfcapes, fine. _ | 
The decker worked room 25 by 20: 
nothing can be more elegant than this bed 
of decker work lined with green filk ; the 
work is exquifite, and the reprefentation 
of the birds and beafts in it admirable. 
The chimney-piece very elegant, the fcrol 
of polifhed white marble in a light and 
elegant tafte. 

The dining room 35 by 22, a ee noble 
room; the chimney-piece very elegant, a 
feftoon of flowers carved in white marble, 
and finely polifhed. In this room are four 
large pictures of the battles of Alexander. 
The repaft is nota difagreeable one, were 
the heroes grouped wae more tafte, but 
they fit at as fquare a table as any Dutch 
painter could ever have defigned. The 
oppolite piece to itis the beft; the groupe 
of three horfemen with a large rock in the 
back ground is very fine; ihe fire and 
fpirit of the horfes well done. 3 

In the yellow drawing room are two 
portraits by se a one the late Marquis 
of Ti bie ; the other the prefent Dutchefs 
4 of 
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of Marlborough; the latter a very fine one. 
The chimney-piece is very elegant and the 
pier-glafs frame finely carved, of plated 
filver: Here is alfo a portrait of the pre- 
ient Duke of Bedford. 

The coffee room 30 by 20; inthis room 
remember to Leone a {mall portrait of 
Francis Ear] of Bedford, which 1s exceed- 
ingly fine, the face and hands admirably 
painted, 

The grotto is Baie of its kind; the ruf- 
ticks are well cut, but the figures of bafs 
reliefs in fhells are ftrangely incongruous 
with the idea of a grot. The china jars 
are very fine. | 

The bilhard room 1s hung with very fine 
tapeitry, and defigned from Rapbael’s car- 
toons. 

The Duchefs’s dreffing room, extremely 
elegant, hung with embofled work on white 
paper, which has a very pleafing effect : 
The chimney-piece- a carved fcrol in 
wood, the marble black, and veined: The 
pier-glafs large, and the frame very elegant; 
over Te chimney, Lady Offory by Hudfon. 
The chairs and fofas of painted tafeta. 

The French bed-chamber, 26 by 22, ex- 
ceedingly elegant; the bed and hangings a 

«Very 
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very rich belmozeen filk. The chimney- 
piece light and beautiful; the cornice, 


feftoons of gilt carving on a white ground, 


and. the ceiling the fame on a. lead 
ground ; the pier-glafs and frame, and the 
frame of the land{cape over the chimney, 
very elegant. 

The drefling room, of the fame dimen- 
fions, is likewife hung with the fame filk, 


the ceiling and cornice richly ornamented 


with f{crols of gil ding on a white ground: 
The chimney-piece all of white marble 
polifhed, but a very quarry for heavinefs, 
The doors, door-cafes, and window-fhut- 
ters, &c. all ornamented like the ceiling, 
&c. in white and gold. In this room, re- 
member to obferve four very laige blue 
and white china jars; the two by the win- 


_ dows are prodigioufly fine. 


The ftate bed-chamber 1s moft magni- 
ficently furnifhed. It 1s 30 by 22, the bed 
and hangings of very rich blue damatk ; 


the ceiling ornamented in compartments 


of rich gilding on a white ground, The 
chimney-piece of marble polifhed is very 
elegant, se the carved and gilt ornaments 
around the land{cape over it in a beautiful 


tafte; The toilette, is all of very handfome 


Drefaen 
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Drefden work, the glafs frame, and boxes 
of gold. An India cabmet on each fide 
of old japan, with coloured china jars ex- 
quifitely fine. 

The drefling room 21 by 20, hung with 
green damafk; the chimney-piece very 
handfome; the pier-glafs fine. 

The drawing room exceedingly elegant, 
33 by 22; the ceiling a mofaic pattern of 
rich carving ona white.ground ; the chim- 
ney-piece exceflively handfome, the cornice 
fupported by double pillars of very fine 
Siena marble. The pier-glafles immenfely 
large, and in one plate; under them moft 
noble flabs of Seva. In this room are 
everal exquifite paintings, particularly a 
landfcape by Claude Loraine, reprefenting a 
fhip partly appearing from behind a build- 
ing amazingly beautiful, the diffufion of 
light, the general brilliancy and harmony 
of the whole, admirable. 

A holy family; very fine, the turn of 
the boy’s head inimitable. 

Virgin and child; the air of the Virgin’s 
head, and her attitude moft {weetly ele- 
gant and expreflive. 

A Magdalen; very fine. The infide of 

a church; the minute expreffion of the 
| | architecture, 
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architecture, and the rays of light, finely 
done. | 

A rock, with the broken branches of 
trees hanging from its clefts; (I apprehend 
by Sa/vator) the exprefiion very noble, and 

romantic wildnefs of the fcene moft excel- 
dently caught. | 

A holy family; child fianding in the 
cradle: very pleafing. 

Fofeph interpreting the dreams of Pha- 
roab, by Rembrandt; moft admirable; in 
a greater ftile than common with this 
matter. 

Rembrandt, by himfelf ; dh Sbieed cables 

Her Grace prefenting Lady Caroline to 
Minerva, by wake a very large pic- 
ture, and fome of the ficures not inele- 
gantly done for this matter. 

The faloon 35 by 22, and of a good 
height ; tt is moft magnificently sited up, 
eae elegantly furnifhed ; the aia beau- 
tifal, of gilt carving on white; the door- 
eafe finely carved and gilt, the cornices 
fupported by Corinthian ee in a noble, 
but alight and pleafing itile ; the chimney- 
piece of white marble beautifull y polithed ; 
In the center hangs a magnificent gilt 
luftre. Remember to obferve the picture, 

reprefenting 
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reprefenting the laft fupper, it is fine; the 
drawing in a free and bold ftile: 
A piece of angels; Iimagine by Albano; 
fine. | 

Dining room 40 by 22, a very noble 
room; the ceiling white and gold; the 
chimney-piece. very elegant; over it a land- 
fcape, a water-fall, which has merit. 

Second drawing room 20 fquare ; this 
like the reft 1s very elegantly fitted up; 
and among other pictures, contains 

Two landfcapes morning and evening ; 
by Marrat, capital. 

Lyons, by Ruédens, fine. 

Two battles, I apprehend by Borgog- 
fone. 

The picture gallery in three divifions 100 
by 16, ornamented by a vaft number of ex- 
cellent portraits of the Rufel family: A- 
mong others, remark that of the Countefs of 
Somnohel the face and hands very finely 
done; alfo William Earl of Bedford and 
Lady Catherine Brook, excellent, ‘The 
ornaments of this room are all carving 
. painted’ white: There are four ftatues, 
among them a Venus of Medicis, but not 
pleafing : and a Venus plucking the thorn 
put of her foot, but with none of that ex- 


pretlion 
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preffion of pain in her countenance which 
is fo fine in the antique at /Vz/ton. 

Wooburn park is 10 miles around, and 
contains variety of hill and dale with prodi- 
gioufly fine woods of noble oaks ; we drove 
from the houfe through them towards the 
fouth, and looked up the great glade which 
is cut through the park for feveral miles, 
and catches at the end of it a Chinefe 
temple; then winding through the woods 
we came to the Duchefs’s fhrubbery, con- 

taining 16 acres of land beautifully laid 
out in the modern tafte, with many moft 

glorious oaks in it. From thence we ad- 

vanced to the hill at the north end, from 

which is a vaft profpect into Buckingham- 

joire, Hertfordfhire and Bedfordflire; turn- 
ing down the hill to the left, the riding 

leads to the evergreen plantation of above 

200 acres of land, which thirty years ago 

was a barren rabbit warren, but now a 

very beautiful winter’s ride, on adry foil, 

with all forts of ever-greens of a noble 

growth. About the middle on the left 

hand fide, is an handfome temple, retired 

and pleafing: At the end of this planta- 

tion, we came to the lower water, which is 

about ten acres, and in the center an ifland 

with 
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with a very elegant and light Chinefe tems 
ple, large enough for 30 people to dine in; 
and in the adjoining wood ts a kitchen, 
&c. for making ready the repatts his Grace 
takes in the temple... In the front of the 
houfe is a large bafon of water with fe- 
veral handfome boats; formerly a large 
yacht {wam in it, but retting, it has not 
been rebuilt. : 
This park, which is one of the largeft 
in the kingdom, contains 3500 acres of a 
great variety of foils, from a light fand to 
a rich loam,which yields grais good enough 
to fat large beafts: It is all walled in; was 
there a greater variety of water, it would 
be much more beautiful, but the nature 
of the foil in the low parts makes that ac- 
quifition very difficult; but what might:be 
much eafier gained are buildings fcattered 
about it, which would give a great and 
pleafing variety to the rides, and for want 
of which moft of them are very melan- 
choly. | 
As his Grace keeps a large {tock .of cattle 
in the fummer to keep down the grafs in 
his park, he found it difficult to keep them 
in the winter; this occafioned his practif- 
ing the turnip hufbandry upon a large ex- 
tent 
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tent of land; and alfo to raife great quan- 
tities of carrots, which the fandy parts of 
his farm are admirably adapted for, being 
of a deep {taple and the fand a rich one; 
it is to be regretted that the icihinains 
farmers do not follow fo excellent an ex- 
ample. 

In the town of Wooburn, I had the fatif- 
faction of meeting with a curiofity in agri- 
culture, a moft accurate and elegant ex- 
periment ground, in which many kinds of 
egraffes are tried with a neatnefs that muft 
pleafe every f{pectator: Mr. Bram/lone is 
the owner, and certainly from the variety 
of his trials muft be very underftanding in 
the nature of feparated grailes, and very 
attentive to their culture. This gentleman 
was not himfelf at home, but I was very 
civilly received by his brother, who thew- 
ed me all the experiments, and obligingly 
refolved my enquiries. 

His prickly-edged Medica appears to me” 
a great curiofity : It is annual, as Mr. Bram- 
fione apprehends, but the luxuriance of its 
growth exceeds every thing I ever faw: 
- two or three plants which ftand fingle, 
{pread an extent of fhoots fix feet diameter, 
as 1 meafured myfelf; the leaf and yellow 

bloffom_ 
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bloffom give it the appearance of a trefoil 
rather than a lucerne, as does its trailing 
fhoots, none of them being upright. I 
cannot but apprehend that this plant might 
be applied to moft excellent purpofes in 
common, by attentive hufbandry, in which 
cafe, it fhould certainly be fown very thin, 
and the plants fet out at five or fix foot dif- 
tance from each cther with hand hoes; 
but if it is an annual, nothing of this fort 
can ever an{wer. 

The purple fefcue appears very thick 
and fine; but Mr. Bram/tone, who has tried 
the folding of two or three fheep upon 
moft of his grafles, finds that they do not 
at all affect this fefcue. 

The barren broom ‘grafs was two feet 
high, but not fine nor thick. 

The annual dwarf poa, which I remem- 
ber Mr. Rocque praifed much for lawns, 1s 
a fhabby beggarly plant: Mr. Bram/fone 
has a {mall plat of it, which is quite rag- 
ged, though fed off with fheep. 

The great oat, two feet high, but coarfe 
and thin. 

The bird grafs, very fine and thick, and 
much affected by fheep ; this is certainly an 
excellent gras, 

The 
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The meadow fox-tail, coarfe, but very 
early; fheep in the fpring of the year eat 
it greedily. 

Crefted dog’s-tail, made no great ap- 
pearance, but is well affected by fheep. 

Of lucerne, Mr. Bramftone has feveral 
experiments; broad-caft, drilled at 18 
inches afunder, and tranfplanted at two 
feet; all two years old, and cut twice 
this year before I viewed them: I found 
the drilled above two feet high, and very 
fine and thick. The tranfplanted was 18 
inches high, but very thin; it is, however, — 
by no means in perfection yet. The 
broad-caft eight inches high, thick and 
fine ; cleaned by a ftrong iron rake inftead 
of harrowing: In refpect to the compari- 
fon, Mr. Bramffone feems to think the 
broad-caft yields moft in quantity, but asthe 
others were fo much forwarder, they pro- 
bably will get a cutting upon it, in which 
cafe the drilled muft certainly exceed it: No 
conclufions, he obferved, could be drawn 
from the tranfplanted, as it was vifibly. yet 
in an imperfect ftate; but he apprehended 
it would laft longer than any of them; a 
remark which is very probable, when the 
rows are at the diftance of three feet four 

Vou. 1 inches, 
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inches, according to the directions of the 
Rev. Mr. Harte, in his excellent E/fays on 
Hufbandry; but I queftion whether, at an 
equal diftance, it will-laft longer than the 
drilled. Mr. Bram/tone’s foil is a black rich 


fand, very light, and of a good depth; car- 


rots would thrive incomparably in it. 
From Wooburn to Newport Pagnell, the 
foil has a great variety; for fome miles 
it is quite a light fand, and then a gravel 
with fome light loams: About Wanden the 
foil is chiefly fand, but few of their farms 
are very large, they run from 30/. to 200/. 
a year; their field land lets at an average 
for about 7s. 6d. an acre, and their in- 
clofures from ios, to12s. Their courte 


of crops is, 


1. Fallow 

2. Wheat or barley 

3. Beans and peafe 
And 1. Fallow 

ay eye: 

3. Turnips 

4. Barley 


~ "Phey plough four times for ae os 
‘two bufhels an acre, and reap on a medium 
three quarters. For barley they ftir four 
times, fow four bufhels, and get in return 


x * about 
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about three quarters.; For oats they plough 
but once, fow four buthels, and reap at an 
average three quarters. For peate and, 
bans ied they likewile plough but Once 
fow four bufhels, their crop not above 2 } 
quarters. They give but. one tilth for 
beans alone, fow them broad-caft, never 
hoe them, but turn in fheep to feed off the 
weeds, and reckon three quarters a mid-, 
. dling crop. For turnips they ftir three or. 
four times, hoe them twice, reckon the 
_value at about 40s. an acre, and feed them 
off with fheep alone. They. ufe four og 
five horfes at length in their ploughs, and. 
yet do no more than an acre a day: This 
miferable management cannot be too much 
condemned. The productof a cow they lay 
at near 4/. They let their dairies at 3 / 
a head. The particulars I gained of a 
farm are, 

100 Acres 
7. Go Rent 

8 Horfes 
12 Cows 
200 Sheep (a walk) 
2 Servants 
3 Labourers 
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PROVISIONS, &c. 
Bread, « - 1342. 
Cheefe, ee LN 
Butter, * no F 
Beef, - « 3 
Mutton, - - 4 
Veal, = “ 2 
Pork, - - 3 
Candles, ” ESS 
Soap, ~ ~ 6 
Labourers houfe rent, per annum, 305. to 

505. 

Wear of their tools, 15s. 
Their firing they get off the common. 


tek BO TER: 


In harveft, 35s. the month and board. 

In hay time, 15. a day and victuals. 

In winter, from 84. to 15. a day, and ne 
beer, 

Reaping wheat, 55. 6d. 

Mowing corn, Is. 6d. 

—————— Grafs, 25. and 25. 6d. 

The foil and management both changed 
much for the better about Broughton: The 
former is there various, but much of it 
very excellent. Farms are from 100/. in 

general 
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general to 200/. a year ; rents about1/. an 
acre. Their courfe, 

1. Fallow 

2. Wheat 

3. Beans 

4. Turnips 

5. Barley 

6. Clover. 
This is an excellent courfe: For wheat 
they ftir three or four times, fow two 
bufhels, and reap from 20 to 30. They 
give the fame tillage for barley when on a 
fallow, which they manage excellently, for 
they throw their fields on to the ridge to 
lie dry in the winter, and then plough and 
fow early in the fpring. Their quantity of 
feed is five bufhels, and their mean crop as 
many quarters. For oats they plough but 
once, fow five bufhels, and gain in return 
42 quarters: They plough but once alfo 
for the mixture of peafe and beans, fow 
four bufhels, and reap 23 quarters; nor 
do they give more earths for beans alone, 
fow them generally broad-cait, but fome- 
times dibble them in, by which method 
they fave near two bufhels of feed; broad- 
caft they fow fix bufhels, but never hoe 
them; before they bloflom, they feed off 

i Se i 
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the weeds. with fheep ; their crops are ex- 
tremely various, fometimes. none,. and at 
others 40 bufhels. For turnips they give 
four or five tilths, hoe once, and feed them 
all off with fheep; they generally lay all 
their manure upon the ‘turnip. fallow: 
They fow fome clover, but feldom. mow it, 
feed it with fheep; and mixed with a little 
rye-grafs, reckon, that it will fat an ox in 
the. fpring of the year better than natural 
erafles, The product of a cow they reckon 
at ad..and 1n,a. kindly year like this, one 
acre of their paftures will keep one through 
the fammer, y 

— Like their neighbours, they continue in 
the abfurd cuftom of three, four,. and five 
horfes in a plough at length, with a driver ; 
ufe none but foot- ploughs, and do an acre 
a day. 


a! aOR. 


In harveft, 32s. the month and board. 
In hay time, 6s, and board; g without, 
In winter, ro d.. 4,day and {mall beer, . 
Reaping wheat, 45. to 65. 

Mowing grafs, 25. 

Hoeing turnips, 5%. 


PRO. 
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PROVISIONS, Ge. 


Beef, - - and. 
Mutton, “ “ 3. 
Bread, - ~ 
Butter, _ EE 3 
—Cheefe, - - 4. 
Candles, - - 


Labourers houfe rent 20s. and keepin repair. 
Wear of ditto’s tools, 205. 
Their firing, 50s. 

The following are the particulars of a 
farm in this neighbourhood : 
140 Acres in all 
20 Ditto arable 
120 Ditto grafs 

£. 140 Rent 
4. Horfes 
30 Cows 
150 Sheep 
2. Servants 
1 Labourer 
Of another: — on 
200 Acres, all grafs 
i. 400 Rent 
3 Horfes 
30 Cows 
80 Sheep 
3 Servants - 
2 Labourers” 


D 4 OF 


su [ 40 J ZA 
Of another: x 
200 Acres, all grafs 
f£. 160 Rent 
2 Horfes 
20 Cows 
80 Sheep 
2 Servants 
2 Labourers . 
Of another: A 
200 Acres in all 
60 Of arable 
140 Grafs 
£. 180 Rent 
7 Horfes 
2 Cows 
30 Oxen 
400 Sheep 
2 Servants 
2 Labourers 
 Thefe four farms compofe the whole 
parifh; confequently it contains 
740 Acres 
80 Of arable 
580 Of grafs 
£. 640 Rent 
16 Horfes 
82 Cows 
710 Sheep 
g Servants 
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g Servants 
8 Labourers 
From Newport Pagnel took the road to 
Bedford, if I may venture to call fuch a 
curfed ftring of hills and holes by the name 
of road; a caufeway is here and there 
thrown up, but fo high, and at the fame 
time fo very narrow, that it was at the 
peril of our necks we pafled a waggon with 
a civil and careful driver. This is a per- 
nicious and vile practice; it might be ex- 
_ pected if thrown up at the expence of the 
farmers alone; but when found in ¢urn- 
_ pikes, deferves every unworthy epithet 
which frightened women or diflocated bones 
can poffibly give rife to. The whole way 
to Bedford, 1 found immenfe quantities of 
beans; not a mile pafled without feveral 
hundred acres. About Afwick their 
courle is, , 
1. Fallow 
2. Wheat and barley 
3- Beans and peafe, or oats. 
For wheat they plough three times ; fow two 
bufhels, and reap on a medium 15 buthels. 
They give three ftirrings for barley, fow 
four bufhels, and reckon 32 quarters a 
middling crop. For oats they plough but 
once, 
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once, fow four buthels, and get on an 
average not above 2 and 2+ quarters. 
They give but one tilth for beans, fow them 
- broad-caft, four bufhels to an acre, never 
hoe them, but feed off the weeds with 
fheep. Clover they often fow over their 
wheat in the fpring; generally mow it for 
hay twice, but feldom feed it.. 


LABOUR. 
In harveft, 40 s. the month and board. 


In hay time, 8s. a week, no beer. 
In winter, 8d. and 9 d. a day. — 


IMPLEMENTS, 


A waggon, 18/, 
Aveart, nodtiy Ls | 
About Biddenbam, Mate have all forts of 

foil, from very light loam and gravel to 
clay. Their farms run from 407. to 300/, 
a year; the open: fields let from 25.. 6d. to 
35. 6d. an acre; and the inclofures from 
105. 6d. to12s. The principal of theif 
courfes are, 

1. Turnips 

2. Barley 

3. Clover and rye-grafs biers . 

; | And 
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And 1. Fallow. 
2. Wheat 
3. Peafe and beans 

For wheat they plough three times, Sax 
two bufhels, and reap on a medium 2 7 
and 3 quarters. They give three earths 
for barley, fow four buthels, and reckon 
three quarters a middling crop: For oats, 
which is fomewhat unufual, they. fur 
twice or thrice, fow four bufhels, and three 
quarters the mean produce. They plough 
but once for beans, fow two buthels broad+ 
caft, never hoe them, but like their neigh- 
bours -are flovens enough to truit to their 
. flocks for the weeding of them ; the aver- 
age of crops is three quarters. For peafe 
they likewile ftir but once, fow two bufhels 
and an half, and gain in return about two 
cape and half. 


Sn 2 6 ba SN 
In harveft, 49s. a month and board. 


In hay time, 1s. 4d. a day for three weeks. 
In winter, 45. 6d. a week. 


PROVISIONS, &. 


Beef, per o..°. >+ 4d. 
Mutton, - © 4. 
Butter, . 
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Butter, - - 6d. 
Bread, - ~ Nee 

The particulars of a farm, I enquired 
after were, 

£40 Rent 

5 Horfes 
4. Cows 
2 Servants. 

The vale of Bedford, which is a per- 
fectly flat tract of land for fome miles 
around the town, is very rich in foil and 
excellently managed, if I may judge by the 
noble crops I faw all round the town. The 
wheat, and barley, and turnips, were very 
fine, and equal to any I ever faw, and the 
beans in point of height and thicknefs made 
a fine appearance, but I doubt can never 
turn out equal to the other crops for want 
of hocing: The practice through all this 
country of fowing three, four, and five 
bufhels of beans to an acre, and not hoe- 
ing, muft for ever exclude capital crops; 
that quantity of feed, which is more than 
double of what 1s requifite, only choaks 
the earth with ftraw fo very thick, as not 
to admit the air to forward the produétion 
of the feed. In Suffolk and Effex, they fow 

only 
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only two bufhels, and hoe half the plants 
up, and yet reap much greater crops than 
the farmers of this country, which, con- 
fidering the foil of both, can only be owing 
to a great fuperiority of management. 

The town of Bedford is noted for no- 
thing but its lace manufactory, which eni- 
ploys above 500 women and girls. They 
make it of various forts up to 255. a 
yard; women that are very good hands, 
earn 1s. a day, but in common only 8d. 
gd. and 10d. Gurls from eight to fif- 
teen, earn 6d. 8d. gd. aday. This ma- 
nufacture, is of infinite ufe to the town, 
employing advantageoufly thofe who 
otherwife would have no employment at 
all. 

Leaving Bedford, I took the road to 
Nortbill, it was for a few miles the Bigglef- 
wade turnpike, but I was aftonifhed to find 
after I left the turnpike, that the road con- 
tinued a very fine caufeway, of a good 
breadth and heighth, and very level and 
free from rutts; I could fcarce believe my- 
felf upon a bye-road which induced me to 
enquire; I found it was the excellent effect 
of feveral gentleman attending much to 


the 
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the bufinefs; particularly ——— Howard, 
Efq; of Carrington, who not only creatly 
affifted the parifh in making a fine caufe- 
way through the village, but himfelf ex- 
pended above fifty pounds in making one 
bad piece a good road: Highly deferving 
of praife are fuch inftances, for had other 
— gentlemen conduéted themfelves with half 
this fpirit, turnpikes would have been ren- 
dered quite unneceflary: A ftriking con- 
traft is this Jye-road to the turnpike between 
Newport and Bedford. 

Having mentioned Carrington, I fhould 
not forget to remark, that that village is 
one of the neateft, beft built, and moft 
lively I have feen ; moft of the houfes and 
cottages are new built, all of them tiled, 
and many of brick, which with white 
pales and little plantations, have a moft_ 
pleafing effect. After I left Carrington, the 
road continued extremely good, until I got 
near Nortbill; owing to the fpirited atten~ 
tion of — Butcher, Efg; but it dege- 
nerated much’ over acommion, a little be- 
fore Northill. 

I would advife any traveller, who pafles 
through the county of Beajord to make 

Northilt 
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Northill in their route, were it only for 
the fatisfaction of viewing two {mall pieces 
of painted glafs done by. ¥. O/ver in 1660, 
belonging to the Rector, the Rev. Mr. 
Maxey... ‘They are very {mall, but each 
has a fly, fo exquifitely painted as to ex- 
ceed the power even of imagination’ to 
conceive; the wings are coloured on one 
fide, and the bodies on the other of the 
glafs, and are touched in fo lively and 
{fpirited a manner, (efpecially one, which 
is fuperior to the other, that without fruit) 
that it is difficult to believe them but 
painting, and not life itfelf; the light ap- 
pears through the body at the junction 

with the tail in the moft inimitable man- 
ner, and the roundnefs of the fly, with the 
lightnefs of its claws, are reprefented in the 
boldeft and fulleft relief. In a word, itis 
truly admirable: In the chancel of the 
church, 1s a very fine painted window in. 
good prefervation by the fame master. | 
_ The parifh of Sandy near Northill, is — 
much noted for its gardens ; there are above 
150 acres of land occupied by many gar- 
deners, who fupply the whole country, for 
many mules, with garden ftuff, even to 

Hertford. 
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Hertford, examined their grounds with 
much attention, and inquired concerning 
their practice of a very fenfible gardener, 
refpecting two or three articles of their 
culture, which are, or ought to be the bu- 

finefs of farmers in many fituations. 
Their foil is a rich black fand two or 
‘three feet deep, Carrots, they fow about 
new Lady Day, upon ground dug one fpit 
deep, hoe them very carefully three times ; 
they do it by the day, and the three cofts 
them from 20 to 30s. an acre, as the crop 
happens to be; they fet them out about 
eight or ten inches from plant to plant ; 
and get on a medium, 200 bufhels upon 
an acre. I drew feveral roots and found 
them from one foot to 18 inches long. 
Par{nips they cultivate exactly in the fame 
manner, but the product never equals that 
of carrots, by 50 or 60 bufhels. The prices 
of carrots vary from 1s. to 4s. a bufhel, 
but the firft 1s very low. Potatoes they 
plant at the fame time; 20 bufhels plants 
an acre, at the diftance of about one foot 
every way; they hoe them three times, but 
not at all before they come up, which ts 
practifed in Effex about I/ford. They ree- 
kon the midfummer dun fort to yield beft; 
a mid- 
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a middling crop is 250 bufhels upon an 
acre, they always manure fer them, either 
with dung or.afhes, about 20 load, but 
afhes they prefer. The price varies from 15. 
4d. to 2s. a bufhel. ; 

Of onions, they fow vaft quantities ;— 
the time, about a fortnight before Lady 
Day; they hoe and weed them always five 
times at the expence of four pounds an 
acre, fet them out fix inches afunder, and — 
their crops rife to above 200 bufhels, 
but their price from 16d, (which is very 
low) to2s. They always manure for them 
with great care. Thefe gardeners give 
from 405. to 5/. rent per acre, for their 
land; it is, as I before obferved, a rich 
loofe black fand of a gocd depth, and very 
favourably protected from adver{fe winds by 
feveral confiderable hills. Itis a remark- 
able, and a very pleafing fight, to behold 
crops of onions, potatoes, French beans, 
and even whole fields of cucumbers, inter- 
: mixed with crops of wheat, barley, tur- 
nips, &c. 

It may not be sa ccita to calcu- 
. late the profit thefe gardeners make by the 
preceding crops, and firft with carrots; 
the expences per acre we may fuppofe as 
follows ; 
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Reuitis: a104 We oepeti cla lag yee Ore 
Digging a - o , tea © BOR © 
Seed - “ a ss Gi REG 
Sowing - : oe aH en 6 
Raking = - - = 62% 136 
Pore rouse oS i ee a 
Digging up s+ 8 tye i OTIS 4d 
Jp Os: FoieO 
Pie duce 
200 bufhels at 2s. - 2 Bo MO se 
Expences ~ ~ - 6:09 G 
Profit - - bl 2co0O 
POT AT © fis, 
Expences. 

Rent = “ ~ 4 47% 
Manuring Sou g. S go Pe 
Digging eG Be iD iRS 
20 Bufhels fets = = - PRI QO06 
Planting, &c. - “ Of 1OHIG 
Hoeing - - P9846 
Digging up ~ - oe Eas, 
12. Papas 
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Produces : 
8co Bufhels at 20. - 2016 @ 
Expences + + - 1218 6 
Profit * Ss 7 t7ae 
ONIONS. 

Expences, 
Bebe. Sue cyte 4 ° hae re 
Manuring  - <= ae ares 
Digging and raking... 2. +. a oog..0 
Seed = - 4 0 5..,0 
Sowing and ee - SO OG 
Weeding and hocing - - 4°09 
_ Takingup -— = eG e 0 
11 6 

| Produce. 
200 Bufhels at 20d. - - 16130 
E.xpences “ phe 14.11 0 
Profit - - - 2 20 


At this place, is to be feen a fmall field 
of lucern belonging to Sir Philip Molyneux. 
It was fown broad-caft by itfelf laft fpring; 
that part of it that was uncut I found very 
Ei 2 thick 
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thick and fine, above two feet high, but 
numerous weeds were among it, from 
which I conjecture, that the land either 
was not duly prepared by fallowing, or that 
the crop was not kept clean while young. 
- From Sandy to St. Neot’s the country is 
chiefly open, and the crops not equal to 
thofe around Bedford: I would advife you, 
if accident fhould carry you to that town, 
to view a very beautiful little natural 
landfcape, which is feen in great per- 
fection from Mr. Cole’s clofe, at the bote 
tom of his garden; the river winds along 
at your feet; at one end is the bridge, 
through the center arch of which, houfes 
are feen in a pleafing manner; on the 
other fide, the ftream is loft among the 
wood ina truly picturefque ftile ; in front, 
are feveral meadows, which though flat, 
are by no means difagreeable ; fome high 
trees vary the fcene, among which a farm 
houfe appears juft at the point you would 
place it; turning a little to the right the 
houfes of the town are feen very prettily 
intermixed with trees, and the fteeple rifes 
from behind a fore ground of wood, which 
has a good effect. St. Neot’s is a clean, 
well-built town, has a good church orna-. 
mented 
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mented with a handfome or gan, and the 
river not only adds greatly to its beauty, 
but much enlivens it. : 

I took the road to Kimbolton, the coun-_ 
try continuing in general open; about 
Hale Wefton, the foil is a gravelly loam, with 
variations, The open fields let at 7s. and 
7s. 6d. per acre, and the inclofed paf- 
tures about 17s. The farms runfrom 40/. 
to200/, a year. Their courle of crops, 

r Fallow » 
2 Wheat 
3. Peale, &c. 


Andi Turnips 
2 Barley 
to Peale, - &e. 

They plough four times for wheat, 
fow two bufhels, and reap at a me- 
dium fifteen. For fummertilth barley they 
ftir four times, and twice the turnip land, 
fow four bufhels, and reckon the mean pro- 
duce at three quarters. They give but 
one earth for oats, fow four bufhels, and 
get at an average two quarters. For peafe 
they plough but once, fow four bufhels, and 
reckon 12 bufhels the mean produce. For 
beans, they likewife ftir but once, fow 
them broad-caft, four bufhels to the acre, 
never hoe them, but fometimes hook out 
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the rank weeds, and turn fheep in; fifteen — 
bufhels the medium. For turnips they 
give three earths, hoe them once; reckon 
the mean value per acre, at 355. and feed 
all off with fheep: They ufe from three to | 
fix horfes in a plough at length; and do, 
after the breaking the fallow, five rood a 
day. The profit of a cow they reckon at 
4/, The particulars of a farm, 
660 Acres 
60 Grats 
600 Arable 
£-300 Rent 
20 Horfes | 
20 Cows 
650 Sheep 
8 Servants 
10 Labourers. 


PROVISIONS, &g, 


Bread - = 2 ds Per iD; 
Cheefe - ~ 
Butter “eo. 
Peer! '- : 
Mutton -  - 
Veal. - i 
Pork. - + + 
Candles - - 
Soap, 8 


P) ow 


“eee on 


Labourers 


poms J 
Labourers houfe rent from 205, to 355, 
Wear of their tools, 20s. 
“Firing, JO s. 


IMPLEMENTS, 


A waggon, 20/, 
Aceart,: 12-4, 
Atoll: 58.5, 
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In harveft, 36s. to 40s. the month and 
board 

In hay time, 15. 6d. aday, and beer 

In winter, 1s. a day, and {mall beer 

Reaping wheat, 55. to 75. 

Mowing corn, Is. 

———-—- grafs, 15. 6d. tors, 8d. 

Hoeing turnips, 4s. 6d. to 5s. 

Ditching (the reparation) 4d. a pole. 

Threfhing wheat, 1 5. a load, or 5 bufhels, 

——-—— {pring corn, Is. a quarter. 
Kimbolton caftle, the feat of his Grace 

the Duke of Manchefier, is fituated clofe to 

the town; it is a quadrangular building: | 

The hall is 50 feet long by 25 broad, and 

hung round with family portraits, fome of 

E 4 which 
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which are very good. Out of it you enter, 

on the right hand, the blue drawing room, 

35 by 20, over the chimney-piece hangs a 

very fine picture of Prometheus, the horrible 

expreffion of which is very great. Be- 
tween the windows are fix fmall por- 
traits, excellently done, particularly the | 
man and woman in the middle; his face 

"is very expreffive, and the finifhing in hers 

the fame. The-yellow drawing room 35 

by 22, with a handfome glafs luitre in. the 

center: Here are, 

A moft admirable portrait of Lord Ho//and, 
with an attendant officer, and a per- 
fon adjufting his fafh ; the heads and 
hands, the drapery and the relief of 
the figures are all fine. 

A virgin and fleeping: child. Strange at- 
fade: 7 

Virgin and child. Eyes very bad. 

The faloon is 40 by 27; hung with 
crimfon velvet ;, the pillarsin two corners, 
I fuppofe, were neceflary to the building, 
but they are handfome ones; the flabs are of 
various marbles in Mofaic ; over the.chim- 
ney, a picture of Heffor and Andromache, 
the colours, attitudes, and expreflion of 

5 which 
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which are by no means pleafing.——-—-The 
ftate bed-chamber, 27 by 21, 1s hung with 
cut velvet, -the pier glafs and flab glaffes 
from Venice; the border of the firftis pretty. 
In the clofet 1s. a Magdalen; the exprefiion 
of pain in her countenance, is not amuls ; 
- the thought feems borrowed from Lord 
Pembroke’s Venus. —— Through the ftair- | 
cafe is a fmall room hung with very 
fine drawings after Raphael and Fulio Ro- 
mano. | 
The dining room is 30 by 27. 

The library 24 fquare; the book-cafes 
pretty. 

— From Kimbolton to Thrapflon, the country 
is in general open, very little inclofed be- . 
fides their paftures; I fhould obferve to 
you, that quite from Newport Pagnel to 
Thrapfone, the lands are all ploughed into 
_ broad arched lands about a perch and half 

over, and a yard higher in the center than 
the furrows. This cuftom is a very good 
one, where the water is let clean out of 
the furrows, but I have more than once, 
in winter feen fuch furrows two feet deep 
in water. About Great Catworth, the foil 
4s very good, clay in general, but fome 
gravelly loams, It lets the arable for about 

145. 
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-¥45. an acre, and the grafs 205. Farms, 
from 30/, tolooa yeat. Their courfe of 
crops, | 
1. Fallow 
2. Wheat or barley 
3. Beans, peafe or oats. 

They plough three times for wheat, fow 
two bufhels, and reap about 2 + or three 
quarters. For barley, they give the fame 
tillage, fow four bufhels, and reckon three 
quarters the mean produce. For oats they 
ftir but once, fow four bufhels, and gain 
at an average, two quarters and a half. 
They fow but few peafe, but when they 
do, they plough but once, fow four bufhels 
and reap on a medium two quarters. For 
beans they plough likewife but once, fow 
all broad-caft, four bufhels, never hoe, but 
fometimes feed the weeds off with fheep. 
They never fow turnips: In their ploughs 
which are all foot ones, they ufe from four 
to eight horfes, and after one or two earths, 
do an acre and half'a day. All their 
dung they lay on their barley lands, but 
feldom mix it with earth. The particulars 
ef afarm were, | 

250 Acres 
£ to Rent 
it Horfes 


so. } 
az Horfes 
20 Cows 
200 Sheep 
4 Servants 
- 2g Labourers 


PROVISIONS, &e; 


Breage) os ve 
Butter = - = 
i. Chae. ea to 
Bea = = 
Mutton - - 
Veal*.°*- 3 
Por, ee 
Soap - - - 
Labourers houfe rent, from 10s. to 30 Se 
Wear of their tools, 7s, to 105. | 
Their firing, 25s, 
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In harveft, 30s. a month and board, with 
carriage of a load of wood. 
In hay-time, 1s. 6d. a day, and {mall beer, 
In winter, 8d. a day, and fmall beer, and 
a mefs of milk of a morning. 
Reaping of wheat, 45. 
Mowing corn, 15. _ 
7 Mowing 


A 60 -j 
Mowing grafs, 15. 4d. 
Ditching, 5 ¢. per pole. 
‘Threfhing wheat, 2s. per quarter. 
———e— {pring corn, 4s. 


IMPLEMENTS, &, 


A waggon, 20/. 
A cart, 12/, 
Oak timber, per foot, 15. 62. 
‘The country between Kimbolton and 
Thrapfione is extremely pleafant, and more 
{cattered with villages and churches than 
any I ever faw; from one level plain, 
which rifes above the furrounding country, 
I counted with eafe twelve fteeples. It like- 
wife continues very pleafant and well di- 
verfified to Oundle. About Aychurch, be- 
tween TLhry/ion and the latter named place, 
the foil is a {trong clay. The farms are 
{mall in rent, in general from 20/. to 60/. 
land lets at 55. an acre. Their courfe of 
crops, | 2 
1. Fallow 
2. Wheat or barley 
3. Beans | 
For wheat they plough four times, fow 
two bufhels of feed, and get at a medium 
three quarters. They plough three times 
| or for 
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for barley, fow four bufhels, and reap four 
quarters. They fow fcarce any oats, and 
no turnips. For beans they plough but 
once, fow four bufhels broad-caft; never 
hoe, but the flovenly practice of feeding off 
- the weeds with fheep yet continues; three 
quarters they reckon the medium produce. 
They manure only for wheat and barley; 
fpread it on the fallows the end of Fuly 
or beginning of Augufl, and plough it in. 
They ufe three horfes at length, and do an 
acrea day. ‘The particulars of a farm I 
gained, were | 
180 Acres all arable 
£. 50 Rent 
10 Horfes 
30 Cows 
200 Sheep 
3 Servants 
2 Labourers . 


PROV TS 2 OWN S,. Se. 


Bread, per lb. | - Dems 
Butter, s- “ 
Cheefe, ~ - 4. 
Beef, = = ce 
Mutton, - oy 3 pas 


Labourers 
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Labourers houfe rent, 2s. 6d, and repair 
to 5s. and few higher; this is fur- 
prizing, notwithftanding the many 
quarries of {tone in the country. 

Wear of their tools per annuin, 8 5. 

Their firing, sos. 


LA BO. RR, 
In harveft, 30s. to 36s. a month, and_ 
board. 
In hay-time, 15. a day, and board. 
In winter, 8¢..a day and fmall beer, and 2 
mefs of milk in the morning. 
Reaping wheat, 45. 6d. and §s. 
Mowing barley, oats and beans, 1 5. 
—- Grafs, 1s. 4d. 
Thrething wheat, 15. 4d. per quarter. 
o————— Spring corn, 1S. 


IMPLEMENTS. 


Waggon, 20/ 
A cart, TO 
In the whole parifh are, 
1200 Acres of arable land 
8 Farms 
A large fheep-walk 
20 Labourers 
1 Poor 


wt ges 3] 
: Poor family that takes of rates 
55 Horles 
200 Cows 
2000 Sheep 

about 550 /, Rent | 

This whole track of country, quite to 
Stamford, 1s chiefly open and uninclofed, 
except in fmall parcels around the villages, 
which however give a pleafant variety to it 
in travelling; but it is melancholy to 
think, that in an age wherein the benefits 
of inclofing are fo well known and under- 
ftood, fuch vaft tracks fhould remain in 
fuch a comparatively unprofitable ftate.— 
Stamford is a very pretty well-built town, 
all of {tone, a quarry lying under the whole 
country; but the infamy of fuffering a 
{treet to be fovilely bad as that at the 
north entrance, cannot be too feverely re- 
marked; the pavement, uf fuch it 1s to be 
called, is nothing but deep holes. | 

As I fhall to-morrow morning view the 
noble feat of the Earl of Exeter, Burle:gh 
Houfe, and am again come into the great 
North road, after an excurfion from it, 
I fhall here beg leave to conclude this let- 
ter, remaining, | 
Dear Sir, 
Your's, Ge. 
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Roo Houfe is a very antient building, 

in the form of a quadrangle, very fpa- 
cious, furrounding a large court, and in the 
old ftile of building very handfomely or- 
_ mnamented with turrets, carving in ftone, 
ce, ce. Many of the rooms are but {mall, 
and therefore I have minuted but few of 
them diftinctly; nor have | marked all the 
paintings as they hang in each room, as it 
would be difficult to diftinguifh them by 
peculiar phrafes. Some are little more than 
clofets. 

The Billard Room, newly fitted up, 33 
by 23, the chimney-piece of white marble 
polifhed, and a rounding of Siena; it is 
light and pretty. 

The Chapel, not finifhed ; 33 ty 343 
befides the Anti-room, which is ornamented 
with very elegant eatved waini{cot. 

The Bow-window-room, 45 by 33; 
painted by Le Guere, who, with Verrio, 
painted a the ceilings, Gc. in the houfe. 

Out 
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Out of this you enter into another, 30 by 

24, with filver fconces around it, and fur- 

niture of the hearth the fame. Next is a 

bed-chamber, rich work on a black {attin, 

and lined with yellow filk; the fringe of 
the counterpane, and ornaments atthe head 
of the bed, are in a pretty tafte. In the 

— clofet are 

Three pieces by Gzeufeppe Chrerera. 

Adoration of the Shepherds, by Ba/fan; the 
colouring good. 

Two land{capes, by Ga/par Pouffin ; one of 

. them excellent. 

In the fmall clofet adjoining are two pieces 
by Swzth, of Derby; boys blowing 
bladders, and girls drefling a cat; ad- 
mirable: The diffufion of light ftrongly 
exprefied, and very ftriking. 

In the dreffing-room, 18 by 27, 

Two flower-pieces, by Bapiz/?, very fine. 

Henrietta, King Charles's Queen, by Van- 
dyke ; the drapery very well done. — 

Two fruit pieces ; Michael Angelo ; very fine. 

A bunch of grapes, by Mifs Grey, in wor- 
{ted ; inimitable. 

Honey-fuckles, by Ditto; very pretty. . 

Land{cape, a water-fall, by Harding ; the 
water well done. 

FOLK : F Here 
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Here are likewife a Chinefe pagoda in 
ivory and mother of pearl; very pretty ; and 
fome prodigious fine china jars: Nor 
fhould you forget to remark the India ca- 
binets in thefe apartments, and the japan 
card tables, both which, with a great va- . 
“ety of furniture, are vaftly elegant. In 

the following rooms are, 

Fruit and flowers, by M. Angelo ; fine. 

Mars and Venus; “fordans. — 

Pan, by Carlo Marratt. 

Venus and Cupid; N. Poufiin; fine, but the 

_ tky-blue a ftrange one indeed. 

Four pictures, by Carlo Maratt, but not in 
his beft manner. | 7 

Defcent of the Holy Ghoft, by Le Brun; 
heads amazingly fine. 

Virgin and Child; Correggio; the colour-- 
ing, &c. of this picture does not equal 
the idea one has formed of this great 
‘mafter’s genius. 

Wifemen’s Bicrises: Carlo. Doki: The 
finifhing of this picture is very fine ; 
the airs of the heads noble, the atti- 
tude of the child excellent, and. the 
colours and clear obfcure of great me- 
rit. 

Martyrdom of St. Catherine, by “fulio Ro- 


WANG 


ber 
manos @ piece containing numerous 
figures, and is very fine. 

Virgin and Child, by Carlo Cignani; very 
noble. 

A fleeping Chri, by Pouffin; moft exqui- 
‘fite. 

Virgin’s Head; a fketch by Raphael. 

Fofeph’s Head; a ditto by ditto. The name 
of Raphael i is great; but thefe fketches 
will not anfwer any one’s idea who 
has feen thefe alone of this matter. 

Virgin and Child; Schéedone ; a fine. 

Ditto, Albano ; excellent. 

St. Euflachiuss Vifion, by Albert Durer; a 
prodigious expreflion of the minute 
fort. 

‘Virgin and Child; Correggio; the attitude 
fine. 

Chrift bleffing the elements, by Carlo Dolci. 

To defire you to make a paufe when 
you come to this picture, would 
furely be needlefs; for all, from the 
connoiffieur to the clown, muft be 
{truck with aftonifhment at the frit 
entering the room: Sure never piece 
was finifhed in fo perfect a manner ; 
and at the fame time the great expre/fion 
fo little damaged by it; in fhort, the 

eR ~~ expreffion 
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expreffion of the foul is as great as the 
finifhing of the mouth; and the whole 
piece moft fuperlatively excellent. The 
divine refignation,—attention to the - 
moment,—-religious complacency of 
foul ;—allis moft exquifite: There 1s 
not only a picturefque beauty in this 
piece, but an zdea/ one, and ina noble 
ftile; for the fentiments in the coun- 
tenance of our Saviour, are rather thofe 
of an imaginary exiftence, fomething 
{uperior to humanity, than a reprefen- 

' tation of what is ever beheld. The 
| finifhing and colouring, down to the 

* ‘bread and napkin, are inimitable ; the 
general glow and brilliancy exquifite ; 
the bold relief of the right hand, be- 
yond expreflion; the hollownefs of 
the open’d mouth furprizingly touched. 
In a word, every part of this amazing 
work proves that Carlo Dolce: deferves 
to be ranked among the firft of pain- 
ters. | 

Adoration of the Shepherds by Ditto, 
amazingly fine. 

Chrift in the garden; Baffan. The ftrong 
reflection of the light very ftriking, 
but the ftile of painting coarfe, and 

~ almoft like tapeftry. | 
Martyrdom 
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Maityrdom of St. Catharine, by Parmegiano, 
after Correggzo; moft {weetly elegant. 

Virgin and Chrif?s body, Han. Carrache; 
very fine. 

Holy Family ; Andrea del Sarto; fine. The 
old female head excellent. 

Head ; a fketch by Correggzo; difagreeabl!e. 

Morning and Evening, two landfcapes, by 

, Tempefta; fine. 

Venus and Adonis; Greufeppa Chierera: Ve- 
nus’s flefh is well painted; clear, but 
natural, 

The Drefling-room hung with green cut- 
velvet, with elegant gilt papié machée 
borders, 1s very handfomely fitted up: 
The chimney-piece a {mall bafs relief 
let into the center, with a border 
around the whole of Szexa marble; 
very elegant. 

Chrif?’s Head; Carlo Marratt ; very fine. 

Adoration of the Shepherds; ae This 
picture is a good one, but the prin- 
cipal action ftrangely abfurd ; the 
Virgin holds the child in her lap, asa 
crier would a parcel of oranges. 

Virgin fupporting the dead body of Cari/; 
Vandyke: A fmall, but aftonifhing 
picture. The body is pec in the 

Be mit 
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moft admirable ftile; the expreffion 
exact, but great; the colouring exqul- 
fite ; the group and general effect fur- 
prizingly fe. In a word, this piece 
is truly capital, and worthy of infi- 
nitely greater encomiums than in my 
power to give.. 

Virgin, by Ferrato; fine. 

Virgin, Chrifi, and St. “fobu. 

Corifi appearing to Mary Magdalen, 

Holy Family. ——Thefe four by Carlo Mar- 
ratt, and very fine. 

Virgin, copied by Patours; attitude, co- 
Jours, and turn of the fhoulders, 
good. : 

The offering the tribute-money, in two 
colours, by Vandyke.. ‘The group, 
airs of the heads, and attitudes, ad- 
mirably fine. | 

Elifoa; Carlo Doli; prodigious fine. The 
colouring, expreflion, and general ef- 
fect, great. 

Affumption , Hantbal Carrache. 

Virgin at our Saviour’s tomb; Carlo Mar- 
ratt, after Raphael; very fine. 

Virgin and Child; OUR a fine, but 
an unpleafing picture; the faces very 
ugly. 

Flight 
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Flight into Egypt; Carl Dolci. The 
thought, manner, colours, and expref- 
fion, very beautiful. 

A Satire on the Capuchines; David Teniers 
very great expreffion. 

Adoration of the Shepherds, and Offering 
of the Wifemen, two Pieces by Polen- 
burgh; COE eee finifhing, and the 
- defign of the heads, very fine. 

St. Yobn, by Parmegiano; very fine. 

Centaur and Dejanira,; “fordanus; finely exe 
preflive. The female flefh foft and 
beautiful, and weil contrafted with 
the roughnefs of the Centaur. 

St. Sebaflian and St. Lucia, by Carlo Dolct; 
fine. 

A cat and dead birds, and pigeons in a 
bafket, by Dav. Conich ; extremely 
well done.. 

Venus rifing from the Sea, by Titian; very 
capital, Moft of the pictures I have | 
feen of this mafter are either in bad 
prefervation, or the colouring gone off — 
and hard. We look in vain for that . 
glowing brilliancy of pencil, of which 
we read fo much in many works on 
painting: But in this exquifite piece, 
the colours are admirable; nothing 

sae: can 
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can be more beautiful than the ex- 
preffion of the naked; the roundnefs 
and elaftie foftnefs of the breafts are 
inimitable; the beauty of the-face very 
great, and moft elegantly painted; 
her attitude very pleafing: In a word, 
you will view this picture with un- 
common pleafure. 

Albano, Ampbytrite ; fine. 

Roleant Savary, \andfcape; very fine. It 
is painted in the ftile of Salvator Ro/a. 

In the blue damafk drawing-room are fe- 
veral exquifite pieces; and the glafles, 
frames, &c. very elegant. 

Carlo Marraté. \Qur Saviour and the Sa- 
maritan Woman; fine. 

Celeftz. Adam and Eve lamenting over the 
dead body of Ade/; very fine. 

Guico. The Perfian Sybil; prodigioufly 
fine; the colouring and expreflion 

~ “wonderfully great... ; 

Fordanus. Teac blefling "facob; amazingly 
fine,” ¢ bie dying expreffion in D/aac’s 
me Bs and that of the whole piece, very 
capita 

Carlo Marratt. Virgin with the dead body 
of Chrif; exquifitely fine. 

Salutation. The colouring very fine; but 

the 
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the clear obf{cure appears to me very 
faulty. | 

Sordanus. Tobit; exquifite. — 

Carlo Marratt. Magdalen; inimitable. 

Titian. Virgin and Child; the colouring 
| a good deal gone off. 

Girendo de la Noche. The reconciliation ar 
St. Peter and St. Paul; the heads and 
hands very fine. | 

Ludovico Carrache. Virgin, ‘Chrift, and 
Fobn; extremely fine. 

Carlo Marratt. Magaalen. 

In another drawing-room, 30 by 27, isa 
moft noble chimney-glafs in one plate 
7 feet by 4; it is hung with crimfon 
damafk:; Here are feveral very fine 
pictures. 

‘fordanus. “fupiter and Europa. 

Marcus Curtius. 

Fortune. 

Death of Seneca, 

Thefe four pieces are all fine; but the — 
Jaft moft inimitable. The expreffion 
in the whole of Seveca’s figure is won- | 
derfully great; nothing can be truer 

_ than the reprefentation of the mufcles, 
and the pleats and folds of the aged 
body, 


Guerchino. 
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Guerchino. Chrif, the Virgin, and St. Sobn; 
very fine, 

The dining-room is an excellent one, 40 
by 25, richly fitted up; the recefs is 
within fome very elegantly carved and 
gilt pillars. Here are, by 

Ferrara. Paffage of the Children of I/rael 
over the Red Sea; fine. 

Morellio. Diogenes dafhing his cup to the 
ground; prodigioufly fine attitude and 
expreffion. It is life itfelf. 

“fordanus. ‘The beheading St. ‘fohn; fine. 

Genaria. Armida enchanting the {word of 
Rinaldo; extremely pleafing. 

Fordanus, Diana and Aeon ; the figure of 
Diana prodigioufly fine; the naked 
backs done inimitably ; the clear ob- 
{cure excellent, and the general effect 
very ftriking. 

A Head in Mojfaic; the only piece in that 
noble invention that I remember hav- 
ing feen; at a {mall diftance the co- 
lours are natural and fine; but near, 
the effect 1s by no means good. 

This collection, upon the whole, will af- 
ford any fpectator the greateft entertain- 
ment; for here are pictures that muft kin- 
dle raptures in thofe who remark nature 

alone; 
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alone; and others fufficient to afford the 
moft noble enjoyment to the moft learned 
eye. The pieces are extremely numerous ; 
very few of them indifferent, and many 
exquifitely fine. The collection of the 
works of Yordanus is moft capital ; they are 
in great numbers, and of amazing expref- 
fion. The death of Seneca is one of the 
fineft pieces of this mafter that 1s any 
where to be feen. Carlo Dolci is likewife 
feen here in furprizing perfection; his 
pieces in this collection are all good, and 
fome of them fuperlatively fo; particularly 
our Saviour bleffing the elements. ‘The 
two hiftoric pieces by Vandyke are particu- 
larly valuable, as that painter did fo few of 
them: The dead Crif? is of moft capital 
~merit. Of Carl Marratt we find many 
very fine pieces, but not upon the whole 
equal to thofe we fee at Houghton. Titian 
is exhibited in the Venus rifing from the 
fea, to very great advantage, confidering 
how few of his capital pictures are to be 
found in England. Guide's Sybil is worthy 
of the higheft admiration; and Pouffin ap- 
pears to advantage in feveral pieces. In 
a word, many of the greateft painters are 
here to be ftudied with profit and delight, 

and 
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and their works here to be feen the lafting 
admiration of every fpectator. Among fuch 
a number of exquifite pictures, it is difficult. 
to draw comparifons; but I believe you will 
be beft pleafed with Chr7? blefling the ele- 
ments, by Carlo BDolcr, the dead Cérif? by 
Vandyke, and Seneca by “fordanus. 

About Stamford, particularly north- 
wards, at Ca/fferton, &c. the foil is clay, and 
what they call creech, which is a poor | 
fandy loam; farms are from 20 /. to soo/, 
a year ; rents are, for field land, from 55, ta 
7S. per acre; and for inclofures, as high ag 
y/. Their courfe is, 


1, Fallow 

2. Wheat 

3. Trefoile and clover mixed for two 
years | 

A. Barley, fometimes wheat 

5. Turnips ‘a 

6. Barley 


For wheat they plow four times, fow two 
bufhels and an half and 2 4, and reap on a 
medium two quarters and an half. They 
give four tilths for barley, fow four buthels, 
and reckon four quarters the average. They 
plow but once for oats, fow four bufhels, | 
and get ata medium five quarters. For peafe 
they give one E firany, fow three bufhels, 

and 
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and gain in return about 22 quarters, For 
beans they likewife plow but once, fow 
them broad-caft, never hoe, and get about 
three quarters or 3 = at an average. They 
fow many turnips, plow for them three 
times, hoe them once, reckon the mean va- 
lue at two guineas an acre, and feed them 
with nothing but fheep.. They cultivate 
a great deal of fainfoine, fow it generally 
with barley that fucceeds turnips, 4, 42, 
and fometimes 5 bufhels of feed to the 
acre; they reckon that the land cannot be 
made too fine for it; it lafts twenty years. 
They always mow it once, and never more, 
and get for about a dozen, years two loads 
of hay per acre at an average, but for the 
firft year only one load. If they cut it of- 
tener, they reckon that it damages it- much. 
The particulars I gained of a farm were, 
fs teo-Rent 
200 Acres 
150 Arable | 
to Grafs 
6 Horfes 
10 Cows 
160 Sheep 
4 Servants 
2 Labourers 
3 IMP LE- 
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IMPLEMENTS. 
A waggon, 18/. 
A cart, 7/. 
A plow, 1/. 5s. 
A pair of harrows, 1/. 5s. 
A roll, from r/. 5s.to2/ 10%. 


LABOUR. 


In harveft, 7 5. 6¢.a week and board. 

In hay time, 1s. a day and board, for 
carting, &c. sg 

‘In winter, 15. Only three miles off it is 
VAP 

Reaping per acre, 5 Se 

Mowing corn, Is. 

———— grals, 15. 3. 

Hoeing turnips, 5s. 

Threfhing wheat, 15.64. tors. 8d. ey 
quarter. 

en — barley, Se. 15, 


PROVISIONS, &e, 


Butter, per lb. - 6 d, 
Cheefe, = ay 
Beef, é ~ 3 
Mutton, _ 2 3 

_ Veal, age 3 
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Labourer’s houfe rent, 20 s. an acre of land 
included. 

A modern improvement in this country 
is the laying their lands down with clover 
and trefoile for two years, and keeping it 
fed well down with fheep, by which means 
many pernicious weeds which ufed to trou- 
ble them greatly are got under, and their 
Jands kept clean and 1n good order, | 

Mr, Siffon of Cafferton, a very confidera- 
ble farmer, and a moft underftanding, in- 
telligent man, was fo obliging as to give 
me the above particulars: He is noted for 
his good hufbandry in general, and for his 
freedom from all prejudices againft new 
~methods of culture, He once tried lucerne, 
broad-caft, upon a clean fallow, but met 
with no fucceis inthe attempt. Burnet he 
has an experiment on, whichturns out very 
advantageoufly; the field has now a fine 
after-crop, the firft mowed for hay; but I 
forbear a particular account, as the follow-. 
ing paper contains Mr, Sz/fon’s own regifter 
of the experiment. I copy it from one he 
gave me, which was in his own hand. 

“* George Sifon, of Bridge Caflerton in the 
county of Rutland, farmer, did, in May 
1767, low, Upon an acre of -light creech 

; 3 land 
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land in Ingthorp lordthip in the fame county 
(properly cultivated as for turnips) 14/6. of 
burnet in an inclofure, which was fown 
with turnips, cultivated in the fame man- 
ner. After the turnips were hoed, the 
_ burnet was laid, and not meddled with till 
the time the turnips were {tocked for eat- 
ing, which was in March 1768; it grew 
to about 18 or 206, and fome 22 inches in 
length, having received no damage by the 
inclemency of the weather, although the 
turnips rotted much; and I verily believe 
it did as much fervice to the fheep, as the 
beft acre of turnips in the ground. They 
being remarkably fonder of the burnet than 
the turnips, I was under a neceflity of eat- 
ing of it until all the turnips were eaten 
olf, and the turnip land fowed. with bar- 
ley, which was the -firft week in pri/, 
Old Stile. 

It grew, and was a Pon rable cood crop 
to all appearance, but (being a liranger to 
it) I believe it ffood two or three days 
longer than it ought: It began to fhell 
very. much as I mowed it, which was in the 
beginning of Yuly; the weather being fa- 
‘vourable after it was mowed j prevented its 


fhelling mpch after that. Agter it was 
of 


+ properly 
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properly in order as hay or fainfoine, I 
carried it into a barn, and threfhed it out; 
and to my aftonifhment, when winnowed, 
there were 23 bufhels or two quarters and 
feven bufhels, which when weighed, was 
562 2 Ib. from 14 only being fowed: the 
fodder, the horfes eat much like the fain- 
foine after it was threfhed. 

N. B. The 14 1b. coft me 72d. per Ib. 
which amounts to 8s. gd. and the 562 
+ lb. after the fame proportion amounts 
to Tes as Meee ing 

“This being my firft experiment of the 
burnet grafs, the good fuccefs I have had, 
will induce me to make.a further experi- 
ment. I intend, (God willing) to fow 12 
acres of land in the fame lordihip properly 
cultivated in March 1769, with a crop of 
barley in order to find out the bef and 
moft advantageous method of dealing with 
the faid feed, and fhall endeavour to in- 
troduce it in another lord{nip in the fame 
county, and more of my family intend 
doing the like upon different foils. 


Witnefs my hand, 
Bridge Cafterton, 
Rutland. 


GEORGE SISSON. 
Vot. I. G 
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N. B. Fobn Gervis, farmer of little Caf- 
ferton, has tried the fame experiment ail 
the like fuccefs. 

Returning to Stamford, I took the road 
to Grimfborpe ; the country moftly open, 
and the roads execrably bad; about little 
Byten, their hufbandry is but indifferent, 
however their foil is the fame, it is clay 
and gravelly loam; farms run from 40 /. 
to 80 /. a year; rent of land about 4 $. an 
acre: Their courfe,- 

1. Fallow 
2. Wheat 
3. Beans, peafe or lentils. 

They plough five or fix times for wheat, 
fow from four to fix bufhels per acre: 
NN. B. their meafure 1s random work, fome 
acres very large, and others {mall, but the 
largenefs of the above quantity made me 
obferve their fields, and enquiring the fize 
believe by my eye that their acres in gene- 
ral contain near one and half or better, 
but {till the quantity of feed is very great: . 
they reap on a medium about two and half 
“quarters. For barley, they ftir three or 
four times, fow five or fix bufhels and 
gain in return, two quarters. For oats, 
they plough but once, fow three buthels’ 

and 


| Cm 

and don’t get above one and half or two 
quarters at an average; from which it is 
plain their foil does not fuit them, and | 
obferved the crops (even this good year) 
to be very poor, They plough twice for 
-peafe, fow four bufhels, and gain in return 
two quarters; They cultivate but few 
beans; plough once for what they do 
fow in the broad-caft manner, and never 
hoe, nor have any idea of feeding the 
weeds off with fheep, which flovenly cuf- 
tom I have minuted fo long; their mean 
crop two and half quarters; fcarce any 
turnips fown.. Their clover they commonly 
fow over wheat in the fpring, and if it 
takes well, let it le a year, mow it twice 
for hay, the fecond of which they reckon 
beft, contrary to general ideas; but their 
reafon is the number of weeds, they cut 
with the firft crop, a proof by the by of 
bad hufbandry ; at Mzchaelmas they plough 
up the fward, and harrow in wheat, which 
is running the land to impoverifhment ; 
but this is not however univerfal. Their 
dung they never mix with earth, but carry 
it directly on to their wheat fallows; they 
fold their fheep likewife on them, and rec- 
kon that 1000, will fold on an acre and 

G30 half, 
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half, never on the fame fpot twice; 160 
fheep they calculate will in a fummer fold 
20 acres. They plough with four horfes 
at length, and fometimes fix, and do an 
acre a day. | 


PROVISIONS, &. 
Cheefe + + - 4d. per Ib. 


Butteresrs. seers 

Becieash= sa wae 

Mutton - =FH2 

ema ieee pe hel og oe 

Roanies sh «oa rerig, Ty > ae 


Labourers houfe rent, 19 5. 
Their firing, 305. 


LA BuO Ui. 

In harveft, 6s. a week and board. 
In hay time, 15. 6d. a day. 
Reaping fer acre, 5s. 
Mowing corn, 15. 
Thrafhing wheat, 15. 6d. 

—-—— {pring corn, is. 64. 

The Duke of Ancafter’s park at Grin/- 
_ thorpe is of very great extent; the road 
leads through it for the courfe of about 
three miles ; the houfe appears at firft view 
(as well as afterwards, as you proceed) ex- 

tremely 
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tremely magnificent ; being admirably fitu- 
ated on a hill with fome very fine woods 
ftretching away on each fide; many hills 
and flopes feen in different directions, and 
all pointing out as it were an approach to 
the dwelling. In the vale before the houfe 
is a noble piece of water, with two pretty 
yachts upon it, the banks are boldly in- 
dented with creeks in a fine ftile, and the 
breadth and length confiderable, but two 
circumftances are much wanted to render 
it complete; the principal end of it appears 
in full view, inftead of being loft behind a 
hill or a plantation which this might eafily 
be,and would add infinitely toits beauty and 
magnificence for the conclufion of a water 
being feen, is painful at the very firft view: 
The other point is, the break in the water 
by the road, for in fact it 1s two lakes, 
and one being higher than the other, a 
real bridge cannot be thrown over ; at pre- 
fent it is a caufeway; but it might very 
eafily be made to appear fo like a bridge, 
as to deceive even thofe who pafs it, and 

this would be attended with a great effect, 
The houfe is a very convenient, anda 
good one, and. fome of the apartments 
very elegantly fitted up. The hall is 50 
| G 3 feet 
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feet long by 40 broad, and of a very well 
proportioned height ; at each end ina {tone 
ftair cafe parted from the room by ftone 
arches; but thefe are heavy. The chapel 
is neat: The tea room with a bow window 
is pretty ; the chimney piece of marble dug 
out of the park. Returning through the 
hall you are conducted up the {ftair cafe, 
into.the principal apartment; the firft 1s 
a tea room richly ornamented with fluted 
pilafters of the Corinthian order, finely 
carved and gilt, the ceiling, cornices, &c. 
in a moft light and elegant tafte, gilt {crolls 
ona light lead colour. Next is the din-. 
ing room 40 by 27, with two bow windows 
fitted up with gilt ornaments on a blue 
ground, The ceiling ditto on white in com- 
partments. The feftoons of gilt carving 
among the pictures, &c. is in a light and 
pleafing tafte. The chimney piece one of 
the moft elegant in England, under the 
cornice three baffo relievos in white marble, 
(but not polifhed) the center a man pull- 
ing a thorn out of a hion’s paw, well exe- 
cuted; thefe are upon a ground of Szena 
marble, and have a fine effect; they are 
fupported on each fide by a fluted Jonic 
pillar of Szena. In this room are feveral 
family portraits, and 

King 
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King Charles and his family by Vandyke ; a 
large piClure-and fine. 

The next is a bad proportioned room, 
being much too narrow and. low for its 
height, but the fitting up is handfome. 
Here are, 

Cocles defending the bridge. His attitude 
is a very tame one; nor is there any 
great expreffion in it. 

Two landfcapes in a fhowy file contain- 
ing each a large trunk ray a tree, 
pretty. 

A fire at night in a town, fine; the rhea o 
in the front ground are numerous 
and well grouped, and the light not 
badly exprefled. 

Chrifi crowned with thorns, the minute ex- 
preflion good; but never were ideas 
more truly Dutch. 

A battle; fine. I fuppofe by Béseeaians 

Two large pieces of cattle; I apprehend by 
Baffan. The diffefion of light is in 
his ftile, and likewife the roughnefs 
of the tints. ngs 

A Dutch fair. 

The blue damafk bed chamber is elegant, 
it is hung with blue paper upon which are 
painted many different landfcapes in blue 
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and white, with reprefentations of frames 
and lines and taflels in the fame; the toi- 
lettein a bow window, all blue and white. 
Out of this room, you enter the breakfaft- 
ing clofet, which is extremely elegant ; 
quite original, and very pleafing. It is 
hung with fine India paper, the ceiling in 
arched compartments, the ribs of which 
join in the center in the gilt rays of a fun, 
the ground is prettily dotted with coloured 
India birds; the window fhutters, the > 
doors and the front of the drawers (let 
into the wall) all pamted in fcrolls and 
feftoons of flowers in green, white and 
gold ; the fofa, chaws, and {tool frames 
of the fame. Upon the whole, it is im real 
taite. 

From Grimfiborpe to Colt/worth are eight 
miles called by the curtefy of the neigh- 
bourhoood, a turnpike; but.in which we 
were every moment either buried in quag- 
mires of mud, cr racked to diflocation 
over pieces of rock which they term mend- 
ng: A great houfe mufi be great indeed 
to anfwer the fatigue, pain and anxiety of 
fuch approaches!’ No environs are fo truly 
magnificent as good roads in a country 
. whigh abounds with dad. . Pity that the 

| tolls 
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tolls are- not trebled. |The country ‘is 
chiefly open, difagreeable and badly culti- 
vated. | 
It is very picturefque and beautiful, 
all the way from Colt/worth to Grantham, 
and all inclofed on the. right hand. 
About Paonton, the foil is a loamy gravel, 
lets: from 5's..sto: 15s. -an+acre;.:farms 
from 20/, to 1oo/. a year, their courfe, 
1. Fallow : 

2. Wheat 

Subenle<-- 

4. Turnips 

5. Barley 
which is excellent. They ftir twice or 
thrice for wheat, fow to pecks, and reap 
on a medium, 3 2 quarters. For barley, 
they pips twice, fow four bufhels, and 
gain 3 + quarters inreturn: For oats but 
once, fow four bufhels and get four quar- 
ters. For peafe, they give two earths, fow 
four bufhels and reap three, four, and five 
quarters. ‘They fow few beans, but their 
method is to plough once, fow-them broad 
caft, four bufhels, never- hoe, and. get 
about three quarters, For turnips they 
ftir thrice, hoe once; value’from 1 /, to 
3 /. feed them with fheep alone. They 
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mux ray-grafs with their clover, and fow it 
both on: barley and wheat, mow it once, 
and feldom get more than 1 2 load per 
acre: Their dung they lay on their turnip 
jand. | 


PROVISIONS, &e. 


Cheefe, . - 4d. 
Butter, ~ a 6 
Beef, - - at 
Mutton, - - 3 
Candles, - - 7 
Soap, ~ - 6 
Labourer’s houfe rent, 50s. with com- 
monage. 
Their firing, 40s. 
IMPLEMENTS. 


A waggon, 22/, 
Av capt; 12 /)° 228 


Ly A BO UR, 


From the beginning of ‘fume to Michaelmas, 
gs. a week, 

In winter, Is.a day. 
Reaping, 45. 6d. to.5s. 6d. 
Mowing grafs, 25. 

Hoeing turnips, 45. to 55. 
vile Ditching 


ios 
Ditching 24 yards from 8 d. to 204. 
Threfhing wheat, 25. a quarter. 
fpring corn, Is. 24d. 

It is a common practice around Graz- 
tham, to pare and burn their old turf when 
they convert it into arable land. The ope- 
ration cofts about twenty fhillings an acre. 

Mr. Middlemore, at a farm about three 
miles from that town, has for fome years 
tried a feries of experiments on many acres 
of land, a compleat regifter of which would 
undoubtedly be highly acceptable to the 
publick. The following particulars I 
gained of his bailey, as he is himfelf abroad. 
Near the farm-yard he has a clofe of about 
three acres with lucerne; a rood was tranf- 
planted in rows two feet fix inches afunder, 
laft March twelvemonth; it was cut but 
once laft year, once this year, and I found 
the plants about 18 inches high: They 
- were for their age fine and vigorous, but 
many of them had failed, and the intervals 
were quite over-run with weeds, infomuch 
that I wondered at the luxuriance of the 
plants while fo furrounded. The reft of 
the clofe is broad-caft, feven years old: It 
has been always cut three times a year; 
once this year, and when I faw it, was two 
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feet high, in blofiom, and very thick, but 
had many weeds among it. It had been 
_ always harrowed after each cutting, with 
amachine, of which I took the draught. 
See plate I. fig. 3. 
1, 1. Two bars of wood 7 fect long. 
2.2.2. Crofs-bars, 1 foot 5 inches. 
The teeth 1 foot long, — by 
one horfe. 

Sometimes he ufes that reprefented by 
fig. 2. which is a folid piece of timber, 
about fix or erght inches thick, and about 
a yard fquare. The laft cuts the deepett, 
but 1s apt tochoak. The lucerne has’ fre- 
quently been made into hay, and yielded a 
load an acre at each cutting; nor has the 
making it been found more troublefome 
than with fainfoine or clover. The bailey 
calculates, that an acre will laft three horfes 
at foiling the fummer round; but I appre- 
hend this is a very large fuppofition, for 
the appearance of the crop {poke no fuch 
matter in three cuttings. He thinks it will 
laft four or five years longer, and this I 
believe may be the cafe, 1{ the harrowing 
is well executed, and the ftrongeft weeds 
were dug out. All forts of cattle have 
been fed with it, but none affect it fo much 
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as horfes; and it yields in general more 
than any other grafs in that country, more 
than either fainfoine or clover. 

This gentleman has likewife cultivated 
large quantities of cabbages for feeding his 
fheep, (of which he keeps fome hundreds) 
bullocks, &c.. He has ufed them four 
years, and notwithftanding the lightnefs of 
the foil, which is a red fand, called here 
creecb, has found them of incomparable 
fervice. The forts he has planted moft are 
the turnip, the Baéterfea, and the winter 
green globe*; the firft have rofe to 52. 
weight, the fecond to 10 or 12 /6. and the 
laft to 14/6. The bailiff informed me, 
that the laft was much the beft; for be- 
fides the fuperior quantity, cattle like it 
better, and it lafts longer good in the 
fpring. It has generally been referved for 
the fheep in the month of April, and it 
ftands the fharpeft frofts. The turnip cab- 
bage, though well affeéted by fheep, is not 
liked by oxen, it being extremely hard, and 
dometimes flocky. ‘The feeds of thefe forts -. 
are fown in the beginning of March, and 
when four inches high, pricked out into a 
well dug bed. About Midfummer they are 


* I apprehend, the great Scoteb. 
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tran{planted into the field in rows four feet 
afunder, and one foot or eighteen inches 
from plant to plant. If the weather holds 
_ dry, they are watered with a water-cart, 
and at afmall expence. Six thoufand are 
generally allotted to an acre; they horfe- 
hoe them according as the weeds rife. The 
turnip cabbage-feed coft 75. 6d. per lb. and 
the pricking out the plants of either fort, 
1s. a thoufand, and the tranfplantation 
into the field the fame: A man fetts 1000 
or 1500 in a day, anda gardener 3000: I 
made enquiries into the product, but could 
learn nothing explicit; however, if the 
weight per cabbage is only 4 /, the amount 
is above ten ton, which, confidering the 
feafon of the year they laft to, is a moft 
valuable crop. 

Turnips are here cultivated in large 
quantities, but in an imperfect manner ; 
Their foil about Coldharbour 1s fo light, that 
they do not half pulverize it, even for this 
crop, faying that they fhould get {carce any 
crops; but their hoeing is very bad. , I 
walked over feveral clofes in a farm ad- 
joining Mr. M:ddlemore’s, belonging to a 
farmer who rents 550/,. a year; and al- 
though they had been hoed, they were 
quite thick, and irregularly fet out. Mr. 
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Middlemore ules for hoeing them a ma- 
chine, which I apprehend is his own in- 
vention. See plate I. fig. 3. 
1, Three feet five inches. 
2. Five feet fix inches. 
3- Nine feet. 
4, The wheels 18 inches diameter. 
The teeth are about 18 inches long, and 
ftand nine inches afunder, It is a good 
plan, and loofens the foil well; but then 
the breadth of the fhares (which is not 
above three inches) is too fmall to ferve by 
way of hoeing; the great ufe of it muft be 
inftead of harrowing, which is by fome 
farmers in the eaft of Exgland much prac- 
tifed, Ina field, juft by the homeftall of 
50 acres, wherein I faw that machine, Mr, 
Middlemore has feveral curious experiments, — 
This clofe of 50 acres was a few years ago 
let at one fhilling an acre in Sward; but 
Mr. Middlemore taking it into his own 
hands, broke it up, and has kept it in til- 
lage ever fince with great fuccefs. There 
are a few acres of it occupied by a crop of 
peafe in drills equally diftant of one foot : 
_ They were never hoed, but were well 
corned ; however, the crop was by no means 
equal to thofe of the neighbourhood broad- 
I call, 
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caft, nor to what the land would in that 
manner have produced. | | 

In this field I likewife found a ciungkeds 
ble experiment on barley : Obferving a large 
breadth of it, with a great difference be- 
tween one fide and the other, I enquired — 
the reafon; and the bailey informed me, 
that the beft part (which I apprehend will | 
be full five quarters per acre) fucceeded 
cabbages, and the other part (which does 
not promife above 34 quarters) turnips. 
Adjoining this barley 1s a good crop of 
wheat, with fainfoine drilled among it in 
one part, and fown broad-caft in another ; 
the latter was harrowed in fpring, and be- 
_ nefited the crop; both rife very finely. In 
the latter method, the common allowance 
of feed to the acre is about four. bufhels. 
Here is likewife an extraordinary fine piece 
of oats, fown with a peck of feed which 
Mr. Middlemore had from Flanders ; each 
ftalk bears a very-large quantity of grains; 
and the fpecies feem to prove greatly in the 


Bs change of climate and foil. 


Throughout all this country, and much 

I have already defcribed, is found a ftratum 
of ftone at a {mall depth from the furface, 
which precludes the improvement by clay, 
chalk 


Lay 

chalk or marle, and yet theirland much wants 
fomething further than farmeyard manure 
and the fold. Paring and burning in fo 
fhallow a foil can be practifed but once in 
many years, and when done, lafts but few. 
Lime was once tried by Mr. Middlemore 
upon turnip land, but the crop failed juft 
where the manure was fpread; and a ftrong 
_ proof now exifts, that this 1s no improve- 
ment; for oppofite this gentleman’s fields 
are fome turnip clofes of the farmer above- 
mentioned, One of 40 acres was manured 
from the farm-yard; another adjoining of 
40 was limed; the firft 1s well fpread with 
_ plants, and would prove a good crop, had 
they been well hoed; thofe upon lime are 
~ nothing. 

Mr. Middlemore has a fpiky roller, which 
I fhould apprehend of excellent ufe in 
{trong clays, but of none in this fandy 
country; it 1s 7 feet 6 inches long, 14 
inches diameter ; the {pikes {ths of an inch 
{quare, and 4 long, 100 in number. Alfo 
a movable fheep-rack, upon an improved 
conftruction, for feeding flocks with hay, 
bran, maltcombs, oats, Gc. See plate I. 
fig. 4. 7 
~My road not laying by Belvoir-caffle, I 
went thither purpofely to view it. About 
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three miles from Grantham, in the way 
the road rifes up a fmall hill, at the fum- 
mit of which fuddenly appears an im- 
nienfe profpect over a prodigioufly exten- 
five vale, which thofe who delight in ex-_ 
tent will be highly pleafed with. It is not 
however equal to that from Belvoir Caftle, 
which is feen almoft in the clouds on the | 
top of a vaft hill, for many miles around. 
From the rooms may be feen Lincole 
Minfter at 30 miles diftance, perfectly clear ; 
Newark appears in the centre of the val- 
ley; and Nottingham 1s eafily difcerned. 
The houfe is old, and the fitting up and 
furniture the fame; infomuch, that I may 
venture to advife all who, being at Gran- 
tham, and having fome inclination to fee _ 
it, but not a determined one, to give up 
the fcheme, for the road is dreadfully bad, 
and the profpect infinitely exceeded in real 
beauty by many in Ezgland. I remarked 
the following pictures : 
Two pieces of fruit and flowers, with a 
china bafon in one, well done, in the 
{tile of Michael Angelo. 
Landfcape, a rock, and a water-fall; good. 
Vir gin and child ; pleafing. 
Portraits of the hereditary ae? the count 
5 de 
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de la Lippe, and duke Ferdinand; 
very good ones, efpecially the laft. 

Landfcape; the glowing light behind the 
trees fine. 

Oxen ploughing, by a Dutch sang 

Storks; good. 

A witch’s cave, in the Durch tile ; ; roman- 
tic ideas, and expreflive execution. 

A cattle piece; good; | 

The fetting fun, a large landfcape ; ; the 
glowing warmth of the fky is fine ; and 
the architecture and trees well done. 

The holy Virgin; a large picture, in the 
manner of Guzdo ; the turn of the head 
admirable, and the general attitude 
fine. 

Gods and Goddeffés, I apprehend by Rus 
bens ; but not in his beft manner. 

‘The infide of a church; the architecture 

and light very fine. | 

Miracle of the five loaves; the figures nu- 
merous, and well grouped; the finifh- 
ing and colours good. : 

Landfcape,.in a dark file, but good. 

Two {mall ditto ;- pleafing. 

Leander, borne by fea nymphs. 

Cards; not fo Dutch as in common. 

A fleeping Bacchus. 
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The country between Grantham and 
Newark is all open; about Fofen the foil is 
a rich clay, which flacks after rain like 
lime; a ftrong mark of excellent land. 
Farms. are fmall, from 20/. to 36/. a year ; 
they do not hire or reckon by the acre, but 
by what they call orfe-fRins, which gene- 
rally contains nine acres, but varies; the 
rents generally er 4l. to 6/, Their 
courte, 

1. Fallow 
_ 2. Wheat or barley 
3. Beans 
For wheat they plough four times; fow 
two bufhels, and reap from 24 to 30, For 
barley plough four times, fow four bufhels, 
-and gain about the fame quantity as of 
wheat. They fow no oats, confidering 
their land as too good, For beans they 
ftir but once, fow them broad-caft, four 
bufhels to the acre, never hoe them, but 
fometimes hand-weed the largeft; mean 
crop 20 bufhels, Their manure they lay 
all upon their barley fallows. Jn their 
ploughs they ufe four horfes at length, and 
do an acre a day. The particulars of a 
farm I gained were, 
8i Acres in all, 
20 Acres 
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20 Acres grafs 
61 Arable - 
me. 30. Rent 
g Horfes (a furprizing number) 
6 Cows 
72 Sheep 
3 Servants 
2 Labourers 
In the parifh are, 
1080 Acres 
20 Farms 
80 Horfes 
60 Cows 
g60 Sheep 
2s. 6d. in the pound poor. rates. 


IMPLEMENTS, 


A waggon, r6/, 16s. 
A cart, g/. gs. 
A plough, 1/. 


LABOUR. 


In hay and harveft, 1s. aday, and board. 
In winter, 64. to 8d. a day, and board. 
Reaping wheat, 55. to 7s. 64. 
Threfhing wheat fer quarter, 25.to2 5. 6d, 
—-—— {pring corn, 15. 64, 

o | EE PRO- 
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| PROVISIONS, &,« 
Butter, ‘6 - 68 


Cheefe, + ae 
Beef, «= o = 3 = 
Witten, 2. ge 


fee: 
Labourer’s houfe rent, when no Iand, 1 oa: 
Their firing, 30s, 

Newark 1s a very pretty, clean, and well 
built town; remark when you fee it par- 
ticularly the {teeple, which for fome miles 
around appears very light and beautiful : 
There 1s likewife a new {treet worth view- 
ing; although the houfes are very fmall, 
yet each fide of the whole ftreet forms but 
one front, and in a very pretty neat tafte. 
How much it is to be lamented, that this 
is not the method in all the towns of Eng- 
land! | 

From Newark the country is moftly in- 
clofed to Tuxford, and appears to be pretty 
well cultivated: Around Cromwell the foil 
is fandy; but lets from 105, to 205, per 
acre; farms from 20/. to 100/, a year: 
Their courfe is, ; 

1. Turnips 
2. Barley or oats 
a. Ie 
| They — 
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They plough three or four times for tur- 
nips, hoe them once or twice; value a crop 
at about 40s, and feed them off with 
fheep. They give the turnip land but one 
_ ftirring for the barley, fow four buthels, 
and reap about four quarters: Oats they 

manage in the fame manner, and gain at 
an average four quarters, The few peafe 
they fow they plough once for, fow three 
or four bufhels, and get in return three 
quarters, When they fow beans, which is 
not often, and only upon particular pieces 
of land, they fow them broad-caft four or 
five bufhels an acre, never hoe them, and 
get about three quarters per acre, 


LABOUR. 
In hay time and harveft, 15, a day and 
board. 
In winter, 8 d. and board. 
Reaping fer acre, 45. to 65, 
Mowing corn, 15, 34. 
—-—— grafs, 15. 6d, to 25, 
Threfhing wheat, 25. to 2s. 64, 
——— {pring corn, 15.44. to 15. 6d, 


PROV 1S 1-O Nyse” &e. 


Butter, = a ai 6d, 
EP A Cheefe, 


Chieefey ae? = = aed, 
Beef, - xe 3 
Mutton, - mite 
Candles, - aS AA by 
Soap, erated 6 
Labourers houfe rent, 255. 
———--— firing, 205. 


The road from Stamford to Tuxford 
is excellent, and very well kept. The 
practice of ploughing on to broad- 
arched lands, continues yet on all but the 
lighteft foils; but the farmers in this long 
tract of country have little idea of draining 
off the water which lodges in the deep fur- 
rows; a circumftance of very bad manage- 
ment. , 

At Weft- Drayton I was fortunate enough 
to meet with a very intelligent occupier, 
who gave me a clear and confiftent ac- 
count of the hufbandry of that neighbour- 
hood. The foil is a rich fandy gravel ; 
the arable lets from 10s. to 125. an acre, 
and the grafs from 155. to 20s. The 
farms are not large, being in general from 
40/4, to. 1001 a re Their principal 
courfe is 

1, Turnips , 
2. Barley © 
: 3. Clover 
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3. Clover one year 
“a. Witeat< 

which, for land rich enough £6 wheat, aiid 
light enough for turnips, is an excellent 
courfe. They lay all their dung upon their 
turnip land, but never mix it with turf or 
clay. They very often lime their lands for 
all forts of crops; fow four quarters on an 
acre, which coft 15, 10d. per quarter, and 
the carriage they reckon as much more; 
but it lafts only one year. Sometimes 
they pare and burn the old fward, which 
is. done’ for..io:s,° 64. tS ress" an acre, 
furprizingly cheap. For turnips they 
plough three, four, and five times, hoe 
once, reckon the mean value at 355, an 
acre, and ufe them for feeding fheep and 
rearing young cattle. They give the tur- 
nip land two earths for barley, fow three 
bufhels per acre, and gain on a medium 
4 + quarters, fometimes fix, and even feven 
~ quarters, For oats they plough once, fow 
five bufhels, and five quarters the average 
produce; have now and then ten quarters. 
For peafe they give two ftirrings, fow three 
bufhels of feed, and get from two to four 
quarters. They fow tew beans, but plough 
once, ute four bufhels of feed, never hoe 

them; 
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them; the crop about 2 { quarters; clover 
at two cuttings gives three loads of hay. 
The particulars of a farm as follows: 
55 Acres in all 
12 Of grafs 
43 Of arable 
£.40 Rent 
6 Horfes 
7 Cows 
1 Servant 
3 1 Labourer 
Has annually 
8 Acres of wheat 
14 Of fpring corn 
7 Of turnips 
In the whole parifh are 
250 Acres 
3 Farms 
18 Horfes 
20 Cows 
£.200 Rent 
£. 20 Poor's Rate 


LABOUR, 


In hay time and harveft, 15. a day and 
board. 

In winter, 8d. and ditto. 

Reaping fer acre, 45. 6d. 

Mowing corn, 15. _ 


Mowing 


L, rep: | 
Mowing grafs, 15. 6d. 
Hoeing turneps, 45. 
Ditching, 15. 2d. the acre, or 28 yards. 
Threfhing wheat per quarter, 15, 114, 
———— {pring corn, 15, 4d. 


PROVISIONS, Ge, 


Butter, » Sg 
Cheefe, = - 4. 
Beef, - ete i 
Mutton, - = 3 


Candles, ~ POSER. 

M08Prer sdiediet botund 

Labourers houfe rent, 20s. 
Repairs of their tools, 14 5. 
Their firing, 355. 


IMPLEMENTS, 
A waggon, 20/. 

ef. 7 bk 10's, 

A plough, 1/4. 1s. 

A pair of harrows, 1/. 15. 

ie Folier; Ti, ¥'s. 


BUILDING. 


Bricks per thoufand, 12s. 
Oak timber per foot, 16 d. and 18 d, 
Afh ditto, 14d. 
They ufe in this country three or four 
horfes 
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horfes at length in a plough, with a driver, 
and do about an acrea day.—The product 
of a cow they reckon at 3/. 

Shirewood foreft was the firft large and 
continued tract of waffe land that I have 
met with, fince I left Hertfordjhire. 

At Bawtrey, hearing that Lyfier, 
Efq; had feveral experiments in agricul- 
ture of the modern kind, I defired to 
view them, and his clerk fhewed me 
them in an obliging manner, and gave 
me a very intelligent account of them. 
Mr. Lyffer has cultivated cabbages as food 
for cattle four years ; the fort he prefers is 
the large Scotch cabbage; he has raifed 
_ them frequently to 16 and 20 1b, weight, 
which is a vaft. fize. The ufes he gene- 
rally applies them to, are the feeding of 
cows both dry and milch; the rearing of 
young cattle which are exceflively fond of 
them, and the feeding of fheep. I viewed 
the crop of this year, which made an ex- 
cellent appearance; it 1s of two acres in 
rows, four feet afunder and two feet from 
plant to plant. Mr. Lyfer has the feed 
fown the latter end of Fanuary, or the be- 
ginning of February, he ufed to tranfplant 
them twice before they were fet out for a 

crop 
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crop in the field ; but this year he fet them 
into the field directly from the feed bed; they 
were tranfplanted the middle of Fune, but 
if the weather comes wet fooner by a 
fortnight or three weeks, he never omits 
making ufe of it. The number fet on an 
acre is 6240, and fix men plant an acre 
ina day; the mean produce about 1o Ib. 
per cabbage ; which 1s a very confiderable 
produce of above 27 tons per acre; but 
Mr. Lyfer’s clerk informed me that cab- 
bages are by no means fo fubftantial a 
food for cows or beafts as turnips, for that 
any given number of cattle will eat up 
many acres of cabbages in the time that 
they will confume a few turnips. In Oc- 
tober, they begin to burft, and by Chrifimas 
muft be all fed off. The foil upon which 
Mr. Lyfer’s cabbages are fown is a very 
light fand, which furprized me greatly, 
for a ftrong clay is what we find com- 
monly recommended for the culture of 
this vegetable; but I take thefe fands to be 
- naturally of avery rich and fertile nature ; 
indeed the land lets in general at 10s. or 
12s. an acre, which {peaks no barrennefs. 
The rows are always horfe-hoed three times, 
and I found the crop in an excellent order 

2 without 


iff aie 4 
without a weed in the field. Mr. Lyfer’s clerk 
was in general of opinion that the crop was 
hot upon the whole advantageous; for al- 
though all the cattle tried with them, feem 


very much to affect them, yet they con- | 


fume them fo quick, that a large produce 
of cabbages does not equal a {mall one of 
turnips. In addition to this, I fhould ob- 
ferve that the landlord of the Crown Inn at 
Bawtrey, who rents a large quantity of 
land, has made the fame remark in fatting 
oxen with them. | 

Upon this culture of cabbages, it is in 
general to be obferved, that turnips have 
in many parts of England been found of 
excellent ufe mn fatting of beafts, and even 
adequate to the purpofe; but the great 
fault of aturnip crop 1s the rotting by frofts 
early in the fpring, fo as to leave part of 
March, all April, and in fome counties 
part of May, quite without fpring provi- 
fion: The vegetable therefore wanting as 
a fuccedaneum to fupply the place of 
turnips at that feafon of the year, is one 
that will abide the feverity of the winter 
frofts; but from the preceding account, it 
is plain, that the cabbages Mr. Lyfer has 
cultivated will by no means anfwer that 


purpofe 
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purpofe as they are gone by Chrifimas ; buf 
we are not therefore to conclude againft 
cabbages in general, for other forts may be 
more lafting and hardy .than the large 
Scotch, particularly the turnip cabbage, 
and perhaps others. For this reafon I much 
wifh that Mr. Ly/er had cultivated other 
forts as well as the Scotch, as I doubt not but 
the fpirit with which he conducts his inqui- 
ries in agriculture, would have caft new 
lights on the benefits of the advantageous 
cabbage culture. 
- Befides this vegetable, Mr. Ly/fer, has 
cultivated carrots; laft year he had a fmall 
piece which was of incomparable ufe in 
feeding a large quantity of fwine; this 
year he has fome acres which I viewed, 
I found one field juft weeded and the other 
weeding; the crop exceedingly fine in 
point of regularity and growth but zz- 
finitely too thick ; in weeding the weeds 
alone were pulled out by hand, but the 
earrots not thinned, in fo much that every 
foot fquare prefented knots of three or 
four, and often more within an inch or 
two of: one another; no hoeing given 
them: If carrots anfwer fo managed, what 

: would 


f- g124 
would they not do if /oed three times as in 
Suffolk ? | 

“Befides thefe experiments Mr. Lyfter has 

an acre of lucerne fown five years ago 
in drills two feet afunder, . It is upon the 
fame fandy foil; he has generally cut it 
thrice a year and finds it of ufe in foiling 
horfes; but the clerk informed me, that it 
by nomeans anfwered natural pattures or 
clover in real value. It is however vigo- 
rous, and promifes to laft many years 
longer. 
_ This ingenious cultivator laid down a 
great many acres with Durch clover, and 
what is here called ribbed grafs, which I 
take to be the narrow leaft plaintain, and 
finds it anfwer very well, even to produ- 
cing in favourable feafons two loads of 
hay per acre; he fows 4 lb, of Dutch 
clover and 6 Ib. of rib grafs feed: The firft 
at 6d. per Ib. the laft at 4.d, and finds that 
all cattle much affect both. One piece 
he laid with them after a fallow in au- 
tumn and without corn, and found it to 
an{fwer much better than in common. 

I obferved in one of the fields an in- 
ftrument for levelling: See plate I. fig. 53 

If 
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If it is placed againft a ridge of earth and 
held down by a man by the handle (a), 
the edge (4) let againft the earth, and fix 
horfes fixed to the chains (c), it cuts up 
the earth until the machine is full, when 
it is moved and emptied, and applied freth 
to the work, but as the breadth is not 
above two feet and the length about four, 
it muft {trike any one, that the trouble of 
moving it-fo often as would be requifite 
in a few perches would, with the great 
expence of fo many horfes, equal; of pro- 
bably exceed the price of common digging; 
and then there is the difference of throw- 
ing the earth in the latter method directly 
into the carts, whereas in the former it 
will, after the operation, be to be thrown 
into the carts; fo that I much queftion 
whether any thing would be faved by the 
ufe of this machine; however I have given 
it, that if others are of a different opinion, 
they may try the experiment. 

Mr. Lyfler’s clerk gave me one piece 
of information, which was very fur- 
prizing indeed! That the butchers of that 
neighbourhood prefer turnips that never 
were hoed, to thofe that are managed with 
the utmoft attention, and will give more 

Vor. I. I money 
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money for an acre, the apples of which 
are not larger than a double fift, than | 
for one whofe products are as large as a 
peck loaf; and their reafon for this {trange 
preference is this; cattle, they affert, when 
feeding upon turnips ina field, bite large 
ones, and if the flavour does not: pleafe 
them, leave them for others, when the 
firft prefently decay and are rotten; but 
this objection holds proportionally. to all 
fized turnips, fmall in fuch cafes will rot 
as well as large ones; but to anfwer fuch 
ridiculous notions by reafoning is abfurd, 
facts fpeak infinitely ftronger ; afk a Nor- 
folk, a Suffolk, or an Effex grazier, whe- — 
ther he has any objection to large turnips? 
Why do fome of them take the pains to 
raife large ones, to have. the trouble of — 
flicing them to pieces?» Will ten tons of 
a vegetable fat as many beafts as thirty 
tons of the fame? The Bawtree butchers 
mutt be capital fools indeed !——and_ the 
farmers equally ridiculous, if fuch preju- 
dices ever become a rule in their manage- 
mene. 

From this town to Doncaffer, the road 
leads through a very light fandy country, 
greatly refembling the weftern parts of — 

Norfelk. 


Re. 


a ene | | 

Norfole. About Gantler ; the foil is chiefly 
fand ; lets at various prices, but all are low. 
Paritis run from 20/4 to 4o/ Their 
courfe is, 

1. Turnips 

2. Barley 

3¢ Clover | 

4. Rye, and fome wheat. 

They plough four or five times for 
their turnips, never hoe them, value a 
crop at about 255. or 30s. and feed them 
off with both theep and beafts. For bar- 
ley they ftir twice, fow three buhels, and 
gain at a medium a crop of 3 quarters, 
‘Their clover they mow twice in the year, 
and get about two loads of hay at the two 
cuttings. For wheat, they give the clover 
land but one ftirring, fow three buthels of 
feed, and reap at an average about two 
quarters. For rye, they likewife plough 
but once, fow two bufhels, and have in 
return about the fame quantity as of wheat. 
For oats they give but one tilth, fow four 
bufhels, and get in return about three 
quarters. For Beale, they push twice or 
thrice, fow three bufhels; thé mean crap 

12 or 16 bufhels; they lay all their ma- 
nure on. their turnips; ufe three horfes 
Le2 at 
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at length, fometimes two a-breaft, and - 
do an acre a day. 


CARO U ®,. 


In hay-time and harveft, 15. a day, and 
board. 

In winter, 10d, a day, and ditto, (very 
high!) formerly but 6 d. 

Reaping, per acre, 45. 6d. or 5s. 

Mowing corn, 1s, to Is. 2d. 

cine Aarals 15:20. 106 bi 6d. 

Ditching, 15. 54. the acre, of 28 yards. 

Threfhing wheat, 8d, the 3 buthels. 

barley, &c. 15. 4d. per quarter. 


IMPLEMENTS. 
A waggon, 20/, 
A cart, 10 /, 
A plough, 12 5. 
A hatrow, 12s, 


PROVISIONS, Ge. 


Cem ey 


Beet, Be Sy pele Per yds 
Mutton, = - 3 
Veal, ere eter 2 
Candles, - e 7 
Soap, = - “ 6 
Butter, * w 7 
Cheefe, - - 4. 
Labourers houfe rent, 305. 


l Wear 
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Wear of their tools, 5s. 
Their firing, 205. : 
The particulars of a farm, were 
£. 50 Rent 

6 Horfes 

5 Cows 

3 Servants 

1 Labourer 

Doncafier 1s avery pretty, clean, well 
built town; the ftreets broad and well 
paved. The town hall is a handfome 
building, the pillars very elegant, but the 
_ door in a heavy and an ugly tafte. A little 
out of the town ———— Wharton, Efq; has 
two or three fields of experiments, which I 
examined with much pleafure; particu- 
larly three or four acres of cabbages, very 
large and fine for their age ; they had not 
been planted above fix weeks, and their 
leaves almoft met; the rows were three 
feet afunder, and the plants two between 
each; but this diftance was evidently too 
{mall, as the horfe hoe muft be fhut out 
long before the wetnefs of the winter 
would render it neceflary to ftop. The 
plantation was very clean from weeds, hav- 
ing been hand hoed once or twice.. Mr. 
Wharton has tried cabbages feveral years, 
ee ae and 
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andfound them of excellent ufe in feedin 
all forts of cattle, particularly fatting beatts, 
They are greatly preferred to turnips for 
the latter ufe; it is reckoned that two acres 
will compleatly fat three large beafts: I 
was likewife informed, that they will laft 
late into the fpring, even to the time of 
turning out to grafs. As I gained thefe 
pieces of information of a neighbouring 
farmer, I was not able to difcover the fort, 
‘but believe it the common large Scotch; 
and if fo, the account is very different 
from the laft I received at Bawtree. 

Befides cabbages, I found in Mr. Whar- 
ton’s experiment field two prodigious fine 
‘pieces of potatoes, one in rows 18 inches — 
afunder, and the other two feet ; very fine 
crops as ever I faw; the foil very fine light 
Joofe fand, and I apprehend very rich; the — 
cabbages, &c. grow on the fame. They 
raife a great many of thefe roots about 
Doncafter, and reckon the mean produce of 
an acre at 250 bufhels, and the common 
price is 15, 4d. and 15s, 6d, a buthel: 
There have been fome wagers betted this 
year, that that quantity is gained from off 
three roods. 
: The fame gentleman has a {mall ex- 

pert 
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periment on carrots, which, like thofe 1 
have before mentioned at Bawtree, have 
not been hoed, but ftand guite thick on 
the beds ; they were very poor ones, nor 
could they poffibly be otherwife, notwith- 
ftanding the excellency of the foil for this 
root: One of the common carrots now 
growing in the fields of the fandy garden- 
ers (already mentioned) would outweigh 
40 of the beft that can be picked out of 
the plantations either of Mr. Ly/er or Mr. 
Wharton, and yet their foils appear to be 
as nearly allied as poffible to that of thofe 
gardeners ; but the want of proper culti- 
vation makes this immenfe difference. 
There cannot be a more pleafant ride, 
than from Doncafler to Rotherbam; from 
every part of the road various and agree- 
able profpects are feen, which vaftly enliven 
the country. But one is peculiarly pleaf- 
ing; itis a view of Coney/borough and the . 
cattle, with the adjoining lands. In the 
front 1s a prodigious fine break between. 
two large hills, which lets in a noble view 
of a large tract of fertile fields bounded by 
diftant hills, and over them a very extend- 
ed diftant profpecét. . The hill on the right 
hand is rough and uncultivated, and con- 
I 4. trafts : 
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trafts admirably to the oppofite one, which 
is divided into beautiful inclofures, with a 
great quantity of wood hanging on bold © 
flops down to the edge of the valley ; the 
cattle, which feems almoft complete, rifes 
in a moft picturefque manner from one of 
thefe woods, and in another part of them, 
appears the town upon the fide of the 
hill, with the houfes one above another, 
in a manner which adds greatly to the 
beauty of the landfcape. A broad river 
winds in a charming ftile through the 1r- 
reguous valley, breaking upon the eye in — 
fuch a pleafing ftile, that it is impoffible 
not to be ftruck with rapture at the view. 
Around this neighbourhood the foil is 
chiefly a fandy gravel; but under the fur- 
face through all this country the rock is 
prefently found; in fome places it rifes 
quite to the view like an artificial pave- 
ment, in broad patches of feveral yards. 
Land lets from 65. to 12s. an acre ; farms 
are from 20/, to rood, a year, Their 

courfe, 
I, Fallow 
2. Barley 
. 3. Beans 
4. Wheat 
_ For 


[ tar | 

For the latter they plough but once, fow 
_ three bufhels, and reap on a medium about 
20 bufhels. For barley, they plough four 
times, fow four bufhels, and reckon four 
quarters the average produce. They ftir 
but once for oats, fow four bufhels and gain 
in return about four quarters. In hci 
clay lands, they fow fome beans, plough 
once for them, fow four bufhels, and rec- 
kon the average produce at 18 bufhels. 
They fow but few turnips; but their cul- 
ture is, to plough four or five times for 
them, hoe them once, and fometimes twice, 
value a crop at about 305. and ufe them 
in feeding both fheep and beafts. The | 
particulars I gained of a farm were, 
Bok me Rent 

6 Horfes 

5 Cows 

3 Servants 

1 Labourer 


PROVISIONS, &e. 
Butter, - i. 6d. ad lb. 
Cheefe, - 4 
Beef, ~ “= = 3 
Mutton, - aig 
Veal, - - 3 
Labourers 
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Labourers houfe-rent, 30s. 
Wear of their tools, 5s. 
Their firing, 24 5. 


IMPLEMENTS, 


A waggon, 20/. 

A cart, 104. 

A plow, r/. 

A pair of harrows, 125. 
A pas 15S, 


ion Ee Ue 


In hay-time and aie 1s. a day and 
board. 

In winter, 15. and drink. 

Reaping wheat from 35. to 45. 6d, 

Mowing corn, 15. 64. 

seem grals, Iss 4d 

Hoeing turnips, 5s. 

Threfhing wheat, 9 d. the five bufhels. 

———— fpring corn, 1s. 6¢.the quarter. 
As I am now come into the region of 

manufactures, and my road running thro’ 

it for many miles, I fhall here make a 

paufe in my narrative, an conclude ae 

felf your, ae | 
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LETTER If. 


theram is famous for its iron works, of 
which it contains one very large one, 
belonging to Mr. Walker, and one or two 
{maller. ‘Near the town are two collieries, 
out of which the iron ore is dug, as well as 
the coals to work it with; thefe collieries 
and works employ together near 500 hands. 
The ore is here worked into metal and 
then into bar iron, and the bars fent in 
Sheffield to be worked, and to all parts of 
the country; this is one branch of their 
bufinefs. Another is the foundery, to 
which they run the ore into metal, pigs, 
and then caft it into all forts of boilers, 
pans, plough-fhares, &c. &c. &c. The 
forge-men work by weight, and earn from 
85. to 205, a week, but 12 5. Ohba. the 
average; the foundery men are paid by 
the week, from 75. to 105s. No boys are 
employed younger than 14, fuch from 3s. 
to 4s. a week. In the collieries, the men 
earn from 7$togs a week, ‘Fhere are 
few 
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few women employed; and only in piling 
old bits of {crap iron (which are brought 
to Rotherham by way of Hull from Holland, 
London, &c.) into the form of {mall pyra- 
mids, upon round pieces of ftone, after 
which they are fet into the furnace till they 
become of a malleable heat, and are then 
worked over again. 

Befides the 1ron mantfactory, they have 
a pottery, in which is made the white, 
cream-coloured (Stafford/hire) and tortoife- 
fhell earthern-ware: It employs about two 
or three and twenty men and 40 boys; 
the men are paid gs. a week for day-work, 
but much is done bythe piece, in which 
cafe they all earn more, upto 15 s.a week. 
Boys of nine or ten years old have 2s. and 
25.6d.aweek. There is alfoa very large 
quaritity of lime burnt in this town, which 
conftantly employs. about 20 hands, that 
earn ata medium gs. a week. 


PROVISIONS, &c. 


Bread, .- ~ 3 44. per lb. 
Butter, ~ =. 6 
Beef, ~ = 3 
Mutton, - - 3 
Veal, - mis 


eo ule 


Pork, 


[ 725 J 
op OS OL ge ret 
ewctie, ere gt 
Candles, - - 6 
Manufacturers houfe-rent, from 305. to 

505. a year. gag 
Coals fold by the waggon load, calculated | 

at two ton, for 10s, 6d. | 

But what gave me much greater fatif- 
faction than the iron works of Rotherham, 
was the cabbage culture of Samuel Tucker, 
Efq; who livesjuft out of thetown, This ex- 
cellent fpirited and accurate cultivator has, 
I apprehend, carried that branch of farm- 
ing to its ne plus ultra: He was pleafed to 
receive my enquiries with the utmoft po- 
litenefs, and an{fwered all my queftions 
with the greateft candor. He has planted 
them with great fuccefs three or four years, 
but never before had fo large a crop as at 
prefent, upon three acres of land. 

The foil is a light fandy loam, but very 
rich, and fufficiently ftrong to throw out 
any crop that is fown in it; it is notin 
many places above fix or feven inches, | 
and in other eight or nine deep, before 
the rag ftone appears, under which lies a 
quarry of building {tone : This fandy loam 
is in all feafons dry and healthy, and may 

| be 
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be ploughed foon after rain throughout 
the whole winter. This and the adjoin- 
ing fields could all be let at from 405; to 
505..an acre. It.bore wheat laft year; 
was manured for the cabbages in the fame 
manner as is ufual for turnips, about 10 
loads of rich rotten dung per acre: The 
wheat ftubble was turned up in the au- 
tumn, and a part of the field, upon which 
feven rows of the plants ftand, received 
four ploughings more, before the cabbages 
were fet; the reft of the field received five 

and fix more. ae 
The feed from which thofe feven rows 
were planted, was fown the 16th of laft 
Auguf, pricked out of the feed-bed the 
middle of Oéfober, and tranfplanted into 
the field the laft week in May; it happen- 
ing to be a dry time, they were watered 
till rooted. I obferved fcarce a gap in the 
rows throughout the whole field. The 
feed for the reft of the field was fown in 
the fpring, fome of which were tranfplant- 
ed into the field directly out of the feeds 
bed, and viewing them attentively, I could 
perceive fcarce any difference between fuch; 
and the others that had been pricked out? 
Mr. Lucker was of opinion, that it is the 
6 beft 
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beft way to make two tranfplantations; 
but obferved, that the plants which were 
taken directly from the feed-bed, rooted 
much fooner, and with lefs watering, than 
the others. All the feed for the whole 
field did not exceed half a pound, was fown 
on three or four perches of ground in the 
garden, and produced plants enough for 
ten acres of land. 

The feven rows from the autumn foie 
ing are much the fineft; many of them 
- cabbaged largely ; fome I examined that | 
weigh, I guefs, 10 or 11. at prefent, and 
when in perfection muft amount to near 
30/6. The reft of the field, however, is 
inferior to thefe rows alone, but the whole 
a moft noble crop. The plants on one 
fide of 1t are much fmaller than the reft, 
owing however to no other caufe than a 
later planting, Mr, Tucker purpofely vary- 
ing the feafon, that they might not all 
come to perfection at once. And in this, 
I apprehend, he judged right; for I have 
no conception that cabbages, which at the 
_ beginning of Axgu/t weigh above even 6//. 
can poffibly laf longer than Oéober; 
- whereas thofe which are now much lefs, 
may abide the winter much better; how- 
ever, this is merely my own conjecture. 

| The 


[ ae 7 


The whole field is planted in rows four 
feet afunder, and the plants at two feet and 
two feet fix inches from. each other; con- 
fequently an acre holds about 5000 cab- 
bages. But here I muft be allowed to dif- 
fer in opinion from the practice. of this 
very ingenious cultivator; the plants are 
now fo {pread, as quite to {hut out a horfe 

from the intervals, and in the rows they 
~ perfectly crdud one another, which in the 
nature of things cannot permit fingle cabs 
bages to grow to fo great a weight, as if 
they enjoyed the full fpace and air that 
nature demands. Perhaps it may be faid, 
that the greater number of cabbages gained 
in this way will more than make up for 
fuch a lofs: It may poffibly be fo, but ex- 
periment can alone decide it, Was I to 
plant cabbages on ground as rich as Mr. 
Tucker's, 1 fhould place the rows fix feet 
afunder, and give each plant three feet in 
the rows; and from the furprizing fize of 
that gentleman’s plants at this time, Iam 
confident the cabbages would join in a 
month or fix weeks. 

The whole plantation has been horfe- 
hoed twice, and I found it as clean from 
weeds as a garden, In the tranfplanta- 

tion, 
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tion, three men in half a day fet 3000 
plants. | 

Two years ago, Mr. Tucker’s cabbages 
weighed, he calculates, about 10/4. each 
at an average: Many of them 23/4, Laft 
year, being on a much worfe foil, they 
were not fo good. 

In refpect to the ufes of them; he begins 
to cut them about Martinmas. His me- 
thod is to take up three or four rows at 
different diftances in the field to admit a 
cart, and then to pick fuch as require cut- 
ting from the whole, by which means the 
crop lafts vaftly longer than if the cab- 
bages were regularly drawn. The quan« 
tity which requires cutting before Chrifimas, 
is not confiderable, that being the time 
when they chiefly come in. They have 
every year lafted till the end of March, and 
fome till the beginning of April, They 
have been of excellent fervice in feeding 
milch cows, weaned calves, and fatting 
beafts. If the cows are confined totally 
to cabbages, the milk has a rank tafte; but 
if they have other food befides, and depend 
on thefe but in part, no fuch effeéct 1s per- 
ceived. lLaft year two acres and a half, 
much worfe than the prefent crop, kept 

Vor. I, K twelve 
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twelve cows (with fome ftraw) the princi- 
pal part of the winter. The oxen Mr. 
Tucker has fatted on them, have proved 
excellent beef. His pigs eat them very 
greedily. 

The vaft crops of corn he raifes after 
this vegetable, prove that it by no means 
exhaufts the foil, notwithftanding he con- 
{tantly draws them, and never feeds in the 
field. He has raifed more than ten quar- — 
ters of oats per acre, the firft crop. after 
them, and eight quarters the fecond crop 
without any fallow intervening, which is a 
furprizing produce, confidering that his 
farm never receives any other fallow than 
the cultivation of fallow crops, v7z. turnips 
and cabbages. 

This gentleman has a very curious ex- 
periment on wheat ; it is acrop fown with 
feed from Dunflable; it is an excellent 
-one, and the grain much improved. It 
is pity that feed 1s not changed often, and 
from a greater diftance than is common. 

Another circumftance, though not con- 
cerning agriculture, I fhould not forget; 
which is the landfcape from Mr. Tucker's 
cabbage-field, fituated on the top of a hill. 
J would at any time, with the utmoft plea- 
{ure, 
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fure, ride forty miles to view fuch another, 
You look down a very bold defcent upon | 
an extenfive valley, moft exquifitely beau- 
tiful; chiefly meadows of admirable ver- 
dure, and all interfected with hedges 
and fcattered trees. Three rivers wind 
through it in different directions, in the 
moft pleafing manner imaginable; loft in 
fome places among the trees, and breaking ~ 
upon the eye in others, in a {tile of pictu- 
refque elegance, eafier conceived than ex- 
prefled. They appear in eighteen diffe- 
rent and almoft unconnected fpots, info- 
much that the whole valley is ornamented 
with them in a moft charming manner: 
It is every way bounded by hills, waving 
one above another, fcattered with villages, 
and beautifully cultivated to their tops. 
You look immediately down on one fide 
upon Rotherham, and Sheffield is feen in the 
vale at the diftance of fix miles. There is 
diftant profpeét enough to give a variety 
to the {cene, and not fufficient to fatigue | 
the eye, which commands every part of 
this bewitching landfcape with eafe and 
delight. 
From Rotherham to Sheffield the road is 
: K 2 — execrably 
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execrably bad, very ftony, and anaitvell 
full of holes. 

_ Sheffield contains about 30,000 inhabi- 
tants, the chief of which are employed in 
the manufacture of hard-ware: The great 
branches are the plating-work, the cutlery, 
the lead works, and the filk mill. To give 
a clear and diftinét account of thefe arti- 
- cles, would require infinitely more time 
than any one can fuppofe an agricultural © 
obferver could give them. 

In the plated work fome hundreds of 
hands are employed ; the men’s pay extends 
from gs. a week to 60/. a year: In works 
of curiofity, it muft be fuppofed that dex- 
terous hands are paid very great wages. 
Girls earn 45. 6d. and 55. a week; fome 
even to gs. Nomen are employed that — 
earn lefsthan gs, Their day’s work, includ- 
ing the hours of ceffation, is thirteen. 

In the cutlery branch are feveral fub- 
divifions, fuch as razor, knife, {ciffar, lan- 
cets, flems, @c. &c. Among thefe the 
grinders make the greateft earnings; 18s. 
1g s. and 20s. a week, are common among 
them; but this height of wages is owing in 
a great meafure to the danger of the em- 

ployment; 
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ployment; for the grindftones turn with 
fuch amazing velocity, that by the mere 
force of motion they now and then fly in 
pieces, and kill the men at work on them. 
Thefe accidents ufed to be more common 
than they are at prefent; but of late years 
they have invented a method of chaining 
down an iron over the ftone on which the 
men work in fuch a manner, that in cafe 
of the abovementioned accidents, the 
pieces of the {tone can only fly forwards, 
and not upwards ; and yet men by the force 
of the breaking have been thrown back in 
a furprizing manner, and their hands 
{truck off by fhivers of the ftone. The 
mechanifm of thefe grinding wheels is very 
curious; many grindftones are turned by - 
a fet of wheels which all receive their mo- 
tion from one water-wheel, increafing in 
velocity from the firft movement to the 
laft, which is aftonifhing; in the finifhing 
wheels it is fo great, that the eye cannot 
perceive the leaft motion, In the other 
branches of the cutlery, workmen earn 
from 1s. 6d, and 2s, to 105. 6d, a day: 
The firft are common wages, and the laft 
eafily earned by the polifhers of the razors. 
Surprizing wages for any manual. perfor- 

K 3 mances | 
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mances! All the hands in thefe branches 
have conftant employment, 
Here is likewife a filk mill, a copy from 


the famous one at Derdy, which employs — 


152 hands, chiefly women and children; 
the women earn 5 or 6s. a week by the 
pound; girls at firft are paid but 15s. or 
1s. 2d, a week, but rife gradually higher, 
till they arrive at the fame wages as the 
women. It would be prepofterous to 
attempt a defcription of this 1immenfe me- 
chanifm,; but it is highly worthy of obfer- 
vation, that all the motions of this compli- 
cated fyftem are fet at work by one 
water-wheel, which communicates motion 
to others, and they to many different ones, 
until many thoufand wheels and powers 
are fet at work from the original fimple 
one. They ufe Bengal, China, Turkey, 
Piedmont and American raw filk; the Jéa- 
lian cots them 355. a pound, but the me- 
rican only 205. it 1s a good filk, though 
not equal to the Pzedmont. This mill works 
up 1504. of raw filk a week all the year 
round, or 7800 per annum. ‘The erection 
of the whole building, with all the mecha- 

nifm it contains, coft about 7000 /. 
I would advife you, in cafe you take this 
place 
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place in your way to the more northerly 
parts, to view all the mills in town ; among 
others, do not forget the tilting-mill, which 
is a blackfmith’s immenfe hammer in con-~ 
- ftant motion on an anvil, worked by wa- 
ter-wheels, and by the fame power the 
bellows of a forge adjoining kept regularly 
blown: The force of this mechanifm is 
prodigious; fo great, that you cannot lay 
your hand upon a gate at three perch di- 
ftance, without feeling a {trong trembling 
motion, which 1s communicated to all the 
earth around. 

Upon the whole, the manufacturers of 
Sheffield make immenfe earnings: There 
are men who are employed in more Jabo- 
rious works, that do not earn above 6 or 
75. a week, but their number 1s very {mall ; 
in general they get from gs. to 205. a 
week ; and the women and children are 
all employed in various branches, and 
‘earn very good wages, much more than 
by fpinning wool in any part of the king- 
dom. The poor’s rates in this town ge- 
nerally run at about 45. inthe pound. All 
1 converfed with aflured me, that their 
bufinefs has never been fo great fince, as 
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it was during the war: Every branch was 
then ftrained to an unufual brifkneds. 

The country between Sheffield and Barn- 
fley is fine; it abounds with the beauties 
of landicape, and has a pleafing variety. 
The foil is in general good, and the crops 
the fame, At LHeclesfield 1 converfed with 
a fenfible farmer, whofe account of their 
hofbandry was this: 

Farms run from 20/. to 80/4 and the 
rent of land from 145, to 205, an acre, 
Their courfe of crops, 

J. Fallow 
2. Wheat 
3. Clover 
| 4. Wheat 
This is very bad hufbandry. Another is, 
1. Fallow 
2, ,.Wheat 
3. Oats 
They plough five times for wheat, fow ten 
pecks, and reckon the mean produce at 
20 bufhels. For barley they give five 
tilths, fow 32 buthels, and get on an 
average 4 quarters. For oats they ftir but 
once, fow five bufhels, and get in return 
four quarters. For peafe they likewife 
give 
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give but one earth, fow three bufhels, and 
reckon the medium at 20. They plough 
eC once for beans, fow them broad-catt 
3 4 bufhels, never hoethem, and reap about 
=20. For turnips they ftir five times, hoe 
them once or twice, value an acre at about 
4os. and ule them for fheep, and ftall- 
feeding bullocks. They drain their lands 
with much attention, being in many places 
of a wet fpringing nature. They cut them 
_ from two to fix feet deep, according as the 
fprings are found which damage the land; 
the price 1s about 15. a perch; but this re- 
lates only to good farmers, who copy it from 
the Marquis of Kockingham. They lay a 
confiderable quantity of lime upon their 
lands, about four quarters an acre, and 
doit for all forts of crops. Their yard ma- 
nure they never mix with earth, lay it on 
wheat and turnip land. They fow fome 
rye, plough for it five times, fow two 
bufhels, and reap on a medium 30. | 

They ufe three and four horfes in a 
plough, at length, and do an acre a day. 
They let their cows at 455. for twenty 
weeks in fummer. ‘The particulars of a 
| jar : | 


70 Acres 
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7o Acres in all 
25 Ditto grafs 
45 Arable 
{5 30% Rent 

24 Acres of wheat 
18 Spring corn 

4 Turnips 

4 Horfes 

6 Cows 

8 Oxen 

3 Servants 

1 Labourer 


LABOUR. 


In harveft, 15. a day, and board. 
In hay-time, 15. a day and board, for 
mowing. 

In winter, 15. 

Reaping wheat, 45. 6d. and 55, 

Mowing grafs, 15. 6d. 

Hoeing turnips, 45. and 2s. the fecond, 

Ditching, 25.for 28 yards the acre. 
Threfhing wheat, $d. the load of three 

| buthels. 

Barley, 15. a quarter: 

Oats, 8d. ditto. 


PRO. 
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PROVISIONS, &c. 


| Bread aes eee 2 

Oat ditto, » ft | 

BEE wats 8 (This price muft be 
owing to the nero of Sheffield) 

Cheefe = = 


meet - — “ oF 
Mutton - - 324 
Veal - Seen 
Pork - - - 4 
Candles - - A 


Labourers houfe-rent 40 s: 
Wear and tear of their tools, 65. 
Their firing, 20s. 


IMPLEMENT 5S, &c. 


A waggon, 14 /, 

AdCart, Fanos. 

A plough, 1/. 

A harrow, 14105. 

A roller, 10s. 6d. 
Bricks per thoufand, 10s. 

The Earl of Strafford’s feat at Went- 
qworth-caftle, near Barnfley, 1s very well 
worth feeing. The new front tothe lawn 
is one of the moft beautiful in the world: 

| It 
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{t is furprizingly light and elegant; the 
portico, fupported by fix pillars of the 


Corinthian order, is exceedingly elegant; — 
the triangular cornice inclofing the arms, — 


as light as pofflible; the balluftrade gives 


a fine effect to the whole building, which © 


is exceeded by few in lightnefs, unity of 
parts, and that pleafing fimplicity which 
mutt {trike every beholder. 

_ The hall is 40 by 40, the ceiling fup- 
ported by very handfome Corznthran pillars ; 
and divided into compartments by cornices 
elegantly worked and gilt; the divifions 


painted in a very pleafing manner. On — 


the left hand you enter an anti chamber, 


twenty feet fquare, then a bed-chamber of — 


the fame fize, and thirdly a drawing-room 
of the like dimenfion; the pier glafs is 
large, but the frame rather in a heavy 
ftile,- Over the chimney is fome carving 


by Gibbons. 
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The other fide of the.hall opens intoa _ 


drawing-room, 40 by 25. The chimney- 
piece exceedingly elegant; the cornice fur- 
rounds a plate of Szexa marble, upon which 
is a beautiful feftoon of flowers in white; 


it is fupported by two pillars of Siena — 


' wreathed 
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wreathed with white, than which nothing 
can have a better effect. The door-cafes 
are very elegantly carved and gilt. Here are 
three fine flabs, one of Egyptian granate, 
and two of Siena marble; alfo feveral 
pictures. ) 
Carlo Maratt. David with Goliab’s head, 
fuppofed by this mafter; fine. 
Salvator Rofa. Two cattle pieces, exceed- 
ingly fine, and ina more finifhed and 
agreeable ftile, than what is com- 
monly feen of this mafter. 
Guido. Diana, copied from this matter, 
the naked body is painted well, but 
the arms in the blue drapery very ill 
done; it is not at firft fight clear, 
whether the figure has a right arm 
or not. 
Paulo Mattea. Abrabam. 
- Dining-Room, 25 by 30. Here is found 
| the great Earl of Strafford, by Vandyke 
the expreflion of the countenance and © 
the painting of the hands very fine. 
Going up-ftairs, (the ftair-cafe by the 
bye is fo lofty as to pain the eye) you enter 
the gallery, which is one of the moft beau- 
tiful rooms in England.  Itis 180 feet long 


by 


tae} | 

by 24 broad, and 30 high. It is in threé 
divifions ; a large one in the center, and a 
fmall one at each end; the divifion is by 
very magnificent pillars of marble, with 
gilt capitals: In the fpaces between thefe 
_ pillars and the wall, are ftatues, 
: Apollo, 

An Egyptian Prieftefs, 

Bacchus, and 

Ceres. 

This noble gallery is defigned and ufed 
as a rendezvous-room, and an admirable 
one it is; one end is furnifhed for mufic, 
and the other with a billiard-table: This is 
the ftile which fuch rooms fhould always be 
regulated in. At each end is a very ele- 
gant Venetian window, contrived (like fe- 
veral others in the houfe) to admit the air 
by fliding down the pannel under the 
center part of it. The cornices of the 


end-divifions are of marble, richly orna- _ 


mented. Here are feveral valuable pic- 
tures. 
Borgognone. ‘Two battle pieces. 
Vandyke. Charles 1. in the Ifle of Wight; 
very fine. 
Baffan: Wifemen's Offerings. | 
. Carle 
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Cario Marratt: Wimfelf, and Turkish lady 
kept by him; the lady 1s beautiful 
and graceful: Carlo had a better tafte 
than Rubens. — 

Titian. Miracle by St. Pau; group and 
colouring very fine. 

Carlo Marratt. Chrift in the garden, and 
the bloody iffue cured; very fine. 

Michael Angelo. ‘Two fharpers cheating a 
gentleman at cards; very fine. Vi- 
fion of St. Fobn; the ames © and 
attitude bad. 

Lord Strafford’s Library 1s a good room, 
thirty by twenty, and the book-cafes hand- 
-fomely difpofed. 

Her ladythip’s dreffing-room is extreme- 
ly elegant, about 25 feet {quare, hung with 
blue India paper; the cornice, ceiling and 
ornaments, all extremely pretty; the toilette 
boxes of gold, and very hand{fome. 

Her ladyfhip’s reading clofet is excef- 
fively elegant, hung with a painted fattin, 
and the ceiling’ in Mofaics feftooned with 
honeyfuckles; the cornice of glafs painted 
with flowers: It is a {weet little room, and 
mutt pleafe every fpectator. On the other 
fide of the drefling-room is a bird clofet, 
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in which are many cages of finging birds? 
the bed-chamber 25 {quare, 1s very hand- 
fome; and the whole apartment. very 
Heatinaly complete. : 
But Wentworth-caftle is more fatnous for 
the beauties of the ornamented environs, 
than for that of the houfe, though the front 
is fuperior to many. The water and the 
woods adjoining, are {ketched with great 
tafte. The firft extends through the park 
in a meandering courfe, and nae 4 It is 
viewed, the terminations are no where feen, 
having every where the effect of a real and 
very beautiful river ; the groves of oaks fill 
up the bends of the ftream in the moft 
elegant manner. Here advancing thick 
to the very banks of the water; there ap: 
pearing ata diflance, breaking away toa 
few f{cattered trees in fome fpots, and in 
others joining their branches into the moft 
folemn brownnefs. The water, in many 
places, is feen from the houfe between the 
trees of feveral {cattered clumps moft pic- 
turefquely ; 1n others it 1s quite loft behind 
hills, and breaks every where upon the view 
in a {tile that cannot be too much admired. 
The {hrubbery that adjoins the houfe is 

-  difpofed 
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difpofed with the utmoft elegance: The 
waving flopes dotted with firs, pines, &c, 
are exceflively pretty, and the temple is 
fixed at fo beautiful a fpot, as to command 
the fweet landfcape of the park, and the 
rich profpect of adjacent country, which 
rifes in a bold manner, and prefents an 
admirable view of cultivated hills. 

‘Winding up the hill among the planta- 
tions and woods which are laid out in an 
agreeable taite, we came to the bowling 
green which is thickly encompaffed wih 
evergreens; retired and beautiful with a 
very light and pretty Chinefe temple on one 
fide of it; and from thence crofs a dark 
walk catching a moft beautiful view of a 
bank of diftant wood. The next objec 
is a ftatue of Ceres in a retired {pot, the 
arcade appearing with a good effect, and 
through the three divifions of it, the dif 
tant profpect is feen very finely, The 
lawn which leads up to the daftle is ele- 
gant, there is a charnp of firs on one 
fide of it, through which the diftant pro- 
{pect is feen; and the above mentioned 
ftatue of Ceres, caught in the hollow of a 
dark grove, with the moft picturefque ele- 

Vor. I. Le gance, 
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gance, and is one among the few ini{tances 
of ftatues being employed in gardens with 
real tafte. From the platform of grafs 
within the caftle walls (in the center of 
which is a ftatue of the late earl who built 
it) over the battlements, you behold a fur- 
prizing profpeét on which ever fide you 
look; but the view which pleafes me beft, 
is that oppofite the entrance, where you 
look down upon a valley which is exten- 
five, finely bounded by rifing cultivated 
hills, and very complete in being com- 
manded at a fingle look notwith{tanding 
its vaft variety. 

Within the menagery at the bottom of 
the park, is a moft pleafing fhrubbery ex- 
tremely fequeftered, cool, fhady, and a- 
greeably contrafted to that by the houfe — 
from which fo much diftant profpect is 
beheld; the latter is what may be called — 
fine; but the former is pleafingly agree- 
able. We proceeded through the mena- 
gery (which is pretty well ftocked with 
pheafants, &c.) to the bottom of the 
fhrubbery, where is an alcove in a fequef- _ 
tered fituation; in front of it the body of 
a large oak is feen at the end of a walk in — 
| a pleafing 
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a pleafing ftile; but on approaching it, 
three more are caught in the fame manner, 
which from uniformity in fach merely rural 
and xatural objects difpleafes at the very 
firft fight. This fhrubbery, or rather plan- 
tation is fpread over two fine flopes, the 
valley between which is a long winding 
hollow dale, exquifitely beautiful; the 
banks are thickly covered with great 
numbers of very fine oaks, whofe noble 
branches in fome places, almoft join over 
the grafs lawn, which winds through 
this elegant valley ; at the upper end is a 
gothic temple, over a little grot, which 
forms an arch, and together have a moft 
pleafing effect ; on a near view, this tem- 
ple is found a light, airy; and elegant 
building. Behind it is a water {weetly 
fituated ; farrounded by hanging wood ina 
beautiful manner, an ifland in it prettily 
planted; and the bank on the left fide rif- 
ing elegantly from the water, and {cate 
tered with fine oaks. From the feat of 
the river God; (the ftream by the by is too 
{mall to be fanétified) the view into the 
park is pretty, congenial with the {pot, 

and the temple caught in proper ftile. 
Before I leave this very agreeable place, 
LL 2 let 
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let me remark to you, that in no great 
houfe which I have feen, have I met with 
more agreeable treatment, from all who 
fhow the feveral parts generally feen by 
ftrangers, nor will you perhaps efteem it 
wrong to hint, and Lady Strafford retired 
from her apartment for us to view it; I 
mention this as an inftance of general and ~ 
undiftinguithing politenefs, a f{triking con- 
traft to that unpopular and affected dig- 
nity in which fome great people think pro- 
per to cloud their houfes——fuch is the ne- 
ceflity of gaining ¢zckets——of being ac- 
guainted with the family—of giving notice 
before hand of your intention; all which 
is terribly inconvenient to a traveller. 

The country between Sheffield, and Barn- 
fey is in general good and well cultivated: 
About Wooley, ae foil is chiefly clay, and 
lets from ros. to 15 5, an acre; farms run 
from 20/. to 200/ a year, one of their 
courfes is, 

1. Fallow 

2. Wheat 

3. Beans 

4. Oats 

They plough five times for wheat, fow 
two bufhels, and reap at a medium about 
. 2% 
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22 bufhels. They ftir three times for bar- 
ley, fow four bufhels, and gain three quar- 
ters and half. For oats, they give but one 
tilth, fow four bufhels, and gain in return 
five quarters, fometimes feven, eight, and 
nine, which are vaft crops. For peafe, they 
plough but once, fow three bufhels; and 
15 the medium produce. One earth like- 
wife for beans, fow them broadcaft three 
bufhels, the average crop ¥8 bufhels, They 
{tir five times for turnips, hoe them once, 
value a crop at about 40s. and generally 
feed them off with fheep. Their clover 
they fow on {pring corn, mow it twice, and 
gain three loads an acre. They plough 
fometimes with two horfes a breaft, and at 
others with three or four at length, and 
do. an acre a day. The particulars of a 
farm I gained were, 
50 Acres in all 
7 Grafs 
43 Arable 
£- 62 Rent 
14 Acres of wheat generally 
10 Ditto of barley, &c. 
5 Horfes 
1 Cow 
60 Sheep 
-e ws ead 1 Servant 
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‘y Servant ? 
1 Labourer. 


PROVISIONS, &. 


Butter, - - 6 d. per lb. 
Cheefe, 2 - 4. 

Beef, s “ 34 
Mutton, - een 
Candles, - ~ 7 

Soap, = ~ 05" 


“ ee. 
Labourers houfe rent, 305. 
Their firing, 12s. 
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In harveft, 15. 4d. a day. 

In hay-time, 15. 4d. ditto for mowing. 

In winter, gd. and 1od. 

Reaping and mowing corn and harvefting 
it 5s. an acre, one with another. 

Mowing grafs, 1s. 6d, to2s. 6d. 

Hoeing turnips, 45. 6d. 

Threfhing wheat, 64. or 8 d. the load, of 
three bufhels. 

-——--——- barley, 15. 6d, the quarter. 


IMPLEMENTS, &c. 
A waggon, 16/, | 
A cart, 12/, 

A plough 


beat 
A plough, 1/1, 
A roller, 125. 

| Wakefield is noted for the drefiing trade : 
The cloths come to this town to be dyed, 
&c. and go through their laft hands. The 
men earn from 6s. a week (in winter) to 
145. boys till their apprenticethip or 14 
or15. 15. 6d. and 25. a week. Around 
the town are many collieries; the men em- 
ployed in them, earn Ios. or 125, a week. 


PROVISIONS, &c. 


Bread, “ oe 1° d, per tb, 
Mutton, - any ao 
meer, °° = - 3 
Veal, - - 2 
Candles, - - 6 2 
- 
vs 
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Soap, - - 
Butter, _ - 
‘Manufacturers houfé rent, from 40 s.to 505, 
Their firing, 205. 

The trade of this place, is at prefent 
very dull; it has been fo ever fince the 
peace. 

The country between Wakefield and 
Leeds continues very beautiful; but the 
roads ftony and very ill made. At this 
town, but more in the neighbourhood, is 

L 4 carried 
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carried oh a vaft manufacturing trade: 
Leeds cloth market is well known, and has 
been often defcribed: They make chiefly 
broad cloaths from 15, 8 d. a yard, to 125. 
but moftly of 45. 64. and ¢s,. Good 
hands at this branch, would earn about 
10 5. 6d. a week, the year round, if they 
were fully employed; but as it is, cannot 
make above 8s. This difference of 2 5. 
6d. is a melancholy confideration. A boy 
of 13 or 14, about 45. a week, fome wo- 
men earn by weaving as much as the men. 
The men, at what they call offal work; 
which is the inferior branches, fuch as 
picking, rinting, &c. are paidid. an heur. 
Befides broad cloths, there are fome fhal- 
loons, and many ftuffs made at Leeds, par- 
ticularly Scotch camblets, grograms, bur- 
dies, fome calimancoes, &c. The weavers 
earn from ¢5. to 125. a week; upon an 
average 75. Boys of 13 or 14, 55. a week. 
But they are ail thrown out in bad wea- 
ther; men in general at an average the 
year round, about 65. or 6s. 6d. a week. 
They never want work at weaving. Dref 
fers earn from 15. to 35. a day, but are 
much thrown out by want of work, The 
women by weaving ftuffs, earn 35, 64. or 

4s.a 
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43. a week... Wool combers, 65. to 12 ss 
a week. The {pinning trade is conftant, 
women earn about 2s. 6d. or 35. a week, 
Girls of 13 or 14, earnis. 8d.a week, A 
boy of 8 or g at ditto, 2 +d. aday; of fix 
year old, 1d. aday. The bufinefs of this 
town flourifhed greatly during the war, 
but funk much at the peace, and con- 
tinued very languid till within thefe two 
years, when it began to rife again. 


PROVISIONS, Se. 


Much oat bread eat, 10 or rr ounces for 14. 
Butter, + 8d. per lb. 18 or ig ounces, 
Cheefe,_ - ; 
Mutton, = 
Beef, fon = 
Pork, ie be 
Bacon, >.< 
Veal, ~ 
Milk, a pint in fummer + 4, 1n winter 1 5 a 

and 14, 

Manufacturers houfe rent, 40 s. 
Their firing, 205. 

The country from ee to Tadcafter is 
fine, and to Winnmoor, a {trong blue clay 
foil with noble crops on it. Altout Kiddel, 
 dand inclofed lets at about 8s. or gs. an 

ACIe ; 
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acre; it is generally limeftone with a co~ 
vering of various forts, but chiefly clay : 
Farms from 1o/. to 150/, a year; the © 
courfe 

1. Fallow 

2. Wheat or barley 

3. Oats | 

4. Barley, &c. 

They plough three or four times for 
wheat, fow three bufhels, and gain in re- 
turn 18 or 20. For barley they plough 
five times, fow four bufhels, and reckon 
the medium produce at four quarters, 
They ftir but once for oats, fow better than 
four bufhels, andreap from three to eight 
quarters. For peafe, they hkewife ftir but 
once, fow three bufhels, and gain from 
eight to 20. They give but one earth for 
beans, fow four bufhels broad-caft, never 
hoe them, and reap from 12 to 40 bufhels, 
They reckon their foil in general too heavy 
for turnips, but plough five, fix, or feven 
times, hoe once; value them at from 35s, 
to 50s. an acre, and ufe them for fheep 
and oxen. Clover they fow on wheat and 
barley, and get at one mowing on good 
land near three load of hay an acre. Mr. 
Rooks, from whom I have this account, — 

3 5 has 
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has introduced the hufbandry of feeding 
the clover; he mows it for hay, or feeds 
the firft crop, and lets the fecond ftand for 
feed, gets from 4 to 12 bufhels fer acre: 
They manure with rape duft, lay three 
quarters per acre on wheat, and four on 
barley, cofts them 135. 6d. a quarter be- 
fides carriage of nine miles. They ufe two 
horfes double, in their light lands; in 
their ftrong, four oxen and one horfe, 
or two oxen and two horfes; oxen rec- 
koned beft for ploughing. The particulars 
of a farm, | 
283 Acres in all 
70 Ditto grafs 
213 Arable 
f.120 Rent 
9 Horfes 
4 Cows 
180 Sheep 
12 Oxen for ploughing 
12 Ditto young, to fucceed ditto 
7 Servants 
2 Labourers 
Sows 70 Acres wheat 
50 Barley, &c. 


PRO- 
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PROVISIONS, &.: 


Butter, 6 Soor esi One Ge per We 
Cheefe, - “ 4 

Beef, - ~ 3 

Mutton, ” ~ es 

Veal, ~ ~ 2. 

Candles, - ~ 6 

Labourers houfe rent, 18 5. 


Wear of their tools, 5s. 
Their firing, 20s. 


IMPLEMENTS. 
A waggon, 16/4, 
Aocart, OL. Io's: 
A plough, 1/4 5s. 
A harrow, 145. 
A roller, 10s. 

Ly A OO 

In harveft, 15. and board. 
In hay time, 1s. 44. for mowing. 
In winter, 15, a day. 
Reaping wheat, and getting It In § 5. 
Mowing {pring corn and getting m, 25. 64a 
— grafs, 1s, 6d, 
Hoeing turnips, 5s. 6 d, 
Ditching, 15. the 28 yards. 


Threfhing 
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Therfhing wheat, 10 d. the load of three 
bufhels. 


ey 


barley, &c. 15. 4d. a quarter. 

About York I remarked large quantities 
of potatoes planted in the open fields. 
Beans, potatoes, and clover, they rec- 
‘kon a fallow, and fow winter corn after 
the latter two; fixty bufhels they reckon 
a middling crop; they plant generally in 
rows, two feet afunder, and earth them 
up by hand hoes. The fields in which 
they are fet, let at about 125. an acre. 

I omit fpeaking of the city of York at 
prefent, as I purpofe returning to it in 
the race week, and expect then to view the 
public buildings with greater advantage. 
I took the road to Beverley. 

About Wilbersfort, the foil is in general 
clay and fome fandy loams, the commons 
let at 55. an acre, the field lands at 105. 
and the grafs inclofures at 205. Farms 
from 20/, to 60/, ayear. Their courfe 

1. Fallow 
2. Wheat or rye, or barley 
3. Oats or beans 

They plough four times for wheat, fow 
Io pecks, and reap at a medium, 30 
bufhels.. For barley, they plough five 
times, fow three bufhels, and reap from 
f a” 
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30 to 40. They give four earths for. rye, 
fow two bufhels, and gain 25 in return. 
For oats, they ftir but once, fow four 
bufhels, and gain from 30 to 80. They 
fow fome peafe, plough but once for them, 
ufe four bufhels of feed. and reckon from 
15 to 20 about the mean produce. For 
beans they likewife plough but once, fow 
them broad-caft, four bufhels to the acre, 
never hoe, and gain about the fame crop 
as of peafe. Some few turnips are fown 
upon the lands, that are frefh burnt, 
plough but once for them, never hoe, and 
eat them with cows and fheep. They 
lime their lands a good deal ; lay 64. bufhels 
pon an acre, reckon that it lafts two 
years; the expence 205. The grand im< 
provement which they practice on their 
‘new land is paring and burning ; they give 
5s. an acre for ftubbing up the whins, 
jos. for paring, and ss. for burning. 
They fow clover on their barley lands, 
mow it for hay, and get furprizing crops, 
two load each mowing, and they fow 
wheat after it. Ina plough they ufe two 
horfes double, ftir an acre a day. The 
product of a cow they reckon at 3 or 4/4 
The particulars of a farm I gained, as 
follow, 


So Acres 
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~ 80 Acres in all 
40 Arable 
40 Grafs 
£.30 Rent 
2 Horfes 
10 Cows 
1 Servant 
1 Labourer. 


PROVISIONS, Ge. 
Cheefe, - - 24. per lb. 


Butter, - - 7 
Bec he BS 
Mutton, - - 32 
Candles = - 6 
Soap, - - 6 


Labourers houfe rent, 20 5. 
Their firing, 30s. 


IMPLEMENTS. 
A waggon, 12/. to 15/. (very narrow 


bodies) 
A cart, 8 /, 
A plough, 1/. 
LABOUR. 


In harveft, 15. 3d. a day, and board. 
In winter, 8d. 
| Reaping 
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Reaping, 45. 6d. and 55. 
Mowing grafs, 15. 64, 
Threfhing, all by the day. 

A vile cuftom I remarked, int fome of 
the new inclofures here, was the fowing 
common clover in laying down land for 
five, fix, or feven years; that grafs lafts in 
their land but two years, fo that you fee 
fome fields in which it 1s wearing out, in 
others it is quite gone and nothing but 
quick grafs and rubbifh facceeding. The 
white thorn plants in the new hedges were 
all full of weeds, and of a ftinted growth, 

At Hatton, and the neighbourhood, I 


found feveral variations, which require | 


frefh minutes; their foil is chiefly gravel, 
lets from 55. to 205. an acre, — courfe 
a: Fallow 
2. Wheat and rye 
3. Barley | 
4. Peafe, 

They give four ploughings fol wheat, 
fow two bufhels, and fometimes: more, and 
gain from 15 to 20. For barley-they give’ 
five earths, fow three bufhels, and get 
about 15 in return, They plough four 
times'for rye, fow two bufhtels, and reap 
at a medium 20 bufhels; they fow clover 


j 
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on their barley lands, cut it twice for hay, 
and get. three loads at the two mowings. 
For oats they plough once, fow four buthels, 
and get four quarters. They ftir once for 
peale, fow two bufhels, the crop from no- 
thing to twenty bufhels, For beans they 
give but one ploughing, fow them broad- 
caft, three bufhels to the acre, never hoe, 
and reckon the mean crop at three quarters. 
Very few turnips fown. The particulars 
I gained of a farm were, 


140 Acres 
oe Rent 
4. Horfes 
16 Cows 
4 Oxen 
3 Servants 
1 Labourer 
Pu, Oy VWadssiloO Nuss ee, 
Beefo: © - + - “= 4d. 
Mutton. - - 3 
Butper (oA a 7B oz, 
Cheefe - - - 22 
Candles - - 6% 
Soap, - - -. 6 


Labourers houfe rent, 20 s. 
Wear of their tools, Ios. 
Firing, 205, 


Vou, I, M LABOUR. 
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In harveft, 9 s. a week and board. 

In hay time, ditto. 

In winter, 6d. a day and board. 

Reaping fer acre, 45. 6d. and § 5. 
Mowing grafs, 15. 8d. to 2s. 

Thrething wheat, 15. 8d. to 25. a quarter. 
——~——~ Barley, 15. 64. 

a———— Oats, 15. 


IMPLEMENTS, &e. 


A wagegon, 16/. fos. 
A cart, 5/. to rod. 
A plough, ri, 
A harrow, 6s. 
Bricks, 115. a thoufand. 
Oak-timber, 15. 6d. a foot, 
Afh ditto, 15. _ 
They ufe three, four and five horfes in a*_ 
plough, and do an acre a day. The product — 
of a cow well fed, from 5/. to’6/. ; 
_ IT remarked the whole way from Yoré to — 
Beverley, that they ufed many. oxen in their — 
bufbandry works; all.the waggons I met — 
had two oxen and two horfes in them. © 
At Barnby Moor they informed me, that — 
oxen were much the beft, and exceeded — 
horfes in every refpect; would out-draw 
2 and 
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and out-plough them. The adjoining 
moors are common to the houfes around 
them; would let, if mclofed, at 35. 62. or 
4s..an acre, without further improvement, 
and might be made, with nothing but good 
hufbandry, worth ros. an acre. The foil 
in this country is chiefly fand and gravel. 
The inclofures let at 205. an acre, and the 
open fields at 75. 64. Theie courle of 
Crops, - 
1. F Te 
2. Wheat 
3. Barley 
They pare and burn a little, and fow rape 
on it: They have a little fainfoine in their 
gravelly inclofures. Between Market 
Weighion and Beverley, I obferved feveral 
warrens, which muft raife the wonder of 
every traveller, to fee fuch good land left to fo 
wofal an ufe; the turf is exceedingly rich 
and fine, and the plentiful crops of thiftles 
feattered about it, prove the natural good- 
nefs of the foil; for the thiftle is fo luxu- 
riant and exhaufting.a vegetable, with fo 
{trong and penetrating a tap root, that it 
is {carce ever found on bad foils, 
About Bi/hop’s Burton is fome of the 
moft extraordinary open field land I have 
M 2 met 
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met with; for it let while open at 185. and 
20s. an acre; and now a bill of inclofure 
has pafied, it 1s faid to be raifed to near 
305. per Acre, ‘They’ raife fometimes. fix 
quarters per acre of wheat, and fix, and 
even feven-of barley, which are immenfe 


‘~ = 


crops upon any land, but efpecially in — 


open fields, that do not adimit of the moft 
beneficial treatment. 3 

Beverley is a very pretty town, well and 
regularly built, very clean, and well paved ; 
the ftreets broad and -fhandfome. The 
Minfter, for Gothre architecture, is a very 
Tight and beautiful building, and kept in 
good repair; but its wedern decorators ap- 
pear to have had ideas of neither beauty 
nor propriety; for, with true tafte, they 


have given the venerable pile juft fuch an~ 
entrance as you would imagine for a cake-_ 
houfe ; a new-fafbioned iron rail, and gate — 
bandfomely adorned with gilding, and a_ 


modern fone wall with two urns of white 


ftone, which, with a few reliefs cut on — 
them, would do tolerably well for the de- _ 
coration of a fhrubbery. But thefe gen- 


tlemen, not content with this ftroke of 


gentine propricty, have carried their Gre- | 
cian yeas into the very choir of a Gothic 


cathedral. At the -entrance, under the 
organ, 


fo | 

organ, they have raifed fome half dozen 
(if I recollect right) ionic pillars and pi- | 
lafters ; and built an altar-piece in the 
ftile of, I know not what. It is an impe- 
rium in imperio; the bird of ‘Youve certainly 
flutters her lofty wings to command the 
attention of the fpectator, and call it off 
from the barbarifm of Goths and Vandals 
to fix curious fluted Corznthian pillars, raifed 
merely to fupport the pedeftal whereon ap- 
pears the king of birds. You will not 
quickly meet with a more capital piece of 
abfurdity ; and yet (if you could fuppofe 
a ufe for it) this altar-piece, as high as the 
cornice of the pillars, has fomething light 
and well proportioned in it, but rendered 
heavy and unpleafing by the eagle’s pedeftal. 
Clofe adjoining is a monument in memory 
of one of the Prercy’s, near 700 years old, 
adorned with a profufion of carving in 
{tone, very light and airy. Behind the | 
altar-piece 1s a piodden one, by Scheemaker, 
(Sir Michael Warton’s) which is in a heavy 
unpleafing tafte. | 

But as I fhall have the pleafure of re- 
fiding fome days in this neighbourhood, I 
fhall here make a paufe in my journal, by 


afluring you how much Iam, @&e, 
M 3 | 
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T Rifby, near this town, the feat of my 
very excellent friend, E. M1. Ellerker, 


Efq; I fixed my quarters fome time, and. — 


took the opportunity of viewing the adja- 
cent country. My firft excurfion was to 
Cave, the feat of Sir George Montgomery 
Metham; from the hills in the way thither, 
is a very fine view of the river Humdler, 


with the Trent falling into it on one fide, 


and the Ou/e on the other; the high grounds 


of Lincolnfoire heightening the profpect — 
greatly. Sir George affured me, that when — 


he came to his oo he found his houfe in 
the middle of what deferved the nameof a 


bog; the ground all very flat, the offices 


nofing every window of the manfion, and 
allin the midft of an open country, with 
not an acorn planted. His defigns are not 
yet completed; but what is done, gives a 
very pistes fpecimen_ of judgment and 
tafte. Behind the houfe is an agreeable 
HOPED fall, down to a a fine irregular 


theet 
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{heet of water, the banks of which are - 
waved in the trueft tafte, with a juft me- 
dium between the flight trivial bend, (which 
Jooks like an old ftreight line turned into 
a waved one) and the ftrong, bold, and 
fudden indentures which fhould ever be 
furrounded with natural woods, or wild 
unornamented ground; a grafs-walk waves 
along the banks, which is clofe fhaven, and 
kept in neat order, and this is bounded by 
a thick plantation; fo that the whole being 
in the ftile of a pleafure-ground, no other 
plan of forming the water would have had 
fo great an eifect. ‘The head at the great 
end of the water appears at prefent full in 
view from both fides; but Sir George defigns 
to give the corner oppofite to the houfe a 
{weeping wave around the new plantation, 
which will take off the effect, and bea 
great improvement; when the plantations 
get up, the other end will be quite hid, 
and the whole have no other appearance 
than that of ornamented nature, Ad- 
joining are many new plantations, fketched 
with much tafte, with zig-zag walks 
through them in an agreeable ftile ; a pad- 
dock is paling in around the whole, which 
M 4 will 
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will be well farrounded with wood*, In ~ 
a wood where there was once only a paltry © 
itream, Sir George has made a beautiful — 
lake, and inftead of being totally open to — 
every wind, he has difpofed on all fides — 
numerous and thriving plantations. | 

From Rifby towards Hull, the foil im- — 
proves in richnefs, great quantities of beans — 
are fown in the open fields, but I fhould 
not forget to remark, that the crops are all 
over-run with weeds, to a greater degree 
in general than I remember to have feen; 
but when beans are never hoed, it is fur- 
prizing there fhould ever be found a clean 
crop. At Cottingham they plant a great 
quantity of potatoes, chiefly for Hu/l mar- 
ket; their foil is a rich loam, or a mixed 
clay; lets at 3 /. an acre; 70 or 80 pecks 
of fetts plant an acre of land, and they 


* Befides thefe improvements, here are numerous 
and Pye oe offices, both for the houfe and farm, 
newly built of a light-coloured lime-ftone, dug almoft 
on the fpot. The following eftimate of walling with 
this ftone, Sir George was fo kind as to give me.. 

A rood of feven yards in length, and one in depth, 
takes three waggon foads of ftone, the digging of 


whichis <~ Tas oe 
‘. Workmanhhip, ~ ae Pree 
Chipping and ‘pointing, ~~ — Pig ts 
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reckon 
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reckon the return upon a medium at ten 
for one, or from 700 to 800 pecks; the 
price from 44. to 6d.apeck, They hoe 
them feveral times according to the quan- 
tity of weeds, but never before they are 
up. 

oe this place Mr. Watfon has a pleafure- 
ground, which is very well worth feeing; 
it confifts of fhrubberies with winding 
walks, and the imitation of a meandring 
river through the whole. The graf{s plot 
in front of the houfe furrounded with 
-ever-greens and fhrubs, with a Gothic 
bench on one fide, is very pretty, and the 
clumps to the water’s edge well difpofed : 
From thence, pafling by a bridge, you 
follow the water through a pafture 
ground, with walks and benches around it; 
the banks clofely fhaven, the bends of them 
natural, and quite in the ftile of a real 
river. About the middle of the field it 
divides and forms a fmall ifland, which 
contains two or three clumps of fhrubs, 
and is a very great ornament to the place; 
the walk afterwards leads to the other 
winding ones around the field, which is 
certainly laid out in general in a good talte. 
_ There are, however, one or two circum- 
se inane: Wy ftances, 


“ 
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ftances, that cannot fail of flriking every 
fpectator, which, if they were a little al- 


tered, would be a great improvement. 


Dire€tly acrofs the whole runs a common 
foot-way, which, though walled in, cuts 
the grounds too much; a broad arch-or 


two thrown over it, well covered with 


earth and planted with fhrubs, would take 


‘off the ill effect of crofling this path. In 


the water is the imitation of a rock, every 


kind of which is totally unconfonant with 


the pleafing and agreeable emotions of the 
genfly-winding ftream, and  fmoothly- 


‘thaven banks ; befides, any rock worth fee- 


ing would {wallow up this water. In the 
next place here are fome urns, an ornament, 


when properly difpofed, of great efficacy ; 


‘but clofe, fhady and fequeltered {fpots, 
whereon the eye falls by accident, as it were, 


are the places for urns, and not open lawns, 
full in the fhininge of the meridian fun. 
Another point 18 the end of the river, being 
fell in view, and to be walked around; 
this is in a bad tafte. It is farprizing that 
the ideas of imitating nature, in rejecting 
a ftreight line for the water, and giving its 
banks the wave of a real ftream, fhould 
not bs extended to the hid: ing the conclu- 
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fion, by winding it among the wood where 
it could not be followed; and it would 
have been a great improvement, to have 
given the ftream in -one place a much 
greater wave, fo as to have enlarged it to 
four times its prefent width; this would 
have added ‘much to the variety of the 
fcene. Laftly, 1 might remark, that the 
circular bafon near the end of the river has 
a very bad effect; any water fo very arti- 
ficial, fhould not be feen with the fame eye 

that views the imitation of a real ftream. 
At and about a farm called Hottenprice, 
belonging to Mr. Ellerker, adjoining to 
Cottingham, 1 remarked a peculiar kind of 
foil, which is found very troublefome 
to cultivate ; it is avery loofe moory 
land, to the depth of about fix or feven 
inches, and under it a {tiff clay; they get 
very poor corn upon it, efpectally barley; 
beans fuit it beft. Itis, like all the other 
land in the country, kept on broad high 
ridges, and as the clay is ftiff and retentive 
of water, which finds no drains to carry 
it off, the furrows in winter are half full 
of it. Ilapprehend it is to this caufe the 
poverty and loofenefs of the land is owing; 
if the farfage was ploughed down, and 
well 


k Wet 
well drained with hollow drains, by lying 
dry in the winter, it would become firmer 
and more found; this effect I have often 
obferved in Suffolk. This land lets at about 
g s. per acre. I fhould not forget to re- 
mark, that over all this country I faw none 
but very flovenly hufbandry; no turnips 
hoed; the beans all full of weeds; much 
barley and oats the fame; and all their 
Jands wanting draining, even to the being 
over-run with rufhes, flags, fege, Gc. Ge. 
- For fome miles around Huw//, the land is 
all flat, and interfected by dykes alone, 
which feem full of water, notwithftanding 
ats being the middle of fummer; but the 
part from Cottingham to Hull is now drain- 
ing, and will probably be laid fo dry as to 
take the water from out thofe dykes. No 
foil can ever be of a wholefome drynefs, the 
ditches of which are nearly full of water. 
Thefe flat lands are chiefly meadow ground, 
and let from jos. to.35s. an acre, One 
piece of ceconomy I obferved with plea- 
fure, not remembering to have feen it be- 
fore, which is the fowing and planting the 
earth with oats and ‘potatoes that were 
thrown out of the ditches; you fee a nar- 


row 
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row {tripe of fine oats, &c. around many of 
the pafture fields;, and as this earth was 
thrown out but laft winter, and undoubr- 
edly of a moft wet and four nature, it 
fhews the rank luxuriance of that grain and 
root to flourifh fo well on a foil but. juft 
turned out from the bottom of a ditch 
ufually fuil of water; this management 
was purfued upon the cleanfing of the dd 
ditches, as well as the moulds of the new 
ones. But two remarks, no {pectator of 
thefe newly drained lands» can avoid 
making, wz. the immenfe breadth of the 
bye-roads, many of which lcad only to a 
fingle farm-houfe, or to about a dozen in- 
lofures ; they are all by Act of Parliament 
60 feet broad: For thefe purpofes it ts 
prepofterous to lofe {uch quantities of 
{trong rich clay land of 305. an acre, when 
half the breadth would be equally ufeful. 
High-roads, it is not to be regrétted, The 
Houfe fhould infift on that breadth for; 
but for fuch as thefe, which have fo: very 
flight a traffic, it is a ftriking abfurdity. 
Secondly, it muft furely be obferved, that 
many of thefe new inclofures are over-run 
with rufhes, and other aquatic weeds, and 
are in many places fo wet, as to poarch 

with 
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with the tread of cattle, even at this 

feafon; what, therefore, muft they do in 

winter? Now it is evident from this cir- 

cumitance, either that the true fa// is not 

taken to carry off the water, (fo much of — 

which we fee ftagnating in the ditches) 

or that the ditches are not of a fufficient 

depth to drain the land. But fuppefing | 

either of thefe, or both, or neither, to be 

the cafe, yet there appears the greateft 

reafon to apprehend, that thefe inclofures 

cannot be perfectly drained without the 

aflittance of hollow drains,. fuch as are 

ufed in common in Suffolk and Effex; if 

the ditches are found to be of :afufficient 
depth (of which, however, I have no con- 

ception) drains laid into them of about 30 

anches deep, 4 inches wide at bottom, and 
1o at top, filled ra inches deep with ftones, 

bones, horns or wood, covered thinly. with 
firaw or broom, and then the molds and 
turf laid in again: thefe cut acrofs the 

lands, about a perch and half afunder, 
would be a prodigious improvement, even to 
nearly doubling the value of the land, for 
they-would kill all the aquatic rubbifh, 
and make the grals furprizingly fweeter and 

finer, both for feeding and hay. 

\ 
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Hull is a large, and in general a clofe- 
built town, but forme of the ftreets are wide 
and handfome; all of them, down to the 
narroweft alley, excellently paved and per- 
fectly clean; but in winter I fuppofe the 
latter circumftancé not fo great, although 
there are fcavengers publickly appointed 
for cleaning them. The houfes in general 
are well Built. and great numbers of them 
new, but I faw few large ones. The trade 
carried on here is very great, fora number 
of the moft confiderable. manufaéturing 
towns in England being fituated on the ri- 
vers that fall into the Humber, are infinitely 
advantageous tothe commerce of this place; 
enabling its. merchants to export largely to 
moft parts of the world, a variety of ma- 
-nufactures at the very firft hand; and the 
fame rivers, particularly the Trent, the 
Ouze, the Rother, Gc. Sc. which bring them 
thefe fabricks, likewife give them a vatft 
fhare of the corn trade, and then the return 
by wine, deals, coals, iron, hemp, American 
products, &c. &c. &e. form together 
prodigious trathe, They have even entered 
into the Greenland filhery, which was fup- 
poled to be loft to this. kingdom, when gi- 
ven up by the Sowth-Sea Company. Three 
| | large 
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large fhips, of above 500 tons each, made 
the voyage this year, one of which caught 
four whales and an half *, and 150 feals. 
The merchants of Hull deferve much com- 
mendation for entering into a bufinefs fo 
extremely expenfive, hazardous, and fo 
eften difadvantageous; but from which 
our neighbours, the Dutch, have made fuch 
aftonifhing profit. There are about 150 
fail of fhips belonging to Hul/, rifing from 
{mall craft to 600 tons. The harbour is 
{mall, but very fecure; at its entrance from 
the Humber is a regular fortification, gar- 
rifoned, but of no great ftrength, from 
which you have a fine view of the river 
and its mouth to the fea; it 1s s here three 
miles broad. 

They reckon in Hy// that the number of 
fouls is 24,000; but from the fize of the 
town, I have no conception they can 
amount to 20,000. | 

Among the publick buildings of the 
town, thofe I found moft worthy of notice 
were, 1. The Trinity-houfe, a very antient 
eftablifhment for the maintenance of cap- 


* If two fhips join in the taking a whale, they divide 
it, which occafions the halves, which, without 
explanation, appear fo odd. 
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tains widows; there is nothing ftriking in 
the building, but in one of the rooms is 
a modern fea-piece, reprefenting the bat- 
tle between Sir Edward Hawke, and the 
| French fleet off Quiberon bay, by D. Serres. 
It is a good picture; the fmoak in a 
variety of colours and expreflions, the 
clouds, and the clear obfcure of the whole, 
are pleafing. In one of the paflages re- 
member to obferve, the efhgy of a man in 
a boat, who was taken up at fea, alive, 
but died in three days. The following is 
the infcription. 

“© Andrew Barker one of the matters of 
this houfe, upon his voyage from Green- 
land, Anno Domini 1613, took up this 
boat and a man in it, of which this is the 
efigy, the coat, bag, oars and dart, the 
fame.” 

The boat is only 18 inches broad and 
to feet long covered over, fo as juft to ad- 
‘mit the man to fit.in it, and joins round 
his waift, it is amazing it fhould live a 
fingle day at fea. 

2. The new theatre is well contrived and 
handfome; contains a fmall orcheftra, a 
pit and three ranges of boxes and galleries; 
but the balluftrade fronts of the boxes” 
me Vow. I. aati being 
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being lead coloured, has not a good effect, 
they had better have been pannelled, unlefs 
carved and gilt; the ftage has not half a 
fufficiency of extent in front of the houfe. 

3. The affembly room is handfome and 
well contrived; it 1s 50 by 27 and 25 
high; the card room (32 by 20) is parallel 
with it, fo that at the entrance you fee 
through the doors of each, upon a large 
handfome pier-glafs at the further fide of 
the latter, catching the principal glafsluftres 
in a proper manner: Of thefe there are 
eight in the aflembly room, and one in the 


card room. ‘The former of thefe is walled — 


with a moft difagreeable red clouded co- | 
loured ftone, which deftroys the beauty of | 
the room: It 1s ornamented with ionic 
pilafters, The mufic gallery is a coved re- 
cefs on one fide, the front of which being 
parallel with the fide of the room, the pro- — 
portions are not damaged by it, nor has it 
that vile effect, which we always obferve 
in projecting galleries of every kind. 

The foil about Rz/by is generally a pretty 
ftrong loam from four to eight inches 
deep, and then a vaft ftratum of chalk 
_ ftone. In fome fields the chalk ftone 
is covered with a {urkaee of clay. The-- 

ze farms 
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farms are in general fmall, they rife 
from 1o/. a year to 150/, but are gene- 
rally from 50/.to 100/, Inthe open fields 
| which a ve much more in quantity than the 
Anclofures, the lands let at various prices. 
In /alkington field, where the foil is chiefly 
clay, fo as to yield wheat and beans, it lets 
at about 7s. 4d. an acre, whereas in 
Little Weighton, which is barley land, and 
ftands in need of being manured now and 
then with rape duff, it 1s not above 4s. 
Some of the open land however, lets as 
high as 11s. and 145. but it is not much. 
Inclofures of grafs that are not low and 
eich from, 12.5.6. to, 23.5,. Eke arable 
ditto from gs. to 10s. In fome neigh- 
bouring towns however, rents run much 
higher, as gs. 65s. and to tos. in general 
for open field; and from 155. to 255. old 
inclofures. 
The courfe of crops in the open lands, 
tlay foil, 
1. Fallow 
2. Wheat. 
3. Beans 
In others not fo ftrong. 
1. Fallow 
2, Barley 
| NW. 4. Peafe 
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3. Peafe or lentils ; or if the foil! is 
very thin, grey oats. — 

For wheat, they plough 4 times, re 2 
bufhels and a peck, and reckon 17 or 16 ' 
bufhels in the open fields a middling crop. 
In the inclofed ones, three quarters two 
bufhels. 7 
For barley they plough four times, fow 
three bufhels and an half; and gain in re- 
turn, in their open lands four quarters and 
an half, and in the inclofures five quarters. 

They plough but once for oats, fow 
three bufhels and an half; and the mean 
produce they reckon at four quarters in the 
open fields and five quarters and an half 
in the inclofures. At Cottingham one far- . 
mer afferts, the having railed 12 quarters 
from off an acre. 

For beans, they give but one ftirring, 
fow three bufhels and half broad-caft, ne- 
ver hoe them, nor feed the weeds with 
heep: They get about three and half in 
the open fields, and four ae in the 
inclofures. 

Of peafe they fow but few; plough 
for them but once, fow three buthels and 
an half, and reckon the mean produce at 
two quarters, or two and a buthel. 

} For 
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For lentils they likewufe plough but once, 
fow two bufhels and a peck per acre; the. 
_ crop about two quarters and half, or 

three quarters. | 

Very little rye fowed here. 

Turnips are but coming in, they make 
their land pretty fine for them, {carce any 
farmer hoes them, but thofe which are run 
over, are done in fo flovenly a manner, 
that little good refults from the operation, 
they ufe them only in the feeding of fheep. 

Clover and ray-grafs, and Piaraine un- 
known among the common farmers. 

In a few of the neighbouring parifhes, 
fome rape is fown both for feeding of 
fheep, and for crops of feed; it is gene- 
rally thrown in upon new: broke up land, 
and with good fuccefs, having produced 
from three to five quarters per acre. st 

They are throughout this track pretty 
attentive to the manuring of their land: 
Lime, after being long unknown is coming 
into ufe, and thofe who have tried it find 
great advantage from the practice. 

Soap-afhes, they buy wherever they can, 
and find nothing to exceed them. 

All forts of manure is bought at high 
prices at Hu//, and ‘carried nine or ten 
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miles around. Rape-duft from the oil 
mills is a capital article with them, having 
found it of prodigious benefit to all forts 
of land; but it 1s chiefly laid on their bar- 
deylands. All other forts of manure, fuch 
as coal-afhes, horfe, hog and cow dung, 
the fullage of the ftreets, &c. &c. &c. is. 
purchafed at about 2s. 6d, or 35. a wag- 
gon load of so bufhels, and fpread on the 
fields to great profit. About 50 years ago, 
the manuring from Hu// was begun by a 
poor man, who hired a clole of grafs; he 
had four affes which he employed con- 
fiantly in carrying away afhes'and dung, 
and {preading them upon his pafture, ‘the 
ymprovement of which was fo manifeft, | 
that his neighbours followed the example; 
whoever brought away manure for many 
years, were paid for taking it; 25 years 
ago, it was to be had for 64. to 15. a 
load, but the country around by degrees, 
all coming into the practice, the price has 
arofe to its prefent height, extraordinary 
good {tuif will jell for 5s. aload. _ 

_ They are very fenfible of the benefit of 

folding their fheep; their folds rife from 
PEO 200. | 

ocarce any paring and burning. Their 

| farm 
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farm yard manure is carefully fpread on 

the foil, but never mixed with earth. 
There are feveral warrens in this neigh- 
bourhood, which (like thofe I mentioned 
on the other fide of Beverley) appear from 
the luxuriance and verdure of the grafs, 
and from the multiplicity and height of the | 
thiftles, to be excellent land——indeed the 
foil muft be naturally good, or it could not 
yield fuch a fpontaneous growth: But 
yet thefe large tracks of country are fuffered 
to remain in their prefent ftate, which is 
comparatively that of wattes, to what they 
might eafily be converted to: Their rents 
are about 6s. an acre; and when I en- 
quired the reafon of not turning them into 
arable farms, I was told that the farmers 
would not give above gs. or fos. an acre 
fora few years, after which the rent would 
fall below what it is at prefent: This is 
the ftrongeit proof imaginable of wrong 
ideas of hufbandry, for it fhews that the 
farmers here have no other notion of 
breaking up old grafs, but that of imme- 
diately ploughing out its very heart and 
trufting to chance for a renewal of ferti- 
lity; whereas fuch a rich furface as thefe 
warrens fhould be managed with the 
N 4 egreatelt 
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greateft. caution, very little corn taken 
from them, but much turnips, clover and 
ray-grafs, and fainfoine, by which means 
the foil would be for ever in heart, the 
rent greatly raifed, and the value more at 
the end of a leafe than at the beginning. 

Mr. Ellerker’s tteward has in his farm, 
ftruck out a better hufbandry than that 
of his neighbours; inftead of remaining 
like them ignorant of the clover hufbandry, 
he has jadicioufly introduced it into a 
courfe which cannot be exceeded, 

1- Turnips 

2. Barley 

3. Clover two years 
4..Wheat 

This is very different from the courfes I 
gave above, and infinitely preferable to 
them; but I fhould remark, that as the 
foil has no complete fallow, the turnip huf- 
bandry fhould be managed with the utmoft 
attention, or a worfe courfe cannot be 
fixed on. If the preparation for the tur-_ 
nips is not very complete by fuch a num- 
ber of ploughings, and harrowings, as not. 
only reduce the foil to, garden fineneds, 
but totally diveft it for the time of weeds ; 
and if the hosings do not fet the plants at 

a dug 
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a due diftance from each other, fo as to 
ik a Io or, 12 inch hoe around every 
one, for the utter extirpation of the re- 
maining weeds, and for carrying on the 
vegetable to its utmoft growth as well for 
the thorough covering of the land to breed 
the nitre, as for the value of the crop: If 
thefe points are not well attended to, this 
very beneficial courfe will prove by no 
means advantageous ; for a crop of {pring 
corn following them with crop of grafles 
amongft it, and another of wheat upon 
them, and all without the intervention of 
more than one or two ploughings, the 
land 1f not thoroughly cleaned in the tur- 
nip fallow, muft give a crop of wheat full 
of weeds. And every courfe, the laft crop 
of which is weedy, may be pronounced 
either bad, or badly managed: No land 
is well conducted, that 1s not a/ways clean: 
It is almoft needlefs to add upon the courfe 
of crops in queftion, that the turnips 
ought on every account to be fed off the 
Jand by theep. But to return. 

Mr. Ayer (the fteward) hoes his turnips 
always once, and generally twice, and feeds 
them off with fheep. He finds his clover 
of incomparable ufe to him both in mow- 


ing 
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ing for hay, and feeding, and the wheat he 


gets after it on one earth, is generally a 
fine crop. If the clover turns out an in- 
different or a weedy crop, he fows beans 
upon it inftead of wheat; manages them 
like his neighbours, except in fowing a 
{maller quantity of feed about two buthels 
and half; and in this way without hoeing, 
he gets ftalks with above 40 pods, he 
brought me one of laft year, that had 46, 
but fuch ftalks cannot be common, but 

muft grow in an open vacant fpot. 
Cabbages he has cultivated thefe four 
years. The large Scotch cabbage: Sows 
the latter end of February, pricks them out 
once before they are fet in the field. He 
never gives the land a whole year’s fallow 
for them; only from November till the 
time of planting, which is the beginning 
of “fune; but always manures for them 
with about 10 loads of yard dung: The 
large ftrong plants he fets directly from 
the feed-bed into the field. His rows 
are three feet afunder and the plants two 
feet in the rows, he never watered any but 
once; however that muft ever remain 
accidental, in very dry feafons they would 
not ftrike root without watering, A man 
plants 


a i la etl a 


sya 
plants an acre in three days. He horfe 
hoes them according as the weeds rife from 
once to thrice; begins to cut the latter end | 
of November, and has always found them 
to laft till the end of 4pri/: He generally 
--ufes them for the fatting of oxen; both 
for finifhing the large oneg of.70, 80, and 
go ftone (14 lb.) that have been fatting 
through the fummer, and alfo for the total 
fatting of others of 36 or 40 ftone, taken 
lean from work in November, put directly 
to cabbages, and made fit for the butcher 
by the middle of 4pri/: And he finds them 
to carry the beafts forward in an excellent 
manner: They are ffalled in a houfe, and 
have a little hay given them every day. As 
I did not apprehend cabbages to be a food 
fufficient to finifh the fatting of a large ox, 
I repeated my inquiries on that head; and 
he affured me, that he had fold oxen from 
cabbages at 23/. each. An acre of good 
plants has with him completely fatted two 
beafts of 36 ftone each. His fentiments 
upon the crop in general, are highly in its 
favour ; he thinks it pays much better than 
turnips, and affords not only a furprizing 
quantity of food, but is a very profitable 
crop. 
4 Mr. 


{ 188 ] 

Mr. Ayer has limed more than any of 
his neighbours. He lays 12 quarters on 
an acre when alone; but fometimes mixes 
it with other manure, then only eight, ge- 
nerally on to turnip land, and finds great 
benefit from. it; the effect .of it being 
plainly. vifible ee years after: Plate II. 
fig. 1..is the {ketch of a machine invented 
by this.i ingenious cultivator for cutting up 
mole and ant hills, which he has found to 
an{wer greatly. se 
_(1.) The beam nine feet done and four 

inches {quare. 
(2.). The two flat fhares of iron.four feet 
long and five inches wide. _ 
(3.). The fide pieces five feet long, and five 
inches broad, by four thick. 
(4.) The handles four feet fix inches long. 
(5.) ‘The four ftandards, - two feet high 
. from the ground, fame fize as beam. 

T forgot to tell you, that all the tillage 
| of this country, is performed by horfes 
which are much preferred to oxen for that 
| purpoke ; but the latter are chiefly ufed in 
the waggon for bringing home the crop, . 
or for carrying manure, &c. but generally 
two oxen and two horfes. They all affert, 
that two oxen at a draught are much 
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ftronger than two horfes, ‘and will carry 
out a much greater weight. In the heavy 
lands they plough with four horfes a breatt ; 
in the light ones with two, and do an acre 
or an acre and half a day; and what is 
very aftonifhing, and to me unparallelled, 
is their ploughing with four horfes, with- 
out a driver; there is no fuch thing as a 
driver: known in the country: A lad 
ploughs, and drives the four horfes by two 
lines, with great eafe. I fhould likewife 
inform you, that it is here much the cuf- 
tom to mow their wheat; they do it with 
a common {cythe, and cut to the ftand- 
‘ing corn, not from it as with fpring 
corn: A woman follows every mower, to 
gather the corn, and lay it in order for 
binding ; and a man follows every two 
{fcythes to bind after the women: A man 
will mow from an acre and half to two 
acres a day; it 1s reckoned a flovenly me- 
thod, for it takes in great quantities of 
weeds at the bottoms of the fheaves, and 
the ground 1s obliged to be raked. 

The particulars I gained of two farms, 
one inclofed, and the other open, are as: 
follow. In the firft, 

200 Acres in all 
130 Grafs. ' 70 Arable 
6 
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970 Arable 
. £. 120 Rent 
7 Horfes 
: Working oxen 
4 Cows 
70 Sheep 
2 Servants 
2 Labourers 
In the fecond, 
70 Acres, all arable. 
£.40 Rent 
10 Horfes 
4 Oxen befides young beatts 
3 Cows 
150 Sheep (a common right) 
4 Servants 
2 Labourers 


IMPLEMENTS, &c. 


A waggon, 15/.to 17/. 
A.cart, 104 +. 
A plough, 175. 
A harrow, 125. 
Oak timber, 15. 4d. and 1s, 65. a foot. 
Ath, ditto. | 
_Arun of wheels of afh, 34 a year ago, 
but now raifed to 3/155. 
Bricks, 11 s. a thoufand. 
L A- 
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From Midfummer to Michaelmas, 125, a 
week and {mall beer. 

In winter, 75. a week, 

Reaping, 6s. 6d. to 75. 9d. an acre. 

Mowing {pring corn, 25. 9 d. 3 

———— grafs 1s. gd. on the wolds to 45. 
6d. in low lands. 

Hoeing turnips, 5s. 64. 

Repairing hedges, the ditch five feet broad 
and three deep, 15. 6d. the rood or 
feven yards. 

Threfhing wheat, 2s. 6d. a quarter. 

————— barley, lentils and peafe 1s. 

oats, 9 d. 

Wages of farming fervants for all forts of 
work, 12 /. 

Ditto plough lads, 7 /. 

~ Dairy women, 5 /. 


PROVISIONS, Ge. 


a 3d. 

- Mutton, ws ig 3 
Neale 5 = 
Cheefe, ~ =“ ge: 
Butter, - ~ ie 


Labourers houfe rent, 20s. 
La- 


oF ae 
Labourers wear of tools, 15s. 
_ Their firing, 55. (whins chiefly.) 
Poor rates, 6d. in the pound rack rents. 
~ Surveyors rate, 3 d. in ditto fometimes. 
_Tythes generally gathered. 
Land upon a medium fells at 35 sit 
purchafe. | 
The’ prices of labour are moft of — 
extremely high; and the occafion is fup- 
pofed by all 7 converfed with on the fub- 


jeCt to be owing to the public works which’ 


have been for fome time, and yet continue 
to be carried on in the neighbourhood, fuch 
as draining, inclofing and making of turn- 
pikes: Such works muft and will have 
hands by giving fomething above the com- 


mon amount of wages, which obliges the _ 


farmers alfo to raife their pay until fome- 


what of a competition enfues, infomuch 
that very lately (fince harveft begun) the 
commiflioners of a‘neighbouring drainage 


cried in Beverly ftreets, 25. 6d. a day for, 
common fpadefmen. Thefe high wages, 


the gentlemen and farmers all aflert, to be 
of no fervice to the poor families, but to 
affect the price of labour out of propor- 
tion to the number of hands taken from 
hufbandry ; becaufe the men that earn 3s. 

or 
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or 45. a day, fearce ever. work above three 
days in a week, but drink out the reft; 
and thus no great number being publickly 
employed makes the labourers in winter fo 
faucy, that they are forced to be almoft 

bribed to threth. | | 
Perhaps there is no part of the kingdom 
‘which can furnifh a ftronger inftance of 
employment creating bands, than that of the 
works, I have juftmentioned. It has been 
afferted, by abundance of writers, that the 
kingdom wants people to carry on the un- 
_dertakings publick and private, which are 
always in agitation. Thofe circumftances 
which either prove or difprove this affer- 
tion, however feemingly trivial, ought not 
to be overlooked: Several of the gentle- 
men, and many of the farmers of this 
neighbourhood aflert, that the war carried 
off fo many men, that it was with diffi- 
culty the harvefts could be got in; but I 
mever heard, here or any where elfe, that 
a fingle field of corn was ever left to fpoil 
for want of hands to cut and carry it; nor 
do I remember any where the mention of 
-one barn of corn, that remained full fer 
want of men to threfh it: General com- 
plaints have been, and are very common, 
aL. f O but 
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but thofe inftances which prove the affler- 
tions, will be found extremely rare; the 
war might occafion a fcarcity of hands 
ufually employed, but that {carcity in the 
nature of things will bring forth others not 
ufually employed until the increafe of em- — 
ployment will be found to raife men like 

mufhrooms. | 
The fcarcity of hands in this country, 
is at prefent loudly talked of; and attri- 
buted to the drainages, inclofures, and 
turnpike roads, carrying on; thefe public 
works act like a war in taking from the 
farmers abundance of hands they ufed to 
employ : But if employment does not create 
induftrious people, how comes the prefent 
harveft to be in fuch forwardnefs? From — 
whence thefe troops of hands I fee in the 
fields? The inftance of this angle of coun- 
try is peculiarly ftrong, as they employ no 
travelling Scotch, or Jrifhb harveftmen ; 
common in many other places. Here I 
behold fome hundreds of men employed by 
public works, the commiffioners of which, 
carry on their bufinefs fo eagerly, that be- — 
tore the harveft began, they cried 25. 6d. 
a day, fora common {padefman : Now how © 
can fuch werks be carried on, ata time 
that 


[ 195 ] 
that all the bufinefs of hufbandry is feafon- 
ably performed, and yet hands be really 
wanted ? It is impoffible. 

But here I am aware it will be urged, 
that the reality of the. fearcity of men is 
proved by the rife and height of wages and 
pay, which are very great: But this proves 
nothing ; for fure every one muft be fen- 
fible, that if men were not in being, money 
could not buy them; a rife of wages is a 
moft faétitious contingency, a circum- — 
{tance that operates we know not how, 
and is founded, in a multiplicity of cafes, 
on we know not what: But the exiftence 
and increafe of the working hands are pal- 
pable ; the feat of all public and pri- 
vate works at the fame moment fufficiently 
prove this. ‘Thus it is of no confequence 
to either fide of the prefent argument, to 
talk of wages and:pay; whether they are 
immenfely high, or unreafonably low, it 
makes no kind of difference; the number 
of induftrious hands is the fingle point to 
be attended to as proof: If we recur to 
the chain of caufes of an increafe of in- 
dufiry, we fhall there find the rife of wages 
coming in for its fhare, and forming one 
- material link. hc 
O2 Two 
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Two fhillings and fixpence a day, will 
‘undoubtedly tempt fome to work, who © 


would not touch a tool for one fhilling. 


A fellow that has been ufed to lounge at 
home, in an idle cottage, may be tempted 


out by high wages, though not by low 
ones: Another that in cheap times ufed to 
bafk himfelf all day in the fun, holding a 
cow by a line to feed ona balk, in dear 
ones, betakes himfelf to the pick ax and 
the fpade. Ina word, idle-people are con- 


verted by degrees into induftrious hands . a 


youths are brought forward to work ; even 
boys perform their fhare, and women at 
the profpect of great wages clap their 
hands with chearfulnefs, and fly to the 


fickle. Thus a new race of the induftri- © 
ous, is by degrees created,:and its increafe — 


is proportioned to its creation; an effect fo 
undoubted, that any village in this coun- 
try might by an increafing employment be 
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prefently raifed to a Sheffield, or a Birminge — 
bam. But who is weak enough to fuppofe, — 
that the furrounding farmers would there- — 


fore want hands. 


But there is another circumftance, which — 


is a {trong additional proof, that the in- 
creafe of the induftrious, occafioned by an — 


i 


increale 
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increafe of employment, muft be immenfe, 
and even more than apparent; and that is 
the effect which great pay is attended with, 
of making men idle: This now appears a_ 
ftriking contradiction to what I have be- 
fore afferted ; but a very few words will 
fufficiently explain it. 

Great earnings operate, as I have already 
explained, in bringing people to work who’ 
otherwife would have continued idle; but 
they at the fame time have a itrong effect 
on all who remain the leaft inclined to 
idlenefs or other ill courfes, by caufing 
them to work but four or five days, to 
maintain themfelves the feven; this is a 
fact fo well known in every manufacturing 
town, that it would be idle to think of 
proving it by argument—-The operation 
of great wages therefore 1s this; they pro- 
digioufly increafe the number of the in- 
duftrious ; but at the fame time take away 
the neceflity of working a day, for a day’s 
maintainance, which, though it cannot be 
fuppofed to render all at times idle, yet 
muft affect a great number. 

Thus it is evident, that the increafe of 
employment raifes wages, and the rife of 
wages increafes the number of the indaf- 

O 3 trious, 
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trious, the latter effect, muft be much 
greater than apparent; for not increafing— 
the quantity of labour, proportionally to the 
number of bands; the increafe of the latter 
muft be out of proportion to the increafe 
of employment, or fome of the demands 
would be unfupplied.. For inftance, 500 
hands are employed by hufbandry, public 
works are fet on foot, which would take 
300, upon the average of work done by 
labourers among the farmers; but as the 
increafe of wages occafions a new fpecies 
of idlenefs, the works would be at a ftand, 
if only 3oo new induftrious were drawn 
forth, fo that 350, or 400, muft poflibly. 
be created by the rife of wages, to do the 
work of 300. 

It is for thefe reafons, which are found- 
ed upon the moft fimple of all principles, 
the common emotions of human nature, 
that no induftrious nation need ever to 
fear a want of hands for executing any the 
moft extenfive plans of publick or private 
improvement; it would be falfe to affert, 
that fuch plans could any where be exes 
cuted at a given expence, or at a certain 
vate of wages; but wherever employment 
ents 5: that is, money to be expended ; 

work. 
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workmen can never be wanting. A new 
war may draw off fome hundred thoufand ‘ 
men, turnptkes may at the fame time be 
greatly extended ; marfhes may be drained; 
open fields be inclofed ; harbours opened, 
_and_ new cities raifed, without any preju- 
dice to hufbandry: Let but the requifite 
money be found, men can never be want- 
ing:——-——It is no paradox to affert, that 
money will at any time make men. | 

The Eaf Riding of Yorkfhire, is one 
proof of thefe aflertions among others ;_ for 
the inclofures and turnpikes were carried 
on with great fpirit, during the latter years 
of the war, notwithftanding the great 
f{earcity of hands fo often talked of. 

In my excurfion to the races at York, 
I took the opportunity to view fuch of the 
public buildings, &c. as I heard were worth 
feeing: The Minfter claimed the firft no- 
tice ; it is an immenfe pile, and confidering 
its enormous fize, not heavy ; though the 
lightnefs 1s not fo ftriking as in many 
others I have feen. ‘The dimenfion of it 
are as follows, 

The whole length befides the but- Feet. 
trefles is, ; 524 2 
Breath of the eaft end, 105 

, O04 Breadth 
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} Feet. 

Breadth of the weft end. 109 
Length of the crofs ifle, from 

north to fouth, 222 
Height of the lanthorn fteeple to 

the vault 188 
Height of it to the top of the 

leads 213 


‘Height of the body of the church 9g 
Breadth of the infide ifles, north 


and fouth, 18 
Height of the fide arches north 

and fouth, 42 
From the weft end to the choir 

door, 261 


Length of the choir from the 
{teps af{cending to the door to the 


prefent altar table, le7 = 
Breadth of the choir, — 46 * 
From the choir ries to the eaft 

end, 22% 
Height of the eaft window, 75 
The breadth of it, 32 


The entrance ftrikes the mind with that 
awe which is the refultof the magnificence 
arifing from vaftnefs; but I never met 
with any thing in the proportion of a go- 

thic cathedral, that was either great or 
pleafing ; the loftineds 1 is ever too great for 
the 
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the breadth, infomuch, that one muft bend 
back the head to be able to view the ceil- 
ing. What a glorious area would 220 
feet long by 100 high, form, if the breadth 
_was proportioned? But how difgufting is a 
difproportion in any of the dimenfions! 
Here is much carving in ftone, that is fur- 
prizingly light ; particularly the canopy of a 
monument by the fide of the Eaft window; 
fome of the ornaments to archbifhop Sa- 
vage’s tomb, and the decorated divifions of 
the Eaft window, &c. &c. That window 
is amazingly executed, both in painting and 
mafonry ; the gallery acrofs it, and the pro- 
jeCting frame-work of ftone is exceflively 
light and imperceptible at a fmall diftance. 
The {tone work in the upper part of the 
Welt window is alfo traced in a very light 
and beautiful manner. 
The chapter-houfe 1s perhaps the moft 
peculiar Gorbze building in the world, for it 
is ¢legance and proportion itfelf. Itis an 
octagon of 63 feet, the height in the center 
of the ceiling 67. No perfon can enter 
this room without being ftruck with the 
juftnefs and harmony of the proportion. 
‘Seven of the divifions are large windows, 
and there is a {mall gallery that runs round 
? the 
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tioned, but it is. obfervable. the copia | 
of it 1s fo well and fkilfully contrived, as — 
not in the leaft to offend the eye. 

The caftle or prifon 3 in this city is per- 
haps’ the moft airy, healthy, and pleafant 
prifon in Europe; and for. thefe circum- 
ftancesis worth feeing. 

The aflembly-room is reckoned the fineft 
in England; the late Earl of Burlington (or. 
Kent..under, him) was the architecture who. — 
defigned it, on the plan of an Egyptian hall. 
It 1s furrounded by very magnificent Corin- 
thian pillars, which have a noble effect. 
The dimenfions are 120 feet long from 
wall.to wall, 40 broad from wall to wall, 
and 40 high; but as the eye commands, 
nor even, fees further than to the pillars, 
thefe are not the proportions that we fee’ 
the pillars themfelves are above two feet 
in diameter, and there runs behind thema | 
{pace of four feet wide; fo that the di- © 
menfions which appear, and confequently 
alone to be confidered, are 108 long, 28 
broad, and 40 high, which height 1s fo 
totally out of proportion to the breadth, as — 
to deftroy in a great meafure the elegance © 
of the room, and gives it the appearance — 


of 
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of a very fine paflage or anti-room to fome 

magnificent faloon. The paflage behind 

the pillars was abfurdly intended for the 

feats, and ufed fo for fome time; but the 

company was by that means iS loft, and 

feen no more than if they had hid them- 
felves in the cloifters of a cathedral; this 

occafioned their moving the feats in front 

of the pillars, which was a great improve- 

ment, but at the fame time not only lef- 

fened the breadth of the room, before too 

narrow, but likewife took off from the 

beauty of the pillars, by totally hiding their 

bafe, anda large part of their fhafts. An 

aflembly-room which is always dedicated 

to livelinefs and gaiety, fhould undoubtedly 

be adorned: in a gay and elegant manner, 

with carving, gilding, and glafles; if a pro- 

fufion of ornament was any where excufe- 
able, it would certainly be in the temple of 
pleafure; but this room ts fo totally devoid 
of decoration, that the plainnefs of it muft 

{trike every one. The walls have no other 

ornament than niches, which feem calcu- 

Jated for Egyptian mummies: There are 
no other lights in the room than the glafs 
luftres, (only one of which is fine) which 

are at ple infuficient for lighting it, fo 

that 
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that there is a darknefs between the pil. 
lars quite difpleafing ; not a morfel of gild- 
ing is to be feen, no carving’ but the capi~ 
tals of the pillars, and not a glafs of any 
kind in the room; a defect which, I am 
fure, the ladies vill agree with mé in con- 
demning.—But when aroom that requires. 
decoration 1s furrounded with pillars, they 
fhould certainly be at fuch a diftance 
from each other as to admit a full view of 
a {pace on the wall behind, fufficient for a 
large glafs or picture, with a fpreading 
frame for a wreath of candles in it, which 
thefe at York will not 3» and if they would, 
fach ornaments fhould certainly bein a good 
meafure commanded from the whole room, 
which cannot be the cafe with pillars. For 
this reafon, I apprehend, that pilafters are 
jor an affembly-room more proper than pil- 
lars, as they admit a full view of the orna- 
mented wall, at the fame time that they 
affift in decorating it. It muft however be 
confeffed, that if the walls are fuch as 
fhould be fcreened, then pillars are pre- 
_ ferable. Another objection to them 1s, the 
drowning the mufic. The adjoining rooms 

for tea, cards, &c. are mere nothings. 
Wpon the banks of the river, which is 
a fine 
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a fine one, they have a very good walk, 
near amile long. In the middle it winds 
through a little grove of trees in a very 
pleafing manner, the river appearing 
through them in a picturefque ftile; from 
this walk you look one way upon the river 
running through the meadow grounds, 
and the other up to the bridge in the city, 
the center arch of which 1s very large, and 
forms a fine object; the floops, barges, 
boats, and bufinefs of the river, are moft 
lively objects for this very agreeable walk. 
But by far the moft curious things to be 
feen at York are the copies of feveral capital 
paintings, worked by Mifs Morret, a lady 
of a moft furprizing genius. It is impof- 
fible to view her works without great afto- 
nifhment; for certainly the art of imita- 
tion in work is carried by her to the higheft 
point of perfection. Exceedingly fine tape- 
ftries are often feen, and here and there a 
piece of flowers, ora bunch of grapes, done 
in a moft pleafing manner; but to copy 
fine paintings, containing sears figures, 
with a grace, a Brilliancy: and an elegance 
_ fuperior to the originals, was referved for 
this moft ingenious lady. The following 
are her principal pieces. 
Two 
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Two landfcapes from Zuccarelli; they 
reprefent waterfalls, and are furprizingly 
performed. The nature and elegance of 
the colours, the glowing brilliancy, the 
light feen through the trees, the foam or 
the water, and the general effects of the 
clear obfcure are imitated in the happieft 
manner, | 

Four ditto by Gafpar Poufin. Three of © 
thefe pieces are exceeding fine, the parts 
well connected, the general expreffion fine, — 
and the colouring good: The fourth is a 
_ piece of rocks, but they are not the rocks 
of Salvator. Mails Morret’s copy 1s how- 
ever evidently juft; the faults, if fuch, 
_ thofe of the painter. 

The defcent of St. Ignatius, by P. da 
Cortona; the work good, but the original © 
is not a pleafing picture. 

A large landfcape from Bartolomeo, very 
capital; the effects of the work. are here 
furprizing. The perfpective is finely ima- 
gined, the groupes of trees excellent, the 
diffufion of light extremely pleafing, and 
carried by the trees on the left fide in a 
moft beautiful manner; the Rees eX- 
ceedingly fine. 

Democritus in a contemplative pofture, 

from 
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from Salvator Rofa; nothing can be more 
nobly defigned, or more expreflively finithed, 
than the figure of Democritus : His attitude 
is admirable, the lean of the head on the 
hand fine, and the light falling acrofs the 
face in the moft picturefque manner; nor 
can any thing be finer than the expreffion 
of the face, hands and feet. 

Diogenes; his cup thrown from him ; 
its companion by the fame mafter; the at- 
titude and expreffive countenance of the 
old man with his hand in his bofom, the 
air of his head, and his drapery are excel- 
lent ; the figure of Diogenes not defigned in 
fo perfect a manner, but the expreffion 
and beauty of the work in the whole ini- 
_ mutable. 

Two large landfcapes, companions ; ad- 
mirably done. 

Figure of an old gardener holding a 
bafket of fruit ; the expreflion of this piece 
18 afariteta de ‘Rembrant in his happieft 
{tile fcarcely ever exceeded the imitation of 
the face and hands, where the mufcular 
traces, and the lines of age, are hit. off 
with the moft peculiar fpirit... - 

Chrifi praying in the garden; from Han. 
Carrach. This work is executed moft ini- 

2 mitably ; 
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mitably ; nothing can exceed the brilliancy 

of the colours, the diffufion of light acrofs 

the drapery, or turn (or forefhortning) of 

the angel’s arm; the countenance of Chri 

is not of great expreffion, but the copy I 

doubt not is perfectly juft, for a graceful 

expreffion of the mind was not Hanibal’s 
excellency. 

Boys from Rubens, not finifhed; capi- | 
tally done, indeed. The laughing expref- 
fion of the countenances, and the bends 
and plaits of the bodies inimitably copied. 
To what a height of. perfection may we 
not fuppofe this lady to arrive, when fhe 
has improved on pieces which the world 
cannot match ! | 

Befides thefe, there are feveral others of © 
flowers, fruit, pheafants, ducks, &c, &c. 
many of which are exquifitely performed. 

Upon the whole, one cannot view fuch — 
admirable and uncommon: perfection, — 
without a very great degree of furprize; — 
and thofe who, after reading thefe imper- 
fect notes minuted from memory, fhall — 
view thefe moft elegant productions of fe- — 
male genius, will find them greatly to ex- — 
ceed their expectation, and to abound — 
with beauties of the moft ftriking ee : 
pleafing nature. 

In 
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In refpect to hufbandry, York yielded 
me fome information of a valuable kind; 
Dr. Hunter, whofe polite and obliging con- 
duct I cannot avoid to acknowledge, made 
known to me feveral points of hufbandry 
with which I was before unacquainted ; 
particularly a difcovery of his own, which 
merits great attention, the invention of a 
drill, the principle and mechanifm of which 
is fo extremely fimple and plain, the ex- 
pence fo trifling, and the reparation, in 
cafe of accidents, fo eafy, that it cannot be 
too much commended. It diftributes the 
feed regularly into the furrows made to re- 
ceive it: Thefe furrows he makes at fuch 
diftances as are thought proper, by put- 
ting in fome broad iron teeth into the 
common harrow, in place of the fharp. 
ones. Thefe drills the feedfman carefully 
follows; and, if he is a good fervant, the 
whole field will come up in rows, at fuch 
diftances as the harrow teeth were fet for; 
a bufh-harrow is ufually employed to cover 
the feed. The following is a fketch of it, 
eee plate IT: fig. 2. 

I to 2, An oiled-fkin bag, 8 or 9 inches 

long. 

3. The body of the drill, 6 inches iong. 

B Vor. I. P 4. The 
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4. The winch, that turns a wheel to ~ 


throw the feed into the tube $; 
which is a hollow cane. 


6. Strings to throw round the man’s — 


neck, to fupport the drill by. 
7, A view of the open top of the body 
of the drill. 


(8) A circular plate of brafs, fixed in . 
by two pins, 9. 9» It is 24 inches — 


diameter, 


(10) A {mall wheel, 12 inches diameter, © 
turned by the winch 4, with holes — 
in it large enough to contain eight © 


or ten grains of lucerne, rape, Be, 
SG. Bue of them. 


ge ee ee a. ee a, 


(11) A piece of bear-fkin fixed upon | 


the brafs plate by two fmall fcrews; © 


the hair fide downwards, and 
clofe to the wheel, to brufh off as it 
turns all feeds but fuch as lodge in 
the {mall cavities, by which means 
no more than neceflary 1s a 
through into the tube. 
I know of no invention which, in point 
ef fimplicity (the grand article in hufban- 


dry implements) exceeds this: If the more 


complex drill-makers do not imitate this 
idea, it is much to be regretted. 3 
The 
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The fame drill fows lucerne and rape. 
feed in the moft convenient manner. This 
gentleman once contrived a rake with two 
_ broad iron teeth, for the purpofe of open- 
ing the furrows; it performed very well. 
The back of it was fet with {mall teeth to 
rake in the drills; in that manner he could 
fow without a horfe, the land being well 
prepared, but he found the harrow above- 
mentioned a more expeditious inftrument. 
The foflowing is a {ketch of the rake, plate 
II. fig. 3. 

Dr. Hunter has likewife invented a bean 
hand-drill, and alfo a wheat one, upon the 
fame principle as the turnip one, only dif- 
fering in fize. He has for fome years paft 

- been conducting a fet of experiments, upon 
a new fyitem of hufbandry, fimilar to that 
of the drill, being perfuaded the drill huf- 
bandry will never become generalin Eng- 
land: His lands are laid out in ridges nine 
feet wide, and every other ridge 1s fown, 
keeping the intermediate or fallow lands 
as clear of weeds as pofhible, by the affift- 
ance of the horfe-hoe; upon thefe he fows 
the next year, and the ftubble then becomes 
- the fallow. In this manner 'the field may 
ig be 
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be kept under the fame grain for any num- 
ber of years, taking care to beftow a {mall 
portion of manures at proper feafons. An 
acre of middling land brings him three 
quarters of wheat, which for that country 
isa good crop. The grain is always well 
fed, and the land is never diftreffed: In 
this way, all kinds of land are made to pro- 
duce the grain moft fuitable to their re- 
fpective natures; it will be found from this 
that the Doétor is of opinion, that all forts 
of corn draw the fame nourifhment, and 
only differ in taking up more or lefs. 

No one can underftand the principles of 
agriculture and eeearatien better than this 
very ingenious cultivator, whofe ideas are 
philofophical and perfpicuous, and whofe 
experiments are accurate and judicious. 

From York I returned to Rrfby, by way 
of Srlling feet, which road, though out of 
the way, I took for the fake of the varia- 
tion; and 1n confequence of the kind at- 
tention of my friend Mr. Ellerker, who 
pofleffes at that place a large eftate. The fol- 
lowing are the minutes I made of the agri- 
culture there. The foil is of two forts, clay and 
fand, but moft of the latter; the former 

is 
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is a ftrong fertile foil, which yields good 
‘crops of all forts of corn; and the fand is 
moftly of adark colour, rich, not fhewing 
any of the figns of poor or barren land; 
for the {pontaneous growths are large and 
vigorous, fuch as whins in the uncultivated 
parts and natural graffes ; even the paftures 
on this fand yield very tolerable crops of 
hay and feed; and the hedge-wood 1s 
{trong and luxuriant. Some of the fields, 
indeed, have a lighter-coloured and a thin- 
ner fand, that is not fo rich, but none in 
which the fpontaneous growth does not 
fhew a large portion of nourifhment. The 
crops of corn on thefe fands-were tolerably 
good, that is as good as they could be with 
bad hufbandry. 
The mean rent (tythe-free) i Stiling~ 
feet, is about 145. an acre; but if the ad- 
joining country is included, it is not above 
IO S. 
Their courfe of crops, 
1. Fallow 
2. Wheat 
2 barley: 9 6 
4. Beans 
And 1, Turnips | 
P3 2, Barley 
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2. Barley 
3. Oats, peafe or beans 
About Selby, many farmers purfue the 
following ; 
1. Turnips 
2. Barley 
3. Clover 
4. Wheat 
At Fuforth and Nabourn, 
1, Fallow 
2. Wheat or rye 
3. Barley. 
4. Peafe or beans 
_ For wheat they plough four times, fow 
three bufhels, and reap at a medium three 
quarters,. They ftir three times for barley, 
fow three bufhels, and reap the fame quan- 
tity as of wheat. For oats they plough 
once or twice, fow five bufhels, and reckon — 


four quarters the mean produce. They 


likewife give but one earth for beans, fow 
five bufhels broad-caft, and reckon the 
mean crop 2+ quarters, or three ; they ne- 
ver hoe. IJtis aflerted, that Edward Smith, 
of Cawood, once had ten quarters of beans 
per acre, in.the broad-caft way, from five 
buthels of feed, and without any hoeing, 

which 
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onieh is almoft incredible for an after- 
crop. They fow a few turnips, plough 
for them four or five times, never hoe 
them, feed them off the land with fheep 
and beafts, and reckon the mean value per 
acre at about 27s. I walked over feveral 
of their crops, and found them prodi- 
-gioufly thick of plants and weeds, all pro- 
mifcuous, They plough three or four 
times for rye, fow two bufhels and a half, 
and reap at an average three quarters; they 
fow it chiefly on their fands, as they find 
wheat on that foil very apt to be mildewed. 
Taflels for drefling cloth have been cvl-_ 
tivated in their richeft clays to good ad- 
vantage. They give the land a year’s fal- 
low, weed the crop by hand once, at the 
expence of feven, eight, or ten fhillings per 
acre: It remains three years: They are 
fold by the thoufand, and are reckoned very 
profitable, but fuppofed to exhauft the 
land greatly. Here are likewife many po- 
tatoes cultivated, but more about Fuforth 
and Nadbcsurn; the method is the fame in 

all; they give a winter fallow for them, 

pliant 16 b ufhels on an acre in rows two 
feet afunder, and the plants one foot, 
P 4 plough 
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plough between them two or three times, 
and hand-weed the fame at 55. an acre; 
80 bufhels they reckon a middling crop; 
the price 15. a bufhel. Let us calculate 
the expences and profit. 


Expences. fs). 805 le 
Rent, “ - “ ‘oO tes 
‘Three ploughings ~ eae « Be 
Planting, ~ o “10 "s 
Plants, - ~ 6 FO GS 
Two horfe hoeings, —- oy Soe 
Two hand-weedings, - OMe 
Digging up*, - sey AS RTS 
Ao 8 

Produét. : 
Eighty buthels, - geo 
Expences, — am pee daa 
Profit, ° - fo | 1 6 


* If ploughed up it will be lefe, but all the roots 
will not then be got. 
It 
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It is plain from hence, that the idea of 
the profit and convenience of raifing pota- 
toes for their own ule 1s falfe; for the re- 
turn, even without manuring, is by no 
means equivalent to the expences; but at 
_ Fuforth, and the neighbourhood of Yor, 
the produce is greater. 

Their paftures they lay down with corn, 
32/b. of white clover, and one quarter of 
hay-feeds, and fometimes four bufhels of ) 
rib-grafs, (plantain.) They always lay 
them down, or rather wp, in broad high 
ridges, by which means there is always a 
breadth of about two yards in the furrows 
that is good for naught, quite poifoned. 
with water. 

They have better ideas of manuring, 
than of moft other parts of hufbandry; 
they lay large quantities of lime on their 
Jands with good advantage; the quantity — 
from two to three chaldrons, fometimes 
one and an half, and ten loads of dung. 
It cofts them 3s. a chaldron, and 15. 2d. 
carriage; it is generally laid for wheat or 
barley, and lafts three years. Paring and 
burning 1s practifed among them; the 
paring cofts 105. per acre, the burning 55. 
and the fpreading 15.2d. They have no 
flocks of theep large enough for folding. 

| Some 
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Some clover is fown among their barley; 


they leave it on the ground but one year 5 
always mow it once, and fometimes twice; 


get one and an half or two ton of hay at. 


two mowings. 

They reckon the product of acow at fons 
3i.to4/105. Upon a medium, two firkins 
of butter per cow, at 255. Cheefe about 
one third in value of the butter, befides 


calf and pigs. Their method of feeding 


calves and weaning them is extraordinary ; 
for they never Jet any fuck above ten days 
or a fortnight, whether for killing or wean- 
ing, but in general only two or three days 
for weaning, after which they are fed with 
fkim-milk ; and numbers of oxen, even of 
60, 70, or 100 {tone, are weaned almoft as 
foon as born in this cheap manner, which, 


in the fouth of England would be thought. 


impoffible. A middling cow, in the 
height of the fummer’s feed, will give about 
four gallons of milk fer day. 

The tillage is done all by horfes, two or 
three in a'plough abreaft, and the general 
quantity done in a journey isan acre. The 
price of ploughing, if hired, is SiS 6 d. per 
acre the firlt (irring, and 2s, 6d, the reft. 


They reckon that 300/ is fufficient to 
ftock: 


. 
J 
: 
4 
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ftock a farm of 100/. a year, half grafs 
and half arable; and 200/, for the fame, 
all arable; which fums are very low, and 
would never allow of any fpirited culture. 


LABOUR. 


In hay-time and harveft, 15. 6d.a 4 day and 
board. 

In winter, 84. and ditto. 

After Candlemas, 1s. and ditto. 

Reaping wheat, cee or oats, 65. per 
acre. 

Mowing barley, Be. and binding into 
fheaves, 35. 64. | 

Mowing grafs, 25, 

Making ditto into hay, 1s. 

Ditching, new, the ditch 4 feet wide, and 
2+ deep, 8d. or gd. the rood of 7 yards, 

Repairing ditto, 42d. ditto, 

Threfhing wheat, 2s, a quarter, 

———-— barley, 15. 

——— oats, 10d. 

beans, 1s, 

Making faggots, 1 s. a load of 60. 

Servants wages; a head man, 10/, 105. to 
12/, 

A ploughing lad, 8 /, 

A dairy-maid, 5 /. 


A come 
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A common maid, 41. Ase | 
Women and children earn by fpinning, ia 
a day. Some only rd. ) 
But little drinking of tea among them. 


PROVISIONS, &e. 


Bread, .._ - ~ 14. per lbs 

Butter, = -  6;Do. firkin42@. 
Cheefe, ~ eae 

Beef, - ot Ee. 

Muttong oe neath 

Pork, “ = Hg 

Candles,  - ~ oe 

Soap, = | 6 


New-milk, a at and half for 1d. 
Hay, 205. aton. 

Labourers houfe-rent, 20s. 
Repairs of their tools, 5s. 

Their firing, 20s. 


IMPLEMENTS, &. 


A new waggon, 13/, 10s, (two feet fix 


inches wide at bottom, and nine feet 
long.) | 
A:cart. Ga... ; 
A plough, 1/25. 
A harrow, 1/. 2s. 
A, roller, t2...15. 
Laying 


St a a le Toe OD a Ne A as a Ne i gh 
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Laying a fhare, 84. 

Sharpening ditto, 1. 

Laying a coulter, 1s. 

Sharpening ditto, 1d. © 

Shoeing a cart horfe, 15. a4, 

BUILDING, 

Oak timber, 15. to 15. 62. | 

Ath ditto, gd. : 

Elms, rs. ° - 

Bricks per thoufand, 10s. | 

They burn in clamps; twenty chaldrons of 
_ coals burn 100,000. 

The farmers here buy their fheep in at 
from 10 to 135. each, and fell them after 
a year’s keeping at 25 or 26s, The parti- 
culars I gained of feveral farms are as fol- 
lows: : 

155 Acres in all 
77 = Grafs 
77 z Arable 
_ £100 Rent 
| 4 Horfes 
4. Oxen 
12 Cows 
30 Sheep 
3 Servants 
2 Labourers 
He fows | 
17 Acres of wheat 


40 Spring 
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40 Spring corn 
5 Turnips 
Another: 
240 Acres in all : 
120 Grafs . 
120 Arable 
£.152 Rent 
8 Horfes 
8 or 10 oxen, and yOuNE cattle, 
14. Cows 
6 Servants 
3 Labourers 
He fows 
25 Acres of wheat _ 
25 Of {pring corn 
25 Of clover 
Another : | 
107 Acres in all 
30 Arable 
77 Graf{s 
L735 Pant 
3 Horfes 
2 Oxen 
15 Cows 
2 Servants 
1 Labourer 
He fows 
8 Acres of wheat # 
7 | 10 Spring» 


a > 7 a 3 — t 
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10 Spring corn 
Another : 
go Acres in all 
40 Arable 
50 Grafs 
‘£. 60 Rent 
4. Horfes 
2 Oxen 
6 Cows 
10 Sheep 
2 Servants 
_ 1 Labourer 
He fows 
10 Acres of wheat 
190 Of barley 
ro Of beans and oats 
Another: 
115 Acres in all 
75 Arable 
40 Grafs 
£. 84 Rent 
4 Horfes 
2 Osen ..- 
6 Cows 
10 Sheep 
2 Labourers 
3, Servants 
He fows | 


20 Acres of wheat. 


30 Of 
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30 Of {pring corn 
Another : 
110 Acres in all 
60 Arable 
50 Grafs 
_ £. 80 Rent 
; 4. Horfes 
2 Oxen . 
6 Cows 
20 Sheep 
3 Servants 
1 Labourer 
He fows 
15 Acres of wheat 
30 Of {pring corn 
Another ; 
160 Acres in all 
80 Arable 
80 Grafs 
f- 110 Rent 
6 Horfes 
2 Oxen 
12 Cows 
50 Sheep 
3 Servants 
3 Labourers 
He fows 
25 Acres of wheat 


f 


20 Of 


ee a ee Se ee eS ee ee en ae 


20 
20 


_ Another: 


130 


12 


Another : 


122 
ele) 


4.2 
£. 80 
bh on 

2 
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Of barley 
Of oats and beans 


Acres in all 
Arable 
Grafs 

Rent 
Horfes 
Oxen 

Cows 
Sheep 
Servants 
Labourers 


Acres of wheat 
Of barley 
Of oats, ec. 


Acres 1n all 
Arable 
Grafs 

Rent 

Horfes 
Oxen 


8 Cows 


Io 


3 
2 


Voi. I, 


Sheep 
servants 
Labourers 


Q 


|. Bee | 
In the whole townfhip of Stillingfleet, are, 
1700 Acres 
13 Farms. 
60 Acres of wood 
20 Of common fheep walk 
20 Labourers 
Poor rates, 6d. in the pound rack rent. 

I know very few tracts of country en- 
joying greater natural advantages than this 
neighbourhood, they have a very fine na- 
vigable river borders their farms, which 
carries any or all of their products to York, 
at the fmall diftance of feven miles, and 
alfo keeps a conftant communication open 
to the fouthern rivers and with Hu//; this 
navigation being at their very doors, fpares 
them all expences of land carriage on their 
corn, and at the fame time enables them to 
bring whatever quantities of manure they 
pleafe from York, on every eafy terms, and 
lime from other parts at as low a rate. 
Thefe advantages are ineftimable. 

Their foil contains in almoft every farm 
that variety which a fenfible cultivator 
would moft with for, vzz. an excellent 
light fandy loam, in fome fields quite a 
fand, but rich, and abounding with luxu- 
riant fpontaneous growth; and a ftrong 


clay, 


we? 
clay, good enough to yield beneficial crops — 
of the moft.exhaufting vegetables. Un- 
fortunately however, the farmers, who are 
in general great flovens, make very little 
ufe of thefe advantages: I fhall venture to 
recommend an alteration in their conduct 
and urge them no longer to neglect the 
converting their fields to the greateit profit. 
All their fandy foil, of which they have a 
large quantity, is as good and found turnip 
land as any in the world; and ought be- 
yond a doubt to be thrown j into this courfe 
of crops, 
1. Turnips 
2. Barley 
3. Clover and ray grafs for two, three, 
or four years according to their 
want of feed. _ 
4. Wheat. Thiscrop, 27 fuch a courfe, 
would not be liable to the mildew. 
A fallow upon this land is totally ufe- 
lefs, and confequently a great lofs; but 
then the very foul of this culture lies in the 
thorough hoeing of the turnips; for the 
feveral ploughings for that root, greatly 
pulverifing every particle of the foil, gives 
lifeand vegetation to innumerable feeds of 
weeds, which are lodged in the land, and 
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{pringing up ‘with the turnips, infeft 
the foil to its abfolute ruin, unlefs they 
are totally extirpated by the hoe: By 
means of which the barley crop. is 
clean; and the clover and ray-grafs laid 
into a proper bed to receive it. Unlefs 
this is the cafe, how would it be poflible 
in this courfe to have a good crop of. 
wheat? And yet no wheat is finer than 
what is thus fown in many tracks of coun- 
try I have viewed. The clover and ray- 
grafs would enable them to keep good 
{tocks of fheep to fold all the year round, 
and to eat off their turnips with, to the 
greateft profit, which would be a conftant 
and regularly increaling improvement to 
their whole farms. But all this is very 
contrary to their prefent management, and 
totally incompatible with the villainous 
cuftom of not hoeing their turnips. 

In the next place, the culture of carrots 
on their fands would be an admirable im- 
provement; I examined attentively feveral 
fields in which the fand was of a dark co- 
lour, moift, and fmeltand felt as if of a rich 
nature, which the weeds and crops from it 
‘proved to be no falfe conjecture; at the 
fame time it admitted one’s running in a 
walking 


tL ze | 

walking can a yard deep; this is precifely 
the foil, which about Woodbridge in Suf= 
‘folk, is applied to the culture of carrots 
to fo great. profit: This root is for every 
purpofe, infinitely fuperior to turnips, fo 
that if it was fubftituted for them in the 
_ preceding courfe, the profit would be vaftly 
greater: But fuch an extent cannot be ex- 
pected at firft, and fuppofing turnips’ to be 
the general fallow crop, yet carrots ought 
undoubtedly to be directly introduced fo as 
every farmer to have a field of them every 
year; for this purpofe, I fhould advife 
thofe who attempted the culture, to perfue 
it nearly upon the following plan. 

The corn ftubble to be ploughed iit; 
fometime in the autumn; by two ploughs 
in the fame furrow, to the depth of 18 
inches: Another common ploughing  be- 
fore Chrifimas ; and to plough and fow the 
latter end of February, or the beginning of 
March, according to the weather, but never 
when wet: or, adhefive. After this laft 
ploughing, to be harrowed fine and level, 
and then fix. pounds of carrot feed to be 
fown at four or five cafts over each acre of 
land, and lightly harrowedin. When the 
plants are harrowed about three or four 
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inches high, or in other words, to be fer 
plainly in the hoeing, they fhould have 
that operation for the firft time ; for which 
purpofe, a dry time muft be coker, and 
many hands thrown in at once for the 
chance of finifhing before rain comes, 
which would fet the weeds again. The 
people employed fhould all craw] along on 
their knees, if the young carrots are thickly 
furrounded by weeds, their hoes four 
inches wide, and the handles 13 inches 
Jong; but if the land is clean, and the 
plants eafily to be diftinguifhed, they may 
ftand to hoe them, the handles of their 
hoes of a due length for that purpofe. The 
plants fhould at this firft hoeing, be fet at 
five or fix inches afunder, and if any two 
plants, or a plant and a weed ftand fo 
clofe, that the hoe cannot eafily feparate 
them, the fingers fhould be ufed for that 
purpofe. 

About a fortnight or three weeks after, 
according to the weather, a dry time fhould 
be taken for harrowing over the whole 
field; this will not pull up one plant in 
twenty, but will loofen the moulds, make 
the carrots thrive, and if any of the weeds 
are fet again, will difplace them. 

As 
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As foon as the carrots are fix inches high, 
the firft opportunity of dry weather fhould 
be taken to give the fecond hoeing; which 
fhould be performed with nine inch hoes, 
every other plant fhould now be cut up, 
and the remainder left at 16 or 18 inches 
afunder, the latter diftance beft; every 
weed cut up, and the whole furface care- 
fully loofened: If any weeds grow clofe to 
_aplant, the hoer fhould ftoop and pluck 
them out with his fingers; the laft hoeing 
{with the fame hoes) fhould be given be- 
fore the leaves join ; or as foon as the effect | 
of the fecond is fully feen, that the weeds 
then left may plainly appear: none fhould 
now be left, and the foil every where cut 
by the hoe, even.in places where no weeds 
are feen. Afterwards if any fhould acci- 
dentally fprout up and thew themfelves 
aboye the carrots, boys fhould be fent 1n to 
draw them by hand; for all depends on 
totally extirpating them ; and none of thefe 
operations muft be neglected under the 
pretence of other bufineis, fuch as hay or 
harvett. 
By the end of Ofober, they will te fit 
to dig up. Carrots are ufed two ways; 
they are dug up, toped, dryed and cleaned, 
Q4 and 
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ahd laid wp-in a houfe for the winter to be 
ufed as wanted, or they are drawn and left 
in the field to be fed there by cattle: Both 
methods have advantages, in the firft the | 
crop goes much the fartheft, and may be 
applied to purpofes, which it cannot in the | 
other; in the fecond, the land on which 
they grew: is greatly:improved: I:thould, 
however, (unlefs upon a great breadth of 
ground) prefer the former; for befidesthe 
peculiar advantages attending it, that of 
railing manure may be added, as large 
quantities muft arife from ufing the carrots 
in the farm yard, @c. and the danger of 
being prevented drawing’ them in ‘the 
other way by frofts fhould not be forgot. 
The beft way of taking them up is with 
a three pronged fork, they fhould be 
thrown into heaps, or left {cattered about 
(if the weather will admit) to dry, and then 
carted home ; therethe tops fhould be cut off 
and thrown to any cattle: all will eat them 
greedily, efpecially hogs : The roots cleared 
from dirt and laid up in any room, houfe, 
or barn, furrounded well with ftraw to 
keep them from the frofts. Horfes may 
be fed with them all winter inftead of oats, 
and will do their work as well, provided 
it 
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it is not riding quick: They fhould be 
wafhed clean, chopt in pieces in a tub 
with a fharp fpade, and given in chaff: I 
kept fix horfes fo one winter; they were 
worked very hard, and ‘ftood it as well as 
they ufed to do with oats: Oxen will fat 
on them’ moft excellently ; they fhould 
have them’ m_ ‘mangers, with a little hay 
- flow arid then in the rack; and kept clean 
littered with ftraw, which will make plenty 
of manure. “For fheép ‘they’ should bé 
fcattered about a dry erafs field, and will 
be ready for them in March or April, when 
turnips ‘and all other food is gone.’ No- 
thing is ‘better for hogs ; avg will bring 
up large litters of pigs by this root; ‘and 
pigs may be weaned upon them. | 
' An acre of good carrots will meafure 
about 300 bufhels; and the farmer will find 
them worth to him from 1s. to 1s. 6d, 
per bufhel, or near 20/. per acre. But 
the product ‘like that of all other crops, 
will vary according to the goodnefs of the 
foil, But all the fands I viewed at S//- 
dingfleet, would yield good crops ; the dark 
coloured ones the beft. If the farmers 
there and in the neighbourhood, or any 
others upon light si foils of any fort 
(none 
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(none better than loams if neither heavy 
nor wet) will go into this article of cul- 
ture, I venture to affure them, they will 
find it greatly advantageous, and make 
their fands, more profitable than their 

richeft clays. | 
Another: improvement much. Hore in 
this country, is that of. hollow draining 
the wet lands, all their clay foils and fome 
of their light ones. are much damaged by ~ 
wet, which they have f{carce any notions 
of carrying off. Their clays, whether grafs 
or arable are kept up on. broad high 
ridges; a pra¢tice feemingly judicious, 
but when it is remarked, that they do not 
take care to convey away the water which 
fetiles in the furrows, it muft ftrike the 
leaft. attentive obferver, that a vaft quantity 
of land muft be loft by the overflowing of 
the water; Their paftures are all over-run 
with rafhes and other aquatic weeds, the 
furrows quite full, and many three quar- 
ters up the ridges, and all the feed and til- 
Jage i in their arable lands is thrown away 
im the furrows, for the crop dies and is 
fucceeded by quantities of weeds. | | 
Inftead of this miftaken condud, they 
fhould undoubtedly plough down. their 
ridges, 
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ridges, level the furface, and then hollow 
drain the whole field, by numerous and 
well directed cuts, after which they might 
keep them on a perfect level, for graf, sail 
ule. only moderate ridges of two plough- 
ings in their arable fields. It isa common 
complaint among them, that the manure 
they lay on to their fields, lafts but a very 
fhort time; which 1s totally owing to their. 
want of draining, for the falts, and even 
the manure itfelf is prefently wafhed away 
by the wetnefs of the foil; an effect which 

would be quite prevented by the draining. 
To inform thefe farmers that it is a very 
flovenly cuftom to let their paftures be 
over-run with bufhes, mole and ant hills 
is furely needlefs: They mutt know that 
nothing would anfwer better than clearing 
away all rubbifh of that fort; they know 
this, but have not the {pirit, or at leaft the — 
money to practice it. “AS to the hills and 
all httle inequalities of the furface they 
fhould be pared off level, and nothing 
makes fo fine a compoft for all forts of 
dand as thefe turfs mixed with lime and 
dung; they fhould make a layer of them, 
about two foot deep, and length and 
breadth proportioned to the quantity, then 
bring 
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bring a layer of lime eight inches deep over 
the turfs, then another layer of turfs two 
feet deep, then a layer of yard dung 18 
inches deep, then another layer of lime 
eight inches deep; then a layer of turfs 
two feet deep; next a layer of York ma- 
nure, cinder afhes, or mortar rubbifh, 12 
inches deep, and laftly, another of lime 
eight inches, . This hill would be 12 feet | 
high in the middle, as each layer fhould 
be made with a flope, particularly. the- 
firft, for the reft to be right, that the carts 
might drive up eafily ; it fhould lay in this 
manner about two months, then it fhould 
be turned over and mixed; but on no ac- 
count in the common way of doing that 
bufinefs. Let the men begin at one end, 
(or if there be a great number of them, 
along one fide) and turn over the compoft, 
cutting evenly thro’ the layers, chopping to 
{mall pieces all the ant hills and turfs, mix- 
ing the pieces well with lime and dung, and © 
when mixed, they muft throw it from 
them parallel with the hill to have a clear 
fpace, a yard broad between the part mixed, 
and that to mix; when this beginning is+ 
made, fome of the men fhould get on to 
the hill, and others remain in the vacant 
i | — fpace, 
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fpace, the former to throw down the com-. 
poft, and the latter to chop and mix it,. 
and then to give it a cafting throw, like 
corn, on to the new made heap, that 1s 
finifhed. By thefe means all the kinds of 
manure will be throughly reduced to little 
pieces, and perfectly mixed together: If 
the work is well done, the compoft will do 
without further mixing; though, as the 
emsnce of a fecond turning would be a 
trifle after it is fo well reducer, and every 
turning would raife a frefh fermentation, a 
fecond would be advifeable: The far- 
mer would be furprized at the vaft be- 
nefit his crops would receive from a ma-_ 
nuring of this compoft after the draining; 
before that work is done it would be idle 
to do this or any other. 

I have ventured thefe fentiments upon 
the improvement of S#lhng fleet and its 
neighbourhood, from a fincere defire of pro- 
moting the interefts, not only of agriculture 
in general, but that of this diftrict in par- 
ticular, that its cultivators may have ob- 
jects of virtuous emulation in view, and 
expend their money, and give their atten- 
tion to a plan, which can {carcely fail 
of being greatly advantageous to them; 
They are happy in an excellent landlord, 

: who 
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who will never reluctantly give, either his 
protection or encouragement. 

In an excurfion I made from Ri/by into 
Holdernefs, 1 took minutes of the prefent 
{tate of that large tract of country, fome 
of which I fhall here lay before the reader. 

The foil’is in general clay; the rent 
from ros. to 255. an acre, that of cars, 
(marfhes) from 6s. to10s. The farms 
rife from 20 /, a year to 2007. but chiefly 
about a 1e0/, As to courfes, in the.open 
fields they run a crop to a fallow, but in 
the inclofures, four crops to a fallow with 
clover. 

For wheat, they Missy four or five 
times, but only once after clover, fow two 
buthels per acre, and reap at a medium, 
four quarters. For barley, they ftir four 
times if fallowed; twice after turnips, fow 
three bufhels per acre, and gain five quar- 
ters inreturn. They ftir but once for oats, 
fow four bufhels, and reap five quarters. 
For beans they give but one ploughing, 
fow three bufhels and an half, and gain 
four quarters. For rape they generally 
pare and burn, and pleugh once, but fome- 
times after oats, when they likewife give 
but one ploughing; fow a peck an acre, 
and gain upon an average, five quarters. 

| I An 


[ 239 ] 

An acre and half or two acres of grafs, 
they reckon fufficient to fat an ox of 80 
ftone. In rearing their calves, they give 
them new milk for the firft week, and then 
{kim milk for two months. They feed their 
cars with young ftock, and working cattle. 
Some farmers have of late begun to lime ; 
and thofe who live within fix miles of Hu//, 
bring manure of many forts from thence. 
The following fketches of farms will fhew 
the general ceconomy of this country, 

100 Acres in all 
50 Arable 
50 Grafs 
_£. 120 Rent 
6 Horfes’ 
4 Oxen 
6 Cows 
8 Fatting beafts 
100 Sheep 
2 Men 
2 Boys 
2 Maids 
1 Labourer 
- Another, 
go Acres in all 
30 Arable 
60 Grafs 
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£.80 Rent on 
4 Horfes 
2 Oxen 
6 Cows 
6 Fatting beafts 
40 Sheep 
1 Man 
1 Boy 
—  ¥ Maid 
Another, 
150 Acres in all 
60 Arable 
go Grafs 
f, 120 Rent 
8 Horfes 
6 Oxen 
10 Cows 
12 Fatting beafts 
16 Young cattle 
40 Sheep 
2 Men 
2 Maids 
2 Boys 
2 Labourers | 
Draining is the great improvement of 
the country, by means of which the land 
is greatly advanced in value, fo that many 
acres which once yielded from 6d, to 55. 
now, 
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‘how, are let at from 125. to 36s, The 
great work of main drains is done by act 
of parliament, all the fuperfluous water is 
carried by them into the fea at Hul/; but 
as the level. of thefe waters is lower than 
that of the fea-at {pring tides, a clow at a 
very great expence (about 3000/.) is 
erected, containing two large doors which 
open in common by the force of the frefh 
water, and let it into the fea; but when 
the {pring ‘tides rife, thofe doors are fhut 
by the fuperior weizht of water, and the 
country prevented from being overflowed. 
Plate III. figs 1. 2. are fketches*l took of a 
model of this’ clow, made + of an inch 
to a foot. | 7 

For the purpofe of raifng the water out 
of the ditches of private perfons into the 
drains, they erect mills that work by wind, 
which raife it various heights. I took 
a draught,.of .a-fmiall-one, Plate IV. 
which would be of incomparable ufe in 
many countries, where thefe mills are quite 
unknown, for carrying water away, in 
places where a fall was difficult ,to be gain- 
ed. The expence is 40/. From which 
fm they rife in price to. 400/,. 
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LABOUR. 

In harveft, 10s. a week and board, 

In hay-time, ditto. 

In winter, 8s, 6d. a week. 

Reaping wheat, 6s. though but feldom 
done by the acre. 

Mowing corn, 35. 

o——-+— orafs, 15. 6d. to 25. 6d. 

A drain, four feet wide at top, two deep, 
and three upon the flope, 8d. to 16d. a 
rood of feven yards. 

‘Threfhing wheat, 15. 6d, to 35. 

———w=—— barley, 15. to 1s, 3d. 

oats, 8d. to 10d. 

—-——-———. beans, 15. tors. 2d. 

7 —— rape, 25. a day, and board. 

Head man, 12/. to 14/, 

Next ditto, 9/ 

Maids, ditto from 2/, 10s. to 5/, 

IMPLEMENTS. 

A waggon, 15/. 

A cart, 81 

A plough, 18s. 

A harrow, 105. 

Laying a fhare, 8d. 

——— coulter, 44, 

Shoeing, 18. 4d. — 


iver 
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BUILDING. 


Bricks, per 1000, 125. 
Oak, 1/. 155. to 61. per ton of 40 feet: 
Ath, 165. to 35 Se 
Elm, 305. to 405. 
Carpenter, per day, 204. 
Mafon, 25. 

Before I take my leave of Rifby, a place 
IT have fo much reafon to remember with 
pleafure, I fhall attempt to give you fome 
idea of what it will be when Mr. Ellerker 
has executed his prefent intentions: He has 
begun his alterations, and when they are 
finifhed, he will have the pleafure of living 
in one of the moft agreeable feats in this 
‘country. The houfe, which is a large 
quadrangle with three fronts, ts fituated 
on the brow of a rifing ground, and overs 
looks to the fouth and weft, a fine inequa- 
lity of foil well {fpread with an old growth 
of wood; a winding valley runs before the 
fouth front, at the diftance of 2 or 300 
yards, the banks of which are fringed with 
f{pontaneous thorn trees: ‘Yo the north ts 
a large lawn furrounded with plantations, 
to the north weft, but unfeen from the 
houfe, is a a middling ized park, all hill and 

K 2 | dale, 
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dale, and wood, exceedingly beautiful ; near 
the houfe to the eaft, are feveral groves of 
young timber; this is the prefent picture 
and the outline of the future one. 

Mr. Ellerker purpofes to throw down 
the fences of the inclofures between the 
park and the houfe, fo as to join it on one 
fide to the garden. The valley, which runs 
before the houfe to the fouth, is to be 
floated with water, and will then have the 
appearance of a very noble irregular lake, 
winding both to the right and left into a 
wood ; the underwood, in that part of the 
grove (to the eaft) which ftretches down 
towards the valley will be grubbéd up, old 
garden walls thrown down, and all ob- 
{tructions removed, fo that the lake may 
be feen from the houfe among the {tems of 
the young trees, than which nothing can 
have a finer effect; for as the grove will be 
dark, the water, when the fun fhines on it, 
will appear through the trees in the moft 
picturefque manner. ——On the right fide, 
the valley rifes fo, that the water, when 
paft the view from the houfe, will not flow 
far up it, here is to be a pleafure ground ; 
the flopes are finely varied and beautifully 
fcattered with old thorns and large timber 
; trees; 
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trees; fome of thefe are to be thrown 
into clumps by the addition of flowering 
fhrubs, and the grafs kept clofely fhaven 
down to one curve of the water, which 
is here td take the appearance of a natural 
wave in the banks of a large lake, and 
flowing up to the edge of a fine hollow 
lawn grouped with fhrubs, with here and 
there a temple and bench to view the wa- 
ter beneath pendent clumps, and through 
fpreading branches, will altogether have a 
moft betwitching effect. From the houfe 
will be feen, over the lake, fome fine 
irregular flopes fcattered with a few 
trees and thorns, rifing to a plantation 
of firs, which, when fomewhat altered, 
will have a very elegant appearance. Em- 
bofomed in their center is to rife a little 
Grecian temple, juift fhowing its dome 
among the trees, from whence will be 
viewed, onevery fide, a moft beautiful pro- 
fpect ; it will look down on the lake with 
an irregular fhore on the oppofite fide, 
rifing to the houfe, which appears in the 
fore ground of a noble wood {pread above 
it, and ftretching away to the right 
and left: On one fide from this tem- 
ple, will be viewed a very beautiful ex- 
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tenfive country, particularly a fine vale 
ef wood, with Beverley minfter rifing from 
the center of it; in another fpot will 
be feen Flamborough Head, at the diftance 
of 40 miles: To the left it will look over 
well cultivated’ hills, cut into inclofures. 
On the fide oppofite the houfe, a vaft tract 
of country will be overlooked far into Lin- 
colnfbire, with the noble river Humber tak- 
ing its courfe through it for many miles; 
Hull {een plainly:on. its banks, at the dif- 
tance of nine miles... Thefe are /the prin- 
cipal improvements’ which Mr. Ellerker 
defigns foon to execute;-I name them 
among: many others, which will all com- 
bine to render Ri/by one of the fineft places 
in Yorkfire. Having branght my vifit 
ito this angle of country to a conclufion, 
I-fhall end: this letter with a few remarks 
on thofe-points of hufbandry, in which 
this: part of Laft ae 1s Pease ea 
back ward.. 

In the firft afacd, t fhall oblige: that 
their courles of cropsand general manage- 
ment of their arable land, are very faulty 5 
and , particula ily fo in a country where 
grafs land of any goodnefs is extremely 
fearce, Artificial grafs and roots for the 
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food of cattle, are of great profit, not only 
by enabling the farmer to keep large ftocks 
of cattle both in fummer and winter, but | 
likewife by ameliorating and cleaning the 
arable lands, and confequently improving 
the crops of corn. 

In this part of York/bire, the foil is in 
general good turnip land, and the farmers 
have fhewn they are of the fame opinion, 
by introducing them; but their culture is 
fo wretchedly defective, that I may, with- 
out the imputation of a paradox, aiflert, 
they had better have let it alone. Very 
few of them hoe at all, and thofe who do, 
execute it in fo flovenly a way, that nei- 
ther the crop or the land are the leaft the 
better for it, With fuch management, 
turnips are by no means beneficial in a 
courfe of crops, as they leave the foil fo 
foul that a fallow rather than another 
crop ought to fuccetd. 

The great benefit of turnips is not the 
mere value of the crop, but the cleaning 
the land fo well as to enable the farmer to 
cultivate the artificial gra{les with profit. 
If nine hufbandmen out of ten, give a 
complete year’s fallow to a field, they can- 
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not forbear taking two, and perhaps three 
crops of corn in confequence of it; fo that 
grafles cannot be fown with any ‘profped 
of benefit; but when turnips pay for the 
expence of the year’s fallow, they are in- 
duced to fow the grafs with the firft fuc- 
ceeding corn'crop, which renders a fallow 
unneceffary ; and is beyond all doubt, upon 
turnip land, and in a country where natu- 
ral grafs is fostea: the moft proatep huf- 
bandry of all. 

The farmers of this country ought 
therefore to neglect turnips totally, or cul- 
tivate them in the clean hufband-like man- 
ner that is practifed in many parts of Eng- 
land, of thoroughly pulverizing the land 
and hoeing them twice or thrice, or as 
often as neceflary, to keep them diftinét 
from each other, and perfectly free from 
weeds: ‘Turnips would then be found an 
excellent preparation for barley or oats, 
and for the artificial grafles fown with 
_ them. 

It is in this manner that turnips and 
graffes are connected; the latter in a great 
meafure debetsd upon the former, and their 
nnportance to this part of Yorkfhire mult 


be 
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be evident to every one: As to the kind, I 
fhould in the firft place recommend ray- 
grafs and clover in the manner they have 

been ufed with fo great fuccefs in Norfolk, 
for which purpofe, the following courfe 
upon lands rather inclinable to drynefs 
than moifture——or quite dry ; is much to 
_ be advifed. » | 

1. Turnips, thoroughly hoed 

2. Barley . 

3. Clover and ray- sicaih (12 1b. of the 
firft and two ale of ray-graf{s) for 
three years. 

4. Wheat. 

5. Turnips, &c. Se. Se. 

It is impoffible in this hufbandry, that 
the land fhould be foul or out of heart, as 
in fix years it gives but two crops of corn: 
_ Thefe two crops will, on that account, 
be worth twice the number as taken at 
prefent; and inftead of the ufelefs expence 
of fallow years, very beneficial crops for 
the food of cattle will be had; an object, 
as I before remarked, peculiarly important 
in this country.——It is by means of this 
courfe of crops that we fee in Norfolk, up- 
Qn dry fands, great f{tocks of all forts of 

cattle, 
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cattle kept, and rows of hay {tacks more 
like a-town than a farm yard. | Debar a 
Norfolk farmer from a turnip-hoe; and 
clover and ray-grafs, and all the wonders 
of hufbandry that have been performed in 
that country, would at once fink to no- 
thing... 

Much of the bal upon the ales in the 
Eafi Riding, 1s & a dry loam on lime- 
{tone and chalk ; in other words, the 
moft.. proper af. i for the production 
of fainfoine, a noble grafs of uncommon 
profit, but totally neglected, or rather un- 
known in this tract ae country: . The far- 
mers ought beyond a doubt to cultivate a 
fufficient. quantity of this grafs to fupply 
the place of meadows and paftures, where 
fuch are naturally wanting or deficient. 
For,this purpofe, turnips fhould. be fown 
and. well hoed, eat off with fheep, and 
then barley fown, and with that four 
buthels per acre of fainfoine feed—this 1s 
the moft improved of the coumon practice 
in thofe countries where fainfoine is gene- 
ral; particular experiments dire¢t much 
lefs feed, and a different method, but I re- 
commend nothing here to common farmers, 

which 
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which their brethren in other parts do not 
in common practice, and to great profit. 
—With this management they will find it 
laft well for horfes, cows, beafts, or hay, 
fifteen years. ‘They fhould then pare and 
burn it, and fow turnips, keep it in a 
courfe of other crops for five or fix years, 
and then lay down with fainfoine again. 

- Another circumftance of bad hufbandry, 
(which is indeed too common in other 
counties) 1s the never hoeing of beans: 
Great numbers are fown upon the rich 
lands after wheat, and all*I viewed were 
execrably full of weeds; this 1s a moft per- 
nicious practice, and cannot be too much 
condemned. , 

Next let me obferve, that the waggons 
ufed in this country are fuch paltry infige 
nificant things, that the farmers, Iam con- 
fident, who ute them for any purpofe upon 
the road, muft fubmit to a conftant lofs. 
In fome parts of England, they are chang- 
ing narrow wheeled waggons that contain 
go and ioo bufhels, for broad wheeled 
ones; what therefore mut we think of 
thefe hufbandmen who content theméelves 
with fuch as hold no more than 40; and 
59 with difficulty: this is remaining in 
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the darknefs and ignorance of five centu- 
ries ago. 

Laftly, let me offer fome remarks on the 
great improvement carrying on of inclo- 
dures; but this will require a more diffu- 
five examination. There is fcarcely any 
point in rural ceconomics more generally 
acknowledged, than the great benefits of 
inclofing open lands: fome authors, it 1s 
true, have attacked them as fuppofitious, 
and. afferted. them to be a national difad- 
vantage, of trivial ufe to the proprietors, 
but very mifchievous.to the poor. My refi- 
dence in this part of York/hire brought (at - 
firft accidentally) to. my knowledge fome 
particulars refpeCting the merits of inclof- 
ing, and the means commonly purfued in 
the execution, which are not to be found 
in the face of any aé#s whatever ; but which 
are certainly of importance in weighing 
and deciding the advantages of the mea- 
fure. ‘To give you a tolerable. idea of thefe 
circumftances, it will bene ceflary to {ketch 
the progrefs.of an inclofure, as it generally 
is conducted, without any eye to legal 
forms, or the letter of the act. 

_Firft, The proprietors of large eftates 
generally agree upon the meafure, adjuft 
the 
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the principal points among themfelves, 
and fix upon their attorney before they 
appoint any general meeting of a// the pro- 
prietors. The {mall proprietor, whofe pro- 
perty in the townfhip is perhaps his all, 
has little or no weight in regulating the 
claufes of the Act of Parliament, has 
feldom if ever an opportunity of putting a 
fingle. one in, the bill favourable to his 
rights, and has as little influence in the 
choice of commiffioners; and of confe- | 
quence, they have feldom any great induce- 
‘ment to be attentive to his intereft; fome 
recent inftances of which I have heard of, 
_ IL. Any proprietor poffefling a fifth of 
the manor, parifh, lordfhip, &c, to be in- 
clofed, has the right of a negative upon 
the meafure, confequently the poorer pro- 
prietors are often dikieed to affent to un- 
reafonable claufes, rather than give up all 
the advantages they hope from the inclo- 
fure. ; 

Ili, The attorney delivers his bill to the 
commilffioners, who pay him and themfelves 
without producing any account, and in 
what manner they pleafe. Is it therefore 
any wonder, that the expences previous 
to the actual inclofing the ground are very 

fre- 
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frequently (unlefs where the townfhip is 
very {mall) from 1800/7. to 2000/, all 
which is levied and expended by the com- 
miffioners abfolutely, and without con- 


troul*? To this extravagant expence add, 
that 


* For a proof of this, fee the following extrac 
from an A@, which gives an abfolute and UNLIMITED 
power to the commiffioners to raife whatever fums they 
pleafe, and to affefs them zm the proportions and in fuch 
manner, as they think proper. 

“© And be it further enacted, That the reafonable 
eofts and charges incident to, and attending the ob- 
taining and paffing this Act, and of the furveying, 
dividing and alloting the faid lands and grounds hereby 
directed to be inclofed, and the preparing and inrolling 
the faid award or inftrument, and all other neceffary 
charges and expences relating to the faid divifions and 
inclofures, and to the fencing, hedging, and ditching, 
the fame fhall, from time to time, as fuch cofts, 
- charges, and expences fhall accrue, be borne, paid and 
defrayed by the feveral parties to whom any part of the 
faid lands and grounds fhall be allotted, in proportion 
to the value of their refpective fhares or interefts there- 
in, fuch proportions to be acdjufted and fettled from time to 
time, by the faid commiffioners or any two of them; and in 
cafe any perfon or perfons fhall refufe or neglect to 
pay his, her, or their proportion or proportions fo to 
be from time to time adjufted and afcertained, of fuch 
charges or expences within the time to be limited by 
the faid commiffioners, or any two of them, to fuch 
perfon or perfons as they, or any two of them fhall ap- 
point to receive the fame, then the faid commiffioners, 
or any two of them, fhall and may raife, and levy the 


tame, by diftre’s and fale of the goods and chattels of 
the 
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that attending the inclofure itfelf, the mak- 
ing the ditches; the pofts and railing; 
buying and fetting the quickwood, &c. 
this, added to the former expence, mutt 
furely run away with great part of the 
profits expected from the inclofure, even 
if it was abfolutely unavoidably. But what 
muft we think of the indolence of the 
proprietors, who will thus unneceflarily 
neglect the great improvement of their 
eftates to advance the private interefts of 
the commiuffioners, &c. 


the perfon or perfons_fo neglecting or refufing to pay 
the fame, rendering the overplus (if any) on demand 
to the owner or owners of fuch goods and chattels, — 
after deducting the cofts and charges of taking and 
making. fuch diftrefs and fale, or otherwife it fhall and 
may be lawful to and for the faid commiffioners or 
any two of them, from time to time, to enter into and 
upon the premifes, fo to be allotted to fuch perfon or 
perfons refufing or neglecting to pay as aforefaid, and 
to take the rents and profits thereof refpeCtively, until 
thereby, or therewith, or otherwife, the fhare or fhares, 
proportion or proportions of the faid cofts and charges 
fo to be from time to time directed, awarded or ap- 
pointed by the faid commiffioners to be paid by fuch 
perfon or perfons as aforefaid, and alfo all cofts, charges, - 
and expences occafioned by or attending fuch entry 
upon and recefpt of the rents and profits of the fame 
premifes fhall refpectively be fully paid and fatisfied,”? 
A moft precious piece of delegated defpotifm. 


V. The 


[ 256 J 
IV. The divifion and diftribution of the 
lands are totally in their breafts, and as 
the quality of the foil as well as the num- 
ber of. acres is confidered, the bufinefs is 
extremely intricate, and requires uncom- 
mon attention; but on the contrary is 
often. executed in an inaccurate and blun- 
dering manner. Nor 1s there any ap- 
peal but to the commuffioners themfelves, 
from their allotments, however carelefsly or 
partially made, Thus is the property of 
the proprietors, and efpecially the poor 
ones, entirely at their mercy; every paf- 
fion of refentment, prejudice, Gc. may be 
gratified without controul; for they are 
vetted with a defpotic power known in no 
other branch of bufinefs in this free coun- 
try. | 
V. Juftice as well as common fenfe re- 
quires that after the furvey and dvi/ion, the a- 
qwardof the commiffioners fhould be directly 
publifhed, it being the record which proves 
the refpective properties: and likewife that 
their accounts fhould, upon the conclufion 
of the bufinefs, be regularly arranged under 
each diftinét head attended by every cor- 
re{ponding voucher, and made public to the 
infpection 
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infpection of every proprietor, but unfor- 
tunately this is far from being the cafe, the 
time of publifhing the award, is greatly 
procraftinated, and as to accounts they 
feldom fhow any, all the particulars of that 
fort remain for ever a profound fecret, fave 
the particular fum demanded from each 
proprietor. That indeed if they chufe it, 
they may communicate to each other and 
be able to form fome judgment of the ine- 
quality of particular affefiments, but as 
there lies no appeal from the award they 
are generally induced to fit down quietly, 
though the difproportion of the allotments 
and affefiments fhould be glaringly con- 
{picuous. 

VII. There is no remedy againft the 
impofitions or blunders of the commif- 
fioners, but that which, perhaps, is as bad 


- as the difeafe, vrz. filing a bill in chancery ; 


a remedy, which in all probability, one or 
two perfons muff fupport for the good of 
the whole, but without the affiftance of 
baif. | 
VU. And if I am not greatly muif- 
taken, even this means of redrefs is more 
limited than in ‘moft other cafes: it may 
Nog +1. S compel 
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compel the commiffioners to deliver in 


their accounts, but how can it rectify 
any unjuft management of the Jand? It hes 
in the breaft of the commiffioners when to 
make their award, and I do not imagine, 
that till they have figned i, it would be pru- 
dent to file the bill againft them. It might 
poflibly be two or three years before a de- 
cree could be obtained, and when any pro- 
prietor has been at the expence of inclofing 
his fhare, cultivating the ground, and raif- 
ing the fences, how is it poflible that even 
the power of the court of chancery, exten- 
five as it is, can in this cafe redrefs the in- 
jury, whether it arifes from the particular 
fituation of the allotment, the quantity, or 
the quality of the foil. Need I fay any 
thing further, to point ont the real necef- 
fity of the proprietors of land: exerting 
themfeives toretrench this enormous power, 
vefted in the commiffioners. The advan- 
tages refulting from inclofures, are not to 
be looked upon as merely beneficial to the 
individual, they are of the moit extenfive 
national advantage. The improvements in 
agriculture, that noua of all our power, 
mut be trifling without them; furely 

there- 
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therefore, every meafure that can promote 
them fhould be adopted, every difficulty 
attending them ees and ei injury 
redrefled. 

It appears clearly from the above circum- 
{tances that the proprietors of a lordfhip 
to be inclofed, give to the commiffioners 
for executing the act, an unlimited power 
of taxing their eftates, and including that 
unheard of power of being party, judge, 
and jury in the whole affair of paying 
themfelves, If a proprietor is offended at 
their proceedings, and refufes to pay the 
fuins levied on him, they are entrufted by 
the act, with powers immediately to dif- 
train. Such immenfe confidence in the 
commuiflioners, might be attended with few 
inconveniences, if they were univerfally 
men of confiderable property, and known 
integrity; but when the hacknied fons of 
bufinefs, are employed (which is the cafe 
nine times out of ten) the proprietors have 
juft reafon to tremble at the fituation. of 
their’ purfes. It is vibe natural’ to con- 
clude, that fuch caufes muft be attended 
with a very ftriking effect, and this accord- 
ingly is the cafe ;. for impofitions, and the 
maccuracy of commilffioners have arole to 
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fuch a height, that many proprietors who 
were eager for inclofures, on a fanguine 
profpect of benefit, have found the mea- 
fure highly injurious and totally owing to | 
the immenfe expences. There is a very 
falfe idea current, that rents are doubled 
by inclofing; a meafure may be vaftly ad- 
vantageous without poffefiing fuch uncom- 
mon merit. This notion hurries numbers 
to inclofing, who afterwards find the ex- 
pences to run away with great part of the 
profit, But even where the expences do 
not exceed the profit, it is very often the 
cafe, that the proprietor is not repaid in _ 
fix or feven years, perhaps more ;° and 
when it 1s confidered, how little able fome 
proprietors, even in good circumftances, are 
to wait fo long before they are reimburfed 
their expences ; how often they are difabled 
(by advancing their proportions neceflary 
for an inclofure) to provide for the fettle- 
ment of their children in the world, how 
often they are prevented cultivating their 
new inclofure to any advantage, by being 
drained of their ready money——I think it 
will inconteftibly appear, that the advan- 
tages refulting from this extravagant mie- 
thod, are trivial to the majority of pro- 

prietors 
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prietors in comparifon to what they might 
reafonably have expected, from a more 
equal management. 

You will not think this furprizing, when 
you are informed the immediate rife of 
rent in many inclofures in this neighbour- 
hood, has not amounted to above five or 
fix fhillings an acre, and in fome to no 
more than eighteen pence and two fhil-: 
lings an acre. In ftrong rich lands where 
they have fome meadow lands, the rife 1s 
higher. But indeed the fmallnefs of the 
rifeis, in fome meafure, owing to their want 
of better hufbandry; for with very few 
meadows, they know fcarce any thing of 
clover and ray-grafs or turnips; confe- 
quently the value of an inclofure 1s com- 
paratively fmall to them. 

But whatever caufe the fact is owing to, 
it remains equally furprizing that the pro- 
prietors fhould not be more attentive to 
their intereft, a rife of rent fufficient to pay 

the expences of the inclofure under the 
| management of honeft, able, and careful 
conductors, may vanifh into nothing upon 
the mention of thofe who have neither 
integrity, abilities, or attention; and it 
mutt be {trange fupinenefs indeed, that can 
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fuffer the gentlemen of a county to be 
duped in fo flagrant a manner, as to allow 
even in idea, the trains of impofition which — 
are now common in the bufinefs of inclo- 
fures. It is wonderful they do not exert 
themfelves to introduce common fenfe and 
honefty, in an affair hitherto under the 
cognizance of ignorance, knavery, and felf- 
intereft. | 

For this purpofe, it feems requifite, that 
the following claufes fhould be added to 
the acts for inclofure. 

I. That the fmall proprietors fhould 
have a.fhare in the nomination of com- 
miffioners; either by a union of votes or 
_otherwife, as might be determined. 

II. That the attorney and commiffioners 
fhould, before the pafling the act, agree 
upon their feveral rewards, and on no ac- 
count whatever be fuftered to pay them- 
felves éife fhilling, 

IJ. That the commiffioners proceed.im- 
mediately to the furvey, diftribution, and 
-afignment, and the building or forming 
public works, 
IV. Vhat in cafe any man thinks him- 
felf injured, he may be at liberty (but to- 
tally at his own expence, in cafe he 1s in 

the 
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the wrong) to fammons a jury immediately, 
to _ and decide the affair. 3 

. That as foon as the aboteiientioned 
as: is concluded, the commiflioners do 
give in their account of all fums received and 
expended, in the moft regular manner, and 
with all the vouchers for payment; and that 
they immediately publifh theiraward. —~ 

VI. That an action at common law be 
had againft the commiflioners for et or 
unvouched ‘accounts, Ge. Ge... ee 

| By means of thefe or other claufes better 

imagined; but of the fame intention, this 
undoubtedly beneficial meafure ‘of inclof- 
ing would be infinitely extended;: and the 
interefts of the community, as well as in- 
dividuals, greatly fecured. 

Many people inclofing upon old rents, 
think the great advance of rent upon their 
farms is owing to inclofures, whereas their 
farms would very well have allowed of an 
additional rent without it. 

I am not here arguing againft inclo- 
fures, the advantages arifing from them 
are certainly very extenfive; I am only fay- 
ing, they are not fo great as they are fre- 
quently imagined to be, and they do not - 
always indemnify the pre/ent poffeflor from 
So 4 | the 
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the great expence he is at in obtaining 
them, by the abfurd and extravagant man- 
ner in which they are generally conducted. 
oI fhould extend thefe remarks farther, 
but many other points of bad hufbandry 
will be included in the general. obferva- 
tions, which I fhall trouble you with on 
the conclufion of this tour. 

From Rifby I took the road to Went- 
worth houfe. Pafling Cave, the feat of Sir 
George Metham, which I before defcribed, 
we came to Howden, the foil in which 
neighbourhood is chiefly clay, with fome 
fields of fandy land: lets in the open field 
at 10s. and in the inclofures at 1/.. Their 
courte is, 

1. Fallow 
2. Wheat 
3. Oats 

For wheat they plough five times, fow 
two buthels of feed, and reap at a medium. 
about three quarters. For barley, they 
plough three times, fow four bufhels of 
feed, and reckon the mean produce four 
quarters. They give one or two ftirrings 
for oats, fow four bufhels; five quarters the 
average crop. For beans they plough but 
ence, sca thyee buthels and a half broad- 
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caft, never hoe them, and gain at a me- 
dium 22 quarters. They fow fcarce any 
turnips. For rye they plough once, fow 
3 bufhels, and 24 the mean crop. © Clover 
they fow on {pring corn, generally mow it, 
and ‘gain two tons of hay at a mowing. 
They ‘cultivate much flax in this neigh- 
bourhood, calling it ue; they fow it either 
on a ftubble in great heart, or on old grafs ; 
then weed it at the expence of from 55. to | 
10 Ss. per acre, and they reckon that an acre, 
if not a bad one, will pay 5/. a of all 
charges. 

The manure they principally depend on 
is lime, of which they lay two chaldrons 
onanacre, and it lafts a courfe. 

They reckon 500/. neceflary to ftock a 
farm of 100/, a -year.——-The product of 
a cow they value at 5 /. 

They ufe two, and fometimes three horfes 
ina plough abreaft, and do an acre a day. 
If ploughing is hired, it is 2s. 6 d. an acre. 

The poor women and children are much 
in want of employment; only a little fpin- 
ning among them of line and hemp_hards. 

The par saialaa’s of afarm I gained sss 

500 Acres in all 
200 OF them grafs 
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200 Arable 
f£. 200 Rent 
12 Horfes 
4 Oxen 
6 Brood mares . 
6 Cows. 
50 Beafts | 
260 Sheep . 
§ Servants... 
eons ed DOUEETS. 
He fows 
_40 Acres of wheat 
80 Of {pring corn 
20. OF flax 


by AeBv Quite 

In harvefi, gs. a week and beer. 
A woman, Is. a day. 

In hay time, 15. 2d. a asi 

A woman, 6d. . 
In winter, 1s. | 
Reaping wheat; from 6s. to 8s. 
Mowing and binding {pring corn, 35. and 

zed. 

Threfhing wheat, 1s. 9 d. a quarter. 
pone Harley, 15. 2d, 
~ beans, IS. 
oats reaped, 6 d. 
———r———= mown, 84, | 
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Wages of a farming man, from 1o/. to 
12/, Of a maid, 4/4 


PROVISIONS, &«. 


Bread, _- - 2 verdad. 
Butter, EY Looe? 
Cheefe, - “ eae ae 
Beef, “ - = 
Mutton, : - $i 

| Potatoes, ~ - 4 apeck. 
Milk, ~ > St per quart. 
Candles, - - 6+ 


Labourers houfe rent, 305. 
rome fIFINY, 15 S. 


IMPLEMENTS, Se. 


A new waggon, 124 105. 

Arcatt,) 77. 

~“pheplough1u ics. 

A harrow, 125. 

A roller, 2 $56. 

Shoeing a cart horfe, 15. 4d. 

Laying a plough-fhare and coulter, 1s. 2d. 
Bricks, 10s. per thoufand. 

, Oak timber, 1s. 6d. a foot. 

The country quite from Cave through 
Howden and to Thorne, is alllow, flat, and 
difagreeable, At the latter place I was very 

8 lucky 
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lucky in meeting with information of the 
beft kind, through the civility of Mr. A/b- 
croft and Mr. Arkinfon, for which I am 
much obliged to them. ‘The foil is in ge- 
neral a ftrong clay, and many fields a pe- 
culiar fort of earth formed by the over- 
flowings of the tide, which left a firm 
fandy kind of flime; the medium rent of . 
the country 1s 10s. an.acre; but fome of 
their common field lands Jet at 175. and 
18s,the acre; the nominal rent 20s. to 
26s. but the meafure is more than a real 
acre. Their courfe upon this land is 
1. Turnips 
2. Barley 
3. Wheat’ 
4. Oats 
5, Clover 
6. Wheat 7 
The moft infamous courfe I have met with 
fince I have been out. On thei other 
lands it is alfo very. bad, 
3. Fallow 
2. Wheat 
3. Oats 
4. Wheat 
For Wheat they plough ae times, fow 
three bufhels, and gain at an average 
twenty- 
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twenty-four. ‘They plough but twice for 
barley, fow four bufhels, and reap at a 
medium four quarters and a half. For 
oats they ftir but once, fow four buthels, 
and gain fix quarters ata medium. They 
give but one earth for beans, fow three 
bufhels and a half broad-caft, never hoe 
them, and get at a medium twenty-three 
bufhels. For turnips they plough four or 
five times, never hoe them, which 1s a fine 
practice when five crops fucceed them, and 
the land never fallowed ; the mean value 
per acre they reckon at 18 or 20s. and ufe 
them for fheep and beafts; they {tock them 
with eight or ten fheep to an acre, or two 
‘beafts. They plough four times for rape, 
and reckon a middling crop at 32 quar- 
ters, Flax they fow generally on an old 
{warth, plough it but once, weed the crop 
three times at the expence of 75. 6d. an 
acre ; a gcod one they value at Hid or 12/, 
an acre, and worth as it grows at an 
average from 5/. to 8/. They fometimes 
give 4 /. rent for the flax year, 

Their chief manuring is with lime, of 
which they lay two Hadi ‘ons on an acre 
at'7s. 6d. per chaldron; . it lafts three 
crops; fometimes they mix it with tide 


7 {lime, 
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flime, called warp. They alfo pare and 
burn; the paring they do with a plough, 
and genérally fow rape on the land. 

In their tillage they ufe two horfes in a 
plough, and do an acre a day. Hiring 
per acre 18 4.5. 

Some other fundry ‘circumftances worth 
minuting are; the fum requifite to ftock a 
farm of too /. a year, they reckon 300/,-— 
the product ofa cow, 5 /.--the profit of fheep, 
45. per head;—poor women and children 
have no employment, but drink tea twice 
aday. The tythes are gathered, and land 
fells at 35. years purchafe. 

But the greateft curiofity to be met with 
in this country is the vaft moors, which 
are 3, 4, and 5 miles over, and fome of 
them near as long; they confilt of a foft, 
fpongy, loofe foil, as if compofed of rotten 
vegetables: It is all what they call turf, and 
is dug into {quare pieces for burning ; when 
dried it is hight as a feather, and burns ex- 
cellently ; over all the moors it lays in an 
even ftratum, about five or fix feet deep, 
upon a bed of {tiff biue and black clay ; in 
digging it away they frequently find vaft 
fir trees, perfectly found, and fome oaks, 
but not fo good as the firs; the body of a 

| mah 
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man was alfo found, the flefh was black, but 
perfectly preferved ; after a fhort expofure 
to the air, 1t crumbled into powder; the 
nature of the moor is fuch, as to refift all 
putrefaétion, and no kind of worm can 
live in it. The property of it is very re- 
markable ; on each fide, at the diftance as 
I mentioned before, of feveral miles, are 
many little flips of cultivated land, gene- 
rally an acre (28 yards) broad, fome more, 
and others lefs; the proprietors of thefe 
poffefs a right to all"the moor which bor- 
ders upon their land in a ftreight line, un- 
til they ‘meet with the oppofite pofleffors, 
who are in the fame fituation. Thefe cul- 
tivated flips, which confift of many clofes, 
have all (and probably moft of the adjacent 
country) been gained in the courfe of many 
centuries from the-moors; it 1s a good 
rich clay, that yields fine crops of corn and 
grafs, but from its fituation is liable to be 
overflowed in winter; lets at about 7 or 
8s. an acre. Thus a proprietor has as 
much land ‘as he thinks proper; but then 
the expence of digging away the turf is 
more than the land is worth; for a. man 
feldom cuts above four fquare yards a day ; 
they give it to the poor for their cutting 
and taking away. 
| 7 The 


[ 272 | 

Thea EpReveinGht of fuch land is avery 
dubious point: To view the moor, any 
perfon would fwear it totally incapable of 
any; but I muft own myfelf of a different 
opinion. In the front of the ptece, I viewed 
where the men were cutting the turf; I 
obferved a: trench was cut on each fide, 
and acrofs the moor, around a {quare piece 
againft the field already cleared ; this trench 
was not above two feet deep, and yet its 
efiect in draining was very ftriking; we 
could walk very firmly within this trench, 
but on the outfide of it not without dan- 
ger of being fwallowed up; and although 
I could fcarcely perceive any growth upon 
the moor in general, yet this drained part 
was covered with lng of a luxuriant 
growth, which 1s a fufficient proof that 
draining would not only be very advan- 
tageous, but the point of all others which 
mutft be firft effected. The fall of five or 
fix feet into the part cut away, which is 
interfected with ditches, would fecure a 
certainty of draining.——When this work 
was done, the furface ought to be burnt, 
but they objected to this, that it would 
not be allowed, as others property would: 
pretent! ly be on fire, and poflibly the whole 
country, 
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country, which however I can fcarcely imas 
pine ; but if it cannot be burnt, it ought to 
be dug three or four times in the fummer 
to fweeten it, and the fucceeding {pring 
planted and fowed with fuch vegetables as 
were mott likely to fucceed. I ventured to 
recommend them on conjecture, potatoes, 
cabbages, carrots, hops, ofiers, Gc. Gc. Ge. 
to try them in {mall plats, that fome cer- 
tainty might at leaft be gained ; and as the 
expence would be very trifling, I believe 
the trial will be made. 

One objection occurred to me, which 
can only be anfwered by a lawyer : Sup= 
pofe a proprietor drains the moor in front 
of him, until he meets with the oppofite 
proprietor; gu@re, can they be ftopped 
by any thing but the want of turf? they 
would have the fame bank prefent itfelf to 
them as at prefent, only a poffeffor on the 
-furface of it. 

The following are the particulars of 
fome farms in this country; one, 

120 Acres in all. | 
100 Arable 
20 Grafs 
£. 70 Rent 
6 Horfes 
Vou. I. T 7 Caws 
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7 Cows | 
209 Sheep (right of commonage) 
2 Servants 
2 Labourers 
He fows 
1g Acres of wheat 
30 Of oats 
20 Of beans » 
Another : 
170 Acres in all 
130 Arable 
40 Grafs 
£. 56 Rent 
io Horfes 
12 Cows 
3 Servants 
3 Labourers. 
He fows 
30 Of wheat 
60 Of oats 
10 Of rape 
10 Of turnips 
Another : 
| 70 Acres inall 
60 Arable 
10 Grafs 
£- 38 Rent 
6 Horfes 
6 Cows 
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6 Cows 
300 Sheep (commonage right) 
2 Servants | 
2 Labourers 
He fows 
25 Acres of wheat 
25 Of oats 
Another : 
87 Acres in all 
57 Arable 
30 Grafs 
£90 Rent 
6 Horfes 
6 Cows 
200 Sheep (right of ueseon 
3 Servants 
1 Labourer 
No folding in this country ! 


LAB OU 


In harveft, 2 s. aday and beer. 
In hay-time, 15. 6d. and ditto. 
In winter, Is. 
Reaping wheat, 55. 
— oats, 45. 
Mowing and gathering, 3s. 
n——-——= grafs, 15, 64. 
Threfhing wheat, 2 5. 
EB Threfhing 
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Threfhing barley, 1s. 
——— oats, 8d, 
Wages of a farming man,ir/. Irs. 
Dairy and other maids, 3 /. to 3/7. 105. 


PROVISIONS, &c. 


Bread, = per lo. 4. 
Cheefe, - “ oe 
Butter, a ~ 5 902 
Beef, « ~ a 
Mutton, - ~ 3% 
Veal, = ~ 2 
Pork, - - se: 
Potatoes per peck,. 3 
Candles, + - 6 

Soap, “ = 6 

Milk, “ - Oo aquart. 


Labourers houfe rent, 25s. 
———— firing, 125. 
wn wear of tools, 55. 


IMPLEMENTS. 


A waggon, 12/. 125, 

A cart, gf, 

A plough, 17/. 

A harrow, 1/, eee 
Shoeing a horfe, 15. 4d. | 


Layu 


we? 
GQ 
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Laying a fhare, 15. 
Bricks per thoufand, 9 s. 
Oak timber, 15: 6 d. 
Ath, 1od. © 
Elm, 15. 44, 


I remain, 


Your's, &c, 
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A 7” Entworth houfe, the palace of the Mar- 
quis of Rockingham, is fituated between 
Rotherham and Barnfley, in the midft of a 
_ moft beautiful country, and ina park that 1s 
one of the moft exquifite {pots in the world. 
It confifts of an irregular quadrangle, in- 
clofing three courts, with two grand fronts: 
The principal one to the park extends in 
a line upwards of 600 feet, forming a 
center and two wings. Nothing in archi- 
tecture can be finer than this center, which 
extends 19 windows. In the middle, a 
moft noble portico projects 20 feet, and is 
60 long inthe area; fix magnificent Corzn- 
thian pillars fupport it in front, and one at 
each end: This portico is lightnefs and 
elegance itfelf; the projection is bold, and 
when viewed aflant from one fide, admits 
the light through the pillars at the ends, 
which has a moft happy effect, and adds 
furprizingly to the lightnefs of the edifice. 
The bafes of the pillars reft on pedeftals, in 
a line upon the ruftics, which by fome 
criticks has been objected to, by aflerting 
| that 
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that the pedeftal of a colamn ought to be 
Stil onthe ground alone; but without 
eaguirng into the propriety of fuch {trict 
rules, let me remark that the effect of 
bre veaking them, 1s to my eye a beauty; for 
as it is always neceffary to inclofe the area 
of the portico with a balluftrade, when 
there are no pedeftals *, the fhafts of the 
pillars are cut by it, which hurts the beauty 
of their proportion, and has in general a 
bad effeét: But in this portico, the balluf- 
_ trade extending from pedeftal to pedeftal, 
the fhafts are feen complete, and the unity 
of the view not in the leaft deftroyed. The 
timpanum ts excellently proportioned ; at 
the points are three very light ftatues; the 
cornice, the arms, and the capitals of the 
pillars admirably executed. A balluftrade 
crowns the reft of the front, at each end.a 
{tatue, and between them vafes ; the whole 
uniting to form a center at cnce pleafing 
and magnificent; in which lightnefs vies 
with grandeur, and fimplicity with eler 
cc ae 

The ruftic floor confifts of a very large 


* Perhaps, more properly f{peaking, it fhould be 
called the bafe, dye and cornice. 


T 4 arcade, 
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arcade, and two fuites of rooms. In the 
arcade 1s a fine group in ftatuary, con- 
taining three figures as large as life, in 

which. one of gigantic ftature 1s getting the 
better of two others; the fculptoris Foggznz ; 
the upper parts of the two lower figures 
are finely executed; the turn of the backs, 
and the expreffion of the countenances, 
good; the forced ftrugeling attitude of the 
hidder one very great, efpecially that of 
pufhing his hand againft the body of his 
antagonift. On the left of this arcade is 
the common apartment; firft, a fupping- 
room, 30 by 22, and 14 high; a drawing- 
room, 33 by 25; anti-room to the dining- 
room, and the dining-room, 36 by 25. On 
the other fide, offices for the fteward, but- 
lers, &c. Upon this floor are an immenfe 
number of rooms of all forts; and among 
others a great many admirable good apart- 
ments, of anti-room, drefling-room, bed- 
chamber, furnifhed with great elegance in 
velvets, damafks; &c. @&e. and gilt and 
carved ornaments. | 

Upon the principal floor you enter firft 
the grand hall, which is, beyond all com- 
parifon, the fineft room in England; the 
janes of the proportion is fuch, as muft 


{trike 
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ftrike every eye with the moft agreeable 
furprize on entering it ; It is 60 feet {quare, 
and 40 high; a gallery 10 feet wide is 
carried round the whole, which leaves the 
area a cube of 40 feet; this circumftance 
gives it an elegance and a magnificence un- 
matched in any other hall. The gallery 
is fupported by 18 moft noble Jonze flated 
_ pillars, incrufted with a pafte, reprefenting 
in the moft natural manner feveral mar- 
bles. The fhafts are of Szena, and fo ad- 
mirably imitated as not to be diftinguithed 
from reality by the moft experienced and 
- moft fcrutinizing eye; the bafes pedeftals, the 
capitals of white marble, and the fquare 
of the bafes of verd antique. Nothing can 
have a more beautiful effect than thefe pil- 
lars; thofe only on one fide of the room 
are yet completed; but the moit fkilfal 
hands from Jfa/y are kept conftantly em- 
ployed in finifhing this noble defign. Be- 
tween the pillars are eight niches in thé 
wall for ftatues, which are ready to be 
placed when the pillars, walls, and niches 
are finifhed for receiving them. Over thefe 
niches are very elegant relievo’s in pan- 
nels, from the defigns of Mr. ‘Stewart. 
| 3 ~ Above 
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Above the gallery are eighteen Corinthian 
pilafters, which are alfo to be incrufted 
with the imitation of marbles: Between 
the fhafts are pannels ftruck in ftucco, 
and between the capitals feftoons in the 
fame, in a ftile which cannot fail of plea- 
fing the moft cultivated tafte. The ceiling 
is of compartments in ftucco, fimply mag- 
nificent, and admirably executed. His 
lordihip defigns a floor in compartments 
anf{werable to the ceiling, of the fame work- 
manfhip as the columns.——To the left of 
this noble hall is'a grand fuite of apart- 
ments ; containing, 

Firft, a fupping-room, 40 feet by 22. — 
The ceiling compartments in ftucco; the 
center a plain large oblong; at each end a 
{quare, in which is a moft elegant relievo, 
reprefenting two angels fupporting an 
urned cup of flowers refting on the head 
of an eagle; the divifions on each fide con- 
taining {crolls ; the whole exceedingly ele- 
gant. /The ehinmuiiy plete very handfome, 
the frieze containing the Reckingbam fup- 
porters, with a plain fhield, in white mar- 
ble, finely polifhed; the columns feftooned 
in the fame, 

Second, a drawing-room, 35 by 23. 

The 


[ Res |] 

The ceiling coved in ftucco; the center an 
oval in oblong, with medalions in the cor- 
ners of the {quare cut by the oval, inclofed 
in wreaths of laurel furrounded by {crolls; 
the cove rifing to it ftruck in {mall octagon 
compartments, ehequered by little {quares, 
extremely elegant. The cornice, frieze, 
and architrave of the wainfcot beautifully 
carved; nothing more elegant of the kind 
than the f{croll of carving on the frieze. 
The chimney-piece of white marble, po- 
lifhed; the cornice fupported by figures of 
captives, in the fame; on the frieze, feftoons 
of fruit and flowers; on each fide a vate, 
on which are four fmall but elegant figures 
in relievo, fomething in the attitude of the 
hours in the 4urora of Guido. 

Third, a dining-room 40 feet fquare; 
the ceiling of {tucco; in the center a large 
octogon; around it eight divifions, within 
four of which are relievos of boys fupport- 
ing a fhield, inclofing a head in a blaze, 
by a wreath of fruit; over it a bafket of 
flowers on a fhell inverted; and under it 
an eagle {preading its wings. In the other 
divifion are rays in circles of fret-work : 
The defign of the whole in a moft jaft and 
elegant tafte, The chimney-piece large 

and 
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and handfome, of white polifhed marble; 
above it architectural ornaments; a core- 
nice, &c. fupported by Corinthian pillars; 
the whole finely carved, and furrounding a 
fpace left fora picture. In the walls of the 
room are pannels in ftucco, of a bold and 
fpirited defign, and like the ceiling exceed- 
ingly well executed. Over the doors are 
fix hiftorical relievos ; in the center on each 
fide a large frame-work for a picture, by 
which are pannels, inclofing in wreaths 
four medallions ; 
Theocritus, 
Heétor, 
Agamemnon, 
Hyacinthus. 
On one fide the chimney-piece, in the , 
fame ftile, 
| Hamilcar ; 
And on the other, 
Trotlus. 
Returning to the grand hall, you enter 
from the other fide another fuite, 
Firft, an anti-room 30 by 20; the ceil- 
ing finely finifhed in ftucco. 
Secondly, the grand drawing-room 36 
fquare; ceiling the fame. 
Third, a drefling-room 30 by 253 t the 
calling 
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ceiling coved in ftucco; the center an oval-cut 
in afquare, elegantly decorated ; the cove 
rifing to it mofaic’d in {mall fquares, de- 
figned with great tafte. 

Fourth, the ftate bed-chamber, 25 
{quare; ceiling of ftucco, and elegant. 

Fifth, another drefling-room, 16 {quare, 
communicating with the paflage which 
- runs behind this fuite of apartments, 

At the other end of the houfe behind the 
great dining-room is the India apartment, | 
a bed-chamber 15 {quare, with.a dreffing- 
room the fame; the chimney-piece ex- 
tremely elegant ; pillars of Seva marble. _ 

From the other corner of the hall on the 
right-hand you enter by a large paflage; 
the gallery, or common rendezvous room 
130 feet by 18, hung with India paper; 
a moft ufefuland agreeable room. To the 
right, thisopensinto the new damajfk apart- 
ment, confifting of a bed-chamber and two 
dreffing-rooms, one of the latter 27 feet by 
18, the ceiling compartments in ftucco: 
The chimney-piece furprizingly elegant; a 
border of Szena marble, furrounded by com- 
partments of a black marble ground, inlaid 
with flowers, fruit, and birds of marble in 
their natural colours; moft exquifitely 

by finifhed. 
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finifhed. The bed-chamber, 27 by 15; 
the ceiling very well defigned and executed 
in ftucco; the other drefling-room (both 
open into the gallery) 28 by 18; a coved 
ceiling {tuccoed in compartments extremely 
neat ; the chimney-piece pilafters of Sena, 
with white polifhed capitals fupporting the 
cornice of white and Szexa marble; the 
whole very elegant: over it a copy, from 
Vandyke, of Charles the Firft’s Queen, by 
Lady Fitzwilliams, exceedingly well done; 
the face, hair, and drapery excellent. 
Here is one of the moft curious cabinets in 
England ; it 1s in architectural divifions of 
acenter and two wings, on a bafement 
ftory of drawers; a cornice finely wrought 
of ebony, the frieze of ivory, and the ar- 
chitecture of tortoife-fhell, fupported by 
Corinthian fluted pillars of tortoife-fhell 
and ebony carved in reliefs, the capitals 
and bafes gilt. The entrance of the 
building ruftics in tortoife-fhell, the divi- 
fions in ivory. By looking in the center 
on either fide, is a deception of perfpective ; 
“the defign is very elegant, and the work- 
manfhip excellent. 

On the other fide of the sandy you 
open into a blue damatk drefling-room, 
25by 24; here are two pictures by Mr. 

Weft, 


Sa 
Weft, which feem to be in his happieft 
manner; Diana and Endymion, and Cymon 
sand Ipbigene. In the firft, the moft ftriking 
‘peculiarity is the light, all iffuing from the 
crefcent of Diana; thisis fomething of the 
Cencetto, but the execution is fine; the dif- 
fufion fpirited and natural. The turn of 
her neck and naked arm 1s very beautiful ; 
all the colours are fine and brilliant. and 
the general harmony very pleafing. In 
the other piece, the naked bofom of Jphigene 
is fine, and the turn of her head inimita- 
ble. Cymon’s figure 1s good, his attitude 
eafy and natural; the colours are glowing, 
and confequently pleafing. Befides thefe 
pieces, here is likewife a large portrait of 
the late King on <horfeback; it is a good 
one, the attitude very natural. Likewife 
a {mall relief in alabafter of a Cupid in a 
car, drawn by panthers: his attitude very 
pleafing.—Next is the chintz bed-chamber, 
24 by 20. 

After this comes the yellow damafk 
apartment. The drefligg-room 18 fquare ; 
and the bed-chamber 25 by 18. Upon 
a eabinet in this room is a fmall Ve- 
nus in white marble; fine, delicate, and 
pleafing; the drapery under her breatt 
beautiful, 

, The 
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The red and white apartment, 19 fquare 
and a dreflingeroom 20 by 19. Then into 
the laft apartment on this fide, very ele- 
gantly furnifhed, 20 by 18, and 22 by 20. 
The library 60 by 20, and nobly fur- 
nifhed ; the great fcarcity of the Neapolitan 
collection * of antiques found in Hercu- 
laneum, will excufe a few remarks on fome 


- of the moft ftriking of the engravings, 


efpecially as fome may have an opportu- 
nity of only atranfient view ; in which cafe 
1 would recommend them to turn particu- 
larly to the following pages of the prints. _ 
Vol. I. 43. Achilles, an exceeding fine 
| and perfeét figure. _ 

79. Drapery very fine. 

95. Surprizing drapery ; the 
limbs feen through it as if 

. of gauze. 

99. An_ half naked woman 
hanging in the air; the turn 
of the arms holding the 
drapery inimitably graceful. 

_ The beauty of the face and 
body exquifite; the drapery 

' exceeding fine, . difplaying 

*® Je Pitture Antiche D’ Ercolano E, Contorni incife 
con Qualche Spiegazione ; Folio. | 
| the 
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the form of the limbs through 
it in the happieft manner; the - 
whole range of painting can 
exhibit nothing fo aftonifh- 
ingly elegant as this attitude. 


103 The graceful turn of the right 


arm inimitable ; and the dra- | 


 pery very fine.’ 


109 


The animated fpirit of the 
attitude, fpringing upwards, 
furprizingly great: The dra- 
pery very elegant. — 


i119 The turn of the right arm ex- 


184 


129 


tremely graceful ; and the dra- 
pery fine. 
The turn of the right arm very 
elegant ; the upper part of the 
drapery graceful, and the dif- 
play of the body through all 
of it very fine; but it bundles 
heavily at bottom. | 
One of the fineft attitudes in 
the world; the profile, and 
grace of the head charming. 
The drapery inimitable. 
Like fome others of the orna- 
mental pieces, rather Chine/e 
than antique, and the drollery 
U of 
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of the afs and crocodile truly 
modern. 

Vol. II. g1. Correét, elegant and beauti- 
ful; the attitude and drapery 
fine. 

113 The attitudes and drapery pro- 
digioufly fine. 

131 The attitudes and drapery, 
and variety in the figures, very 
pleafing. The gardening Cii- 
nefe, and pretty. - 

267 The feftoon would do honour 
to the moft. elegant invention 
in modern tafte. 

Vol, INI. 61 A group full of eafe and basiees 
in the attitudes: The defigns 
very fine. 

87 A {pirited attitude. 

97 Nothing can be finer than the 
back parts, the face, and at- 
titude of the woman. 

147 The naked feen through the 
drapery finely, and the atti- 
tude fpirited. 
351 Amazing drapery, the whole 
form feen thro’ it aftonifh- 
ingly. 

155 The attigutte {pirited, and the 

drapery fine. eae 

Vol. 
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Vol. I1V.117 The figure of this woman is 
furprizingly fine, her attitude 
eafy, graceful and expreflive, 
and the drapery excellent. 

263 One would think this the de- 
| fign of a modern ceiling. 

Befides this very magnificent work, there 
are inthis library a vaft number of books 

_ of prints, architeCture and medals; of the 
laft, his Lordfhip has one of the greateft 
collections in England. 

From the library is a direét communi« 
cation, on one fide with the preceding 
rooms, and on the other with the crimfon 
velvet apartment; confifting of, firft, an 
anti-room, painted in obfcura in blue, in 

avery neat tafte, 23 feet fquare ; this opens 

- into the bed-chamber of the fame dimen- 

fions, the ornaments of the bed, the glafs . 

frames, &c. Sc, of gilt carving well exe- 

cuted; then the dreffing-room 23 by 15. 

The attic ftory confifts of complete fets 
of apartments, of bed-chamber and dref- 
fing-room ; including thofe of Lord and 
Lady Rockingham, which are four drefling- 
rooms and a bed-chamber: In his Lord- 
fhip’s anti-room hangs the famous picture 
of the Earl of Strafford, and his fecretary, 
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by Vandyke; and incomparably fine it 1s, 
Alfo the portrait of an old fervant, by 
Stubbs; which appears to me moft excel- 
lently done: The {trong expreffion of the 
face is worthy the pencil of Rembrandt. 
himfelf. The rooms on this floor are all 
{pacious, many of 36 by 30, 30 by 25, 
&c. Sc. in general well proportioned, and 
the furniture rich and elegant... Upon the 
whole, much fuperior to the common ftile ~ 

of Attic apartments. | 
In refpect of convenience, the connec- 
tion of the apartments throughout the 
houfe 1s excellently contrived: For the 
grand fuite of rooms on the left of the hall — 
has a roomy paflage behind it, which com- 
-municates with the offices by back ftairs, 
and with the library and apartments ad- 
joining by paflages.. To the right of the 
hall the fame convenience is. found, for 
one of its doors opens into the great ftair- 
cafe, landing-place and pafiage, which 
runs behind the grand apartment and opens 
into the fecond drefling-room ; fo that there 
is a double way through all this fuite, to 
the ftate bed-chamber ; either through the 
‘great rooms to the firft drefling-room, and 
then into the bed-chamber ; or-on the other 
| fide 
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fide through the fecond drefiing-room ; and 
an immediate communication between thefe 
apartments and the ftair-cafe, which leads 
down to the ruftic floor, and up to the 
Attic ftory. All ‘thefe apartments are 
nearly contiguous to each other, and yet 
you may enter almoft any one of the rooms 
without going through another. The dif- 
pofition of the other apartments is’ rot me 

ferior. : 
The paflage beforementioned, or rather 
veftible which conneéts the hall and the 
| apartments to the mght of it, lkewife 
opens into the gallery, which as a rendez- 
vous room is excellently fituated; for to the 
right it opens into both the dreffing-rooms 
of the blue damaik apartment; and on 
the left through thegreen damaik dreffing- 
room to the library and apartments ad- 
joining, and by feveral large, handfome, 
and well-lhghted paflages to other apart- 
ments and ftair-cafes, which communicate 
with the offices, fo that on every fide there 
is a communication between all the apart- 
ments, and yet without making one a paf- 
fage-room to another ; which 1s excellently 
- contrived *. | 
, But 
* His  Lordthip is building a moft magnificent pile of 
es ftabling ; 
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But the park and environs of Wentworth 
houie, are, if any thing, more noble than 
the edifice itfelf; for which way foever you 
approach, very magnificent woods, fpread- 
ing waters, and elegant temples break up- 
on the eye at every angle. But there is fo 
great a variety in the points of view, that 
it is impofhble to lead you a regular tour 
of the whole without manifeft confufion ; 
I fhall therefore take the parts diitinctly, 

and fo pafs from one-to the other. 
Many of the objects-are viewed to the 
greateft advantage by taking the principal 
entrance from Rotherbam; this approach, 
his Lordthip is at prefent laying out ; much 
of the road, &c, is done, and when com- 
pleated it will be a continued landfcape, 
as beautiful as can be conceived. At the. 
very entrance of the park, the profpect is 
delicious: In front you look full upon a 
noble range of hills, dales, lakes and woods, 
the houfe magnificently fituated in the 
center of the whole. The eye naturally 


ftabling ; it isto forma large quadrangle, inclofing a 
{quare of 190 feet, with a very elegant front to the 
park: There are to be 84 ftails with numerous apart- 
ments for the fervants attending ; and {pacious rooms 
for hay, corn, We. Ge. Ge. difperfed in fuch a manner 
as to render the whole perfectly convenient, 
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falls into the valley before you, through 
which the water winds in a noble ftile: 
On the oppofite fide, is a vaft {weep of 
rifing flopes, finely fcattered with trees, 
“up to the houfe, which is here feen dif- 
- tinctly, and ftands in the point of gran- 
‘deur from whence it feems to command 
_ all the furrounding country. The woods 
ftretching away above, below, and to the 
right and left with inconceiveable magni- 
ficence ; from. the pyramid on one fide, 
which rifes from the bofom of a great 
wood, quite around to your left hand, 
where they join one of above an hun- 
dred acres hanging on the fide of a vaft 
hill, and forming altogether an amphi- 
theatrical profpect, the beauties of which 
are much eafier imagined than defcribed.- 
In one place the ruftic temple crowns 
the point of a waving hill, and in another 
the ionic one appears with a lightnefs 
that decorates the furrounding groves. —- 
The fituation of the houfe is no where bet- 
ter feen than from this point, for, in fome 
places near, it appears to ftand too low ; 
but the contrary is manifeit trom hence, 
for the front-{weep of country forms the 

Ug flope 
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flope of a gradually rifing hill, in the _ 
middle of which is the houfe, up to it is - 
a fine bold rife: If it was on the higheft 
of the ground, all the magnificence of the 
plantations which ftretch away beyond it, 
would be loft, and thofe on each fide take 
the appearance of right lines, ftiffly point- 
ing to the edifice. But this remark is al- 
moit general, for I f{carce know a fituation, 
in which the principal building fhould be 
on the higheft ground. 

Defcending from hence towards the 
wood beneath you, hanging towards the 
valley, and thro’ which the road leads, be- 
fore it enters another view breaks upon the 
eye, which cannot but delight it. Firft, 
the water winding through the valley in a 
very beautiful manner; on the other fide 
a fine flope rifing to the ruftic temple, 
mof elegantly backed with a dark {pread- 
ing wood. To the right a vaft range of 
plantations, covering a whole {weep of 
hill, and near the fummit the pyramid 
raifing its bold head from a dark bofom 
‘of {urrounding wood. ‘The effect. truly 
great. — In the center of the view, 
in a gradual opening among the hills, 
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derfully elegant. Turning a little to 
the left, feveral woods, which from other 
points are feen diftinct, here appear to 
join, and form a vatt body of noble oaks, 
rifing from the very edge of the water to 
the fummit of the hills, on the left of the 
houfe. The ionic temple at the end moft 
happily placed, in a fpot from whence it 
throws an elegance over every landfcape. 
~The road then entering, winds through 
the wood before mentioned; but here I 
mutt detain you a fhort time, for no grove 
at Wentworth is without its fcenes of ele- 
gant retirement.- This wood is cut in- 
to winding walks, of which there is a great 
variety ; in one part of it, on a fmall hill 
of fhaven grafs, is a neat houfe for repaits 
in hot weather. The dining-room ‘is 32 
feet by 16, very neatly fitted up, the chim- 
ney-pieces of white marble of an elegant 
fimplicity ; the bow-window remarkably 
hight and airy: Adjoining 1 is a little draw- 
ing-room hung with India paper, anda 
large clofet with book-caies ; beneath are 
a kitchen and other offices. From hence a 
walk winds to the aviary, which is a little 
light Chinefe building of avery pleafing 
delign ; itis ftocked with Canary and other 
foreign 
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foreign birds, which are kept alive in win- 
ter by means of hot walls at the back of the 
building ; the front is open net-work in 
compartments, In another part of the 
wood is an o¢ctogon temple in a {mall 
lawn: And the. walk winds in another 
place over a bridge of rock-work, which 
is thrown over a {mall water thickly fur- 
rounded with trees. 

Upon coming out of this wood the ob- 
jects all receive a variation at once; the 
plantations bear in different directions, but 
continue their noble appearance; for your 
eye rifes over a prodigious fine bank of 
wood to the Ionic temple which here feems 
dropt by the hand of Grace in the very 
fpot where Tafte herfelf would wilh it to 
be feen. 

The road from hence is to wind over the 
hill, and take a flanting courfe down to 
that part of the water where the o€togon 
temple is fituated; a very elegant little 
building, fweetly fituated in the valley, 
commanding the bends of fhore among the 
adjoining groves, and the hanging woods 
~ which crown the furrounding huls, Not 
far from this temple, a magnificent bridge 
is to he thrown» over the water, and the 

| road 
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road then to be traced through another 
wood, which is full of an immenfe num. 
ber'of the moft venerable oaks in England ; 
one of which is 19 feet in circumference; 
and a great many of them near as large, 
with noble ftems of a majeftic height. 
After this it will gain an oblique view of 
the grand front of the houfe, and wind up 
to it in fuch a line, that the feet may never 
travel in a direction that the eye has be- 
fore commanded. . 
Another noble approach from which 
this exquifite park is-feen to great advan- 
tage, is the lower entrance from Rotherbam, 
where the new porter’s lodge is building, 
From hence the pyramid is feen upon the 
right, rifing from a noble {weep of wood: 
In front the ruftic temple juft fhews its head 
above a fpreading plantation in a pictu- 
refque-manner. On the left, along the 
valley, winds the lake in that waving line, 
which art ufes to imitate the moft elegant 
touches of nature: It is broke by bold pro- 
jecting clumps ef wood upon the banks, 
through which the water is in fome places 
— feen with a moft charming elegance. Ata 
- diftance upon the banks of this noble wa- 
ter, which is upwards of 200 yards wide, — 
is 
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is feen the octogon temple, in a fituation 
fixed with fach tafte as to leave little for 
the imagination to fupply. On the other 
fide of the water, you look upon a great 
extent of park, {cattered with trees in the 
moft beautiful manner imaginable, crown- 
ed with two va{t woods, which here appear 
as one; and on every fide fine profpects 
of cultivated hills {preading one beyond 
another.——T his approach crofles towards 
the lodge, where is a fmall but very neat 
room of prints on blue paper, and fur- 
nifhed with an harpfichord, for varying 
the fcene of the moft elegant of all amufe- 
ments: The view from the windows 1s full 
upon the water, then the hills rifing boldly 
from the fhore, and terminated with a 
magnificent range of woods: The road 
winds from hence around the hill on which 
the ruftic temple ftands, and breaks at 
once upon the houfe, in a manner not only 
{trikingly judicious initfelf, but finely con- 
trafted to the other approaches from which 
it is gradually feen. A part of this defign 
was the cutting away a large partof that 
hill, which projected too much before the 
front. of the houfe; a vaft defign but 
not yet compleated, although his lord- 

| {hip 


{ser | | 
fhip has already moved from it upwards 
of one hundred and forty thoufand fquare 
yards of earth. Animmente work, which 
required the fpirit of a Rockengham to un- 
dertake. | 

Another point of view I would recom- 
mend to your attention, if ever you fee this 
truly magnificent place, is the fouth point 
at the top of the hill, from whence you 
look down upon Rotherbam, and all the 
country around: From this point there is 
an immenfe profpect of -vaft valleys all fcat- 
tered with villages,with elegantly cultivated 
hills arifing on every fide to the clouds: 
The houfe appears in the center of nine 
or ten vaft hanging and other woods, which 
have a genuine magnificence more noble 
than can eafily be conceived. The pyra- 
mid. and temples are finely fcattered over 
the fcene, and give it juft the air of liveli- 
nefs which is confiftent with the grandeur 
of the extent. This view is perhaps the 
moft beautiful in York/bire; for the houfe, 
park, and woods form a circular connected 
landicape, more elegantly beautiful than 
the brighteft paintings of Zuccarelli; and 
more noble than the grandeft of Powjin’s 
ideas; while the furrounding country ex- 

hibits 
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hibits Arcadian fcenes fmiling with culti- 
vation, and endlefs in variety. 

_ From this point, moving to the left, the. 
landfcapes perpetually vary, each object 
taking a new appearance, and every one 
truly elegant. Crofling a beautiful irrigu- 
ous valley, you rife to the new plantation, 
at the weft point of the park, from whence 
a new fcene is beheld equal to any of the 
reft. You look down over a fine flope on 
the water, and catch it at feveral points 
breaking upon the eye through the fcat- 
tered trees; the o¢togon temple appearing 
on its bank, in a fituation extremely well 
contrafted to the elevated ones of the other 
buildings. To the left, the woods rife in 
a noble manner, and joining thofe by the 
houfe, have a very fine effect; the Jonie 
temple juft lifting its dome above them in 
an exquifite tafte. In front, the ruftic tem- 
ple is feen on the hill backed with wood in 
the moft pleafing ftile, and higher ftill, the 
pyramid rifing out of more lofty woods; 
the effect altogether glorious. To the right, 
the eye 1s feafted with a beautiful variety 
of cultivated hills. 

Having often mentioned the pyramid, 
it 
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it is requifite to add, that it is a triangular 
tower, about 200 feet high, which was 
built on the fummit of a very fine hill, at 
a diftance from the houfe. There is a 
_ winding ftair-cafe up it, and from the top 
a moft aftonifhing profpect around the 
whole country breaks at once upon the 
fpectator: The houfe, and all its furround- 
ing hills, woods, waters, temples, @c. are 
viewed at one glance, and around them an 
amazing tract of cultivated inclofures. A 
_ view fcarcely to be exceeded. The follow- 
ing infcription is engraven over the en- 
trance. | 
1748. : 

‘© This pyramidal building was erected 
by his Majesty’s moft dutiful fubjed, 
Thomas Marquis of Rockingham, &c. In 
grateful refpect to the preferver of our re- 
ligion, laws, and liberties, Kinc Grorce 
tur Srconp, who by the blefling of God, 
having fubdued a moft unnatural rebellion 
in Britain, anno 1746, maintains the ba- 
lance of power and fettles a juft and ho- 
nourable peace in Europe.” 

1748. 

Near it is a {mall but very neat room, 

looking down upon a beautiful valley, and 


over 
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over a fine and extenfive profpect, where 
Lady Reckingham fometimes drinks tea. 

At no great diftance from the pyramid 
is the arch, another building, which was 
raifed as an object to decorate the view 
from the Ionic temple. 

The mention of that elegant piece of 
architecture reminds me of the exquifite 
landicapes feen from it ; an elevated fitua- 
tion gives it the command of the valley 
with the water in different places, and on 
the other fide of it, you look upon feveral 
of the woods before defcribed, rifing to that 
noble one of an hundred acres, which 
hangs towards you in the grandeft man- 
ner. In this wood, his Lordthip propofes 
building an obelifk, which will have a 
charming effect, when viewed from all the 
oppofite hills. Juft by this temple is the 
menagery in front of the greenhoufe, con-— 
taining a prodigious number of foreign 
birds, particularly gold and pencil phea- 
fants, cockatoos, Mo/lacca doves, Sc. Se 
The green-houfe is a very f{pacious one, 
behind it a neat agreeable room for drink- 
ing tea, Advancing from hence down 
the terras, the eye is continually feafted 
with an exceedingly fine and various pro- 
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fpect of hills, dales, winding water, hang-' 
ing woods, temples, and noble {weeps of 
park; and at theend of it a moft delicious 
one, quite different from any feen elfe- 
where; for you look down immediately 
upon a fine falling valley, beautifully in- 
terfected with various fheets of water, 
fringed with trees: Over this elegant bird’s- 
eye landfcape, on one fide, rifes a very 
fine floping hill, fcattered with fingle trees, 
and on the other, a noble range of woods ; 
under them in the valley {tands the o€¢to- 
gon temple; to the left the ruftic one upon 
the fummit of a bold unplanted hill con- 
trafted finely tothe others, which are either 
decorated with clumps, or quite covered 
with nobly {preading woods. 

Upon the whole, Wentworth is in every 
refpect one of the fineft places in the king- 
dom: In fome, the houfe is the object of 
curiofity ; in others, a park is admired : 
The ornamental buildings give a reputation 
to one, and a general beauty of profpect 
to another, but all are united here: The 
houfe is one of the fineft in England, and 
the largeft I have any where feen; the 
park is as noble a range of natural and . 
artificial beauty as is any where to be be- 

Vor. I. + held ; 
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held; the magnificence of the woods ex- 
ceed all defcription; the temples, &c. are 
elegant pieces of architecture, and fo ad- 
mirably fituated as to throw an uncom-/ 
mon luftre over every fpot; and add to all 
this, the amazing beauty of the furround- 
ing country, which confifts chiefly of cul- 
tivated hills, cut into inclofures, and well 
fcattered with towns and villages, and you 
certainly will allow that fuch circumftances 
cannot unite without forming a place at 
once great and beautiful. ; 

To this account, I cannot but add 
one remark, in praife of what I muft be 
allowed to call true tafte; nature has cer- 
tainly done much at Wentworth, but art 
has heightened, decorated, and improved 
ail her touches ; in fuch attempts, no flight 
genius 1s requifite: Valleys may be floated 
with water, hills crowned with woods, and 
temples appear. in every fcene ; riches 
will do all thefe; the money of one man 
may purchafe the tafte of another: But all 
that Lord Rockingham has yet done at 
Wentworth, as well as the noble plans he 
has fketched, and begun to execute, are 
totally his own defigns: a mark undoubt- 

edly 
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edly of his safe, though not of his com- 
pliance with fa/hion. | 
ee ee 

But the hufbandry of the Marquis of 
Rockingham 1s much more worthy of at- 
tention than that of any palace; the effects 
which have and muft continue to refult 
from it are of the nobleft and moft truly 
national kind: A fhovt {ketch of his Lord- 
fhip’s operations, will convince you how 
much an extenfive tract of country is 
obliged to this patriotic nobleman for in- 
troducing a cultivation unknown before, 

Upon turning his attention to agricul- 
ture, his Lordfhip found the hufbandry of 
the Weft Riding of York/hire extremely de- 
ficient in numerous particulars: It was 
difgufting to him to view fo vaft a pro- 
perty, cultivated in fo flovenly a manner; 
eager to fubftitute better methods in the 
‘room of fuch unpleafing as well as unpro- 
fitable ones, he determined to exert himfelf 
with fpirit in the attempt ; and he executed 
the noble fcheme in a manner that does 
honour to his penetration. A very few 
particulars, among many of the common 
practice, will fhew how much this country 
wanted a Rockingham to animate its culti- 
vation. 
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r. Large tracts of land, both grafs and 
arable, yielded but a trifling profit, for 
want of draining. In wet clays, the rufhes 
andother aquatic rubbifh ufurped the place 
of corn and grafs; the feafons of «tilling 
were retarded, and even deftroyed; and 
thofe paftures which ought to have fed an 
ox, {carcely maintained a fheep. 

2. The paftures and meadows of this 
country were univerfally laid down in ridge 
and furrow, a practice highly deftructive 
of profit, and deteftable to the eye; and 
the manner of laying down fuch lands, was 
as miferable as their product denoted po- 
verty ; for after many years ploughing of 
numerous crops but infufficient fallows, 
when the foil was fo exhaufted as to difap- 
point the expectation of corn, a parcel of 
rubbifh called hay-feeds was {cattered over 
the furface, and the field left to time for 
improvement. A villainous cuftom, and too 
much practifed in all parts of the kingdom. 

3. The culture of turnips was become 
common, but in fuch a method that their 
introduction was undoubtedly a real mif- 
chief; «wz. without hoeing, fo that the 
year of fallow, inthe general management, ~ 
was the moft capital year of flovenlinefs 
and bad hufbandry. 

4. The 
3 
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A. The implements ufed in agriculture 
through this tract were infufficient for a. 
vigorous culture, and confequently the 
hufbandman fuftained a conftant lofs. ~ 

Thefe circumftances, among others, fhew 
how much the hufbandry of this country 
wanted improvement. Let us, inthe next 
place, examine the means taken by his 
Lordthip to command that moft beneficial 
‘-purpofe. He conducted himfelf from the 
beginning, upon the foundeft of all prin- 
ciples, that of praétifing himfeif thofe me- 
thods which reafon told him were the beft; 
—well convinced that argument and per- 
fuafion would have little effect with the 
‘ohn Trot genius’s of farming, he deter- 
mined to fet the example of good hufban- 
dry; as the only probable means of being 
fuceefsful. | 

In the purfuit of this end his Lordfhin’s 
conduct was judicious and fpirited. He 
has upwards of 2000 acres,of land in 
his hands; and began their improvement - 
with draining fuch as were wet, rightly 
confidering this part of hufbandry as the 
fine qua non of all others. Fis method 
was the moft perfect that experience has 
hitherto brought to light. That of covered 
drains. 
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- "Throughout this extenfive traétof land, 
J found very deep foffées cut, or old ditches 
funk fo deep as to give in every field the 
command of a fufficient defcent. Thefe 
are-kept open. Into them run the covered 
drains which are cut in number propor- 
tioned to the wetnefs of the land, but in 
general at-but a {mall diftance from each 
other. 

Of thefe there are three forts, the leading 
or main ones of two kinds, andthe 
branehes or fecondary ones. The firtt 
fort of main drains’ are two feet wide at 
top and bettom, and four or five feet deep, 
wailed on each fide and covered at top 
with large broad fiones. Plate II. fig. 4. 
‘The expence 6d. a yard running meatlure. 
The fecond are a yard deep, two feet 
‘wide at top, and 10 inches at bottom; the 
ftones ufed in filling them are oblong 
fquares of 8, 9, or 10 inches length, the 
edges of which are refted on the fides of 
the bottom of the drains, and fall on each 
other at their tops, in the manner. repre- 
fented, Plate Il. fig. 5. a.a. a.a. the drain 
6. the tops of the {tones joining; then they 
are filled up with bits of ftone, within 
feven or eight inches of the top; and, 
laftly, the molds thrown over’ all. 
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The branches are three quarters of a 
yard deep, 18 inches wide at top, and: 
nine at bottom; they are then filled up 
in the fame manner as the others. The 
expence of the operation is as follows : 
A cart load of ftones of 40 : 
bufhels will do 7 yards; te " 


getting thele, befides the lead- 3 
ing, 1s 
The leading, | Ody 
Digging the drains, a Wee oe 
Fixing in the ftones, and é 
filling up, ~ nde 
For 7 yards, itis - ee 


or jutt 4.4. a yard. 
The improvement by thefe drains (which 
you will obferve laft for ever) is almoft im- 
mediately manifeft ; the fummer fucceeding 
the firft winter totally eradicates in grafs 
lands all thofe weeds which proceed from 
too much water, and leaves the furface in 
the depth of winter perfectly dry and 
found, infomuch that the fame land which 
before poached with the weight of a man, 
will now bear without damage the tread — 
ofan ox. ‘In arable lands, the effect ts 
equally ftriking, for the corn in winter 
and {pri ing upon land that ufed to be flowed 
xX 4 with 
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with rain, and quite poifoned by it, now 
lies perfectly dry throughout the year, and 
in the tillage of it, a prodigious benefit ac- 
crues. from this excellent practice, for the 
_ drained fields are ready in the {pring for 
the plough, before the others can be 
touched ; it is well known how pernicious 
it 1s to any land to plough or harrow it 
while wet. 

This moft excellent practice his Lord-— 
fhip experienced as he expected, fome years 
before his example was followed by any of 
his tenants. But at laft the inconteftible 
advantages attending it opened their eyes, 
and fome of the moft unprejudiced exe- 
cuted in their farms what they were con- 
winced fucceeded fo greatly in their land- 
lords; andaccordingly I viewed fome fields 
of the tenants that were drained in. this 
way, and in a very effeétual manner. 

Secondly, His Lordfhip’s management 
in laying down and keeping his grafs lands, 
is worthy of univerfal imitation, as a fpirit 
of culture has brought forth a fertility and 
richne{s of pafture beyond any thing I re- 
member to have feen. The method of lay- 
ing down is this: Oats are fown (under 
feeded) upon land that has been exceedingly 
well fallowed for a year and half, by many 
ploughings, 
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ploughings, harrowings, &c. By which 
operations the furface is laid moft com- 
pletely level, fo that not the leaft trace 
of a furrow is to be diftinguifhed ; with 
the corn, 12 |b. of white Dutch clover, and 
eight bufhels of finely drefled hay-feeds are 
‘fown. At harveft the oats are reaped, and 
61b. more of clover-feed fown over the 
ftubble, which is then mown, and raked 
off, and confequently the feed pretty well 
buried in the ground ; a very rich compoft © 
is immediately {pread on the field, and 
well harrowed in, by which means the feed 
is completely covered ; in this manner it is 
“left the firft winter. The crop is next year — 
left until the feeds are ripe enough to {nake 
in the mowing, and making, by which 
means the land gains a frefh {prinkling, 
and the whole furface enfured a total and 
thick covering. 

The fuccefs attending this method 1s fo very 
great, that in feveral large fields I viewed 
the after-grafs was 8 and g inches high, 
foon after clearing a crop of hay of two 
tons per acre, and this the firft year of the 
lay. No one would have known from 
walking over the field that it,was not of 
fome years growth, fo thick and matted 

on 
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on the ground was .the firft year’s produce. 
This grais, in any part of the kingdom, 
would havejlet for 305. am acre, and for 
405.1n moft: Anamprovement you will 
think of a noble kind, when you are told — 
that the rents before this management were 
no morethan 8,and.gs,.and let at.their 
value. Adjoining feveral of thefe new lays, 
fome of the old paftures are.to-be feen yet 
in tenants hands; they are poifoned with 
fuperfluous water, and over-run with every 
{pecies of trampery and weeds, the graf{s of 
a_poor fort,;and:the quantity trifling. In 
lays of three or four years, old, the after- 
grafs,had it been mown, would have yield- 
ed at leaft two ton of hay an.acre. 
It is obfervable upon this plan, that no 
part of it is beyond.the reach of a.com- 
mon farmer; a principal view of his Lord- . 
fhip in ail his hufbandry. Here,are no 
two years fallow, nor any lofs by laying 
without .a crop-of corn; the feeds indeed 
are in large quantities, and amount in total 
price to near, sos. an acre; but then it is 
to be confidered, that the thicknefs of fow- 
ing gives it a»moft excellent crop the very 
firft. year, which in the common manage- 
ment 1s generally. the very contrary ; and 
xe 
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it is inconteftible that his Lordfhip’s me- 
thod pays its own expence in the very firft 
crop. Suppofe the farmer’s feeds coft him 
2os. the excefs on the fide of the better 
‘manner is then, we will fay, 255.; a fum 
in the value of hay that does amount to 
little more than a fifth of the firft year’s 
produce. 

But Lord Rockingham in {carce any thing | 
has acted with greater {pirit, than the im- 
provement of the turnip culture by hoeing; 
for the difguft he felt at feeing the com-_ 
-mon flovenly management of the farmers, 
in refpect to this crop, made him determine 
to introduce the excellent practice of hoeing, 
common in many of the fouthern parts 
of the kingdom. With this view he at- 
tempted to perfuade his tenants to come 
into the method, defcribed to them the 
operation, pointed out its advantages; 
clearly explained to them the great con- 
fequence of increafing the fize of the roots 
in the luxuriance of its growth, and the 
equality of the crops; reminded them of 
the poor crops of {pring corn gained after 
turnips, for want of a better culture ; from 
the dificrence of following a crop of weeds, 
which will not feed cattle, and.confequently. 
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not improve the land; and fucceeding a 
darge produce of valuable roots, which by 
their thick fhade, and the quantity of cattle 
they maintained, enriched the land at the 
fame time that all weeds are deftroyed 
by the hoeing. 

Uncontrovertible as this reafoning, fo 
clearly founded on facts, muft appear to 
the unprejudiced, yet with a fet of men of 
-contracted ideas, ufed toa {tated road, with 
-deviations neither to the right nor left, it 
had very little effect: Turnips continued 
to be fown, but were never hoed. His 
Lordfhip then finding that difcourfe and 
reafoning could not prevail over the obfti- 
-nacy of their underftandings, determined to 
-convince their eyes. He fent into Hert- 
fordfbire for a hufbandman ufed to hoeing 
of turnips, and gave directions for his 
-management of a large crop: This he con- 
tinued feveral years; and by this means, 
by degrees, he introduced the practice, 
which is now (though not univerfal) the 
_ common practice of all the good common 


-farmers. Much does this neighbourhood. 


-owe to fo patriotic a defign, which was 
truly planned with judgment, and executed 
“with fpinit. Much more genuine. fame 
ought 
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ought to attend fuch an action, than the 
gaining a fcore of battles: The fenfelefs 
rabble may praife the military hero; it be- 
longs to the few to venerate the fpirited 
cultivator. , 

In the sradaddetion of new thipternents, 
and the improvement of old ones, his 
Lordfhip was equally attentive: This will 
appear clearly enough from the following 
implements, which are fuch as his Lord- 
fhip has, at different times, either had con- 
ftructed by his own directions, or ordered 
upon the model of other counties: None 
of them are common in Yorajhire; you will 
ealily perceive how much they merit atten- 
tion. The fketches, Plate V. fig. 1. of a 
drill plough are not fuch as I with them; 
but an ingenious workman may, by means 
of the meafures, eonftruct them with to- 
lerable accuracy. 1. 1. The handles. 

2. The hopper, g inches broad, . 
deep, 3 wide at bottom, with a hole 
at the bottom, 22 inches diameter, 
for the feed to fall through into the 
cavities of the roller (16), andthrowna 
by that through a hollow in the taul 
of the plus (a4). 

3. A wheel 2 feet diameter, with an iron 

rim 
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rim faftened to the plough by a 
moveable iron (5), and to the han~ 
dles by a chain (4). It turns. the 
roller (16) within the plough, by an 
iron (zo) jointed in the middle, 
which goes through the hollow of 
it (17), and keeps the wheel a foot 
from the plough. By means of the 
chain (4), the ploughman lifts up 
the wheel, and ftops the feed frora 
fhedding at the headlands. | 


. An iron fcrew two feet long, which 


turns again{t the fpring (1g), let into 
the plough againft the cavities (18) 
of the roller (16), by means of which 
the aperture for the feed to be thrown. 
through is larger or fmaller accord- 
ing to its kind or quantity. 


. The fhare. 
. The beam 7 feet 8 inches long, 5 


inches {quare, one third of the length 
from the handles, and then 3, 


. A chain faftened to the beam by a 


moving hook (22), andto the axletree 
(11), to keep the plough fteady. 
The carriage wheels 3 feet diameter. 
The axletree 2 feet from wheel to 
wheel, 


12. The 
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12. The fhaft to fix the whippletrees on 

for the horfes to draw by. 

13. Achain from the hook (22) to the 

top of the ftandards (15). 
14+ A ditto from the beam to the chain 
(9). 

ig. The ftandards of carriage 20 Des 

high, and 15 broad. 
16. The iron roller before-mentioned 4 
inches long, and 2 diameter, contains 
8 cavities, 12. inch long, and 2 broad, 
for beans and peafe, and 10 for 
wheat. This is drawn qn a larger 
{cale for greater accuracy. 

19. The fpring 4 inches and half long, 
and one and half broad. 
The coft complete, :.2./...3-s. 

This plough is an excellent one, for its 
fimplicity and ftrength are fuch that it is | 
never out of order; will bear the rough 
ufage of country hands, and perform its 
work even in the ftrongeft of foils: Many 
have been invented with more powers, but 
then the complex mechanifm is fuch as 
renders them little better than gimcracks. 
It is excellent for wheat, or any larger 
grain, and never grinds the corn, Plate 
V. fy. 2. A turnwrift plough, 

1. The beam g feet long. 
2. The 
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2. The handles, 4 feet. 

3. The fhare, 18 inches long, arid . 
broad. 

. The coulter, 3 feet long. 

. Along circular iron which is faftened 
to the beam at the joint 9, and to 
the carriage by the chain 8, to keep 
the plough fteady. 

6. A moveable ftick to faften the coul- 

ter either to the right or left. 

7. 7. Two holes in which the trons (10. — 
10.) of the mould board, fig. are 
ftuck, to faften it on. 

The carriage is the fame as the drill- 
plough, only the axletree fhorter, like a 
common wheel plough. The price com- 
pleat 1s three guineas. 

I remarked this plough in its work, and 
it performed with four horfes excellently, 
cut ten inches deep, the furrow level and 
true; the mould-board is fhifted from the 
ene fide to the other in an inftant, only 
running the iron points into the holes, and 
giving it a knock with the moveable ftaff 
(6). This invention is of great ufe, for 
when the mould-board is fixed, the land 
mutt be ploughed different ways; to the 
right and to the left, with a furrow left in | 

the » 
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the middle of the ground at finifhing ; 
 elfe the ploughman muft begin inthe middle 
and arch up; whereas the fhifting-board 
enables him to throw his land all one way, 
at the fame time that it has all the powers 
of the fixed one. 
une V. Fig. 3. A hor fe-hoe. 

. The beam 5 feet 8 inches long, 4 in 

breadth by 3 2 thick. 

2. The handles 18 inches to the join- 
ing; from thence 2 feet 2 mnebes to 
the beam. 

3. A wooden coulter, 2 feet 5 inches 
long, on a wheel. 

4. The front fhare all of iron, which 
works before the middle of the other 
two, tg inches long. 

5. The double fhare, 

_6. The chain to the eibippletee (7); 

8. The double fhare, afront view. 

From a to b, 8 inches 


c tord, 3 

d't0} ¢.. 94 byie 

Srienos: be ditto. 
gto he. 4 


The iron fens 2 inches broad, and 2 of 
an inch thick. 

g. Another double fhare to ufe in the 

fame beam, for different diftanced rows. 

Yor I. Y From 
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From a ‘to b. 8 * inches 
c to d. 14. 
c £0 ¢. cede Oe FP se 
e to f. | 
eorf tog. 7 


The price compleat, 1/. 75. 

This is an excellent horfe-hoe, cuts the 
ground with great truth of what depth is 
chofe, and well calculated for eradicating - 
=the weeds; by means. of changing the 
fhares, ibid is done in a minute, it fuits 
different fpaces. 

Plate V. Fig. 4. Another horfe-hoe. 

a The beam, 5 feet 6 inches long, and 

3 2 by 3 {quare. 

b. The handles, 3 feet 8 mene long. 

é. ‘Fhe thare: 

d. The coulter and shed 2 feet lone s 

the wheel 9 inches diameter. 

e. The fhare in large. 

From’1 ‘to 2. 17 “nchesé 
neice Te * taitto. 
3.204: LP: 

The tron ftandard 2 broad. 

—f. The fame fhare, with the addition of 
a curved plate, for a mould-board, 
From, Ito 2," v6" aches, 

2%0 3, 7° ditto. 
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It fixes on by putting the ftandard - 
through a hole init, and the little wings g. 
keep it fteady on the fides. 

The price compleat, 12:5. 

This machine is well calculated for nar- | 
row rows; does its work with great exact~ 
nefs; nothing can be more ufeful for horfe- 
hoeing rows of lucerne, burnet, potatoes, 
Fc. and the contrivance of the moveable 
‘mould iron for earthing up the rows, faves 
the expence of a compleat implement for 
that purpofe. 

Plate VI. Fig. 1. A fpiky roller. 

1. The roller 5 feet 10 inches long, and 
13 inches diameter; the fpikes 3 # 
inches long, and 2 or 3 from {pike 
to fpike. 

2. The fhafts, 11 feet long. tat 

But thefe inftances of ipirited manage- 
ment, great as they certainly are, by no 
means are the only ones to be produced of 
this Nobleman’s attention to the improve- 
ment of hufbandry ; as a proof of this, I 
fhall next mention to you a new and moft 
judicious thought, which is executed with 
uncommon fpirit. This is the eftablifh- 
ment of two farms, managed, one in the 
Kentifb, and the other in the Hertford/bire 

X%2 method. 
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method. Thofe counties have the repu- 
tation of a very accurate cultivation; his 
Lordfhip therefore determined to fix a far- 
mer from each on a diftinG farm, to ma- 
nage it in the beft manner they had been 
ufed to; a moft excellent plan, ‘as it gave 
rife to a beneficial emulation, which could 
not fail of being productive of the beft 
confequences. Both are fenfible and un- 
derftanding men. I viewed their lands with 
attention, and found their hufbandry to 
be as follows: 

The foil of the Kenti/b farm is in general 
a rich deep black loam; in fome fields 
light and excellent for turnips, and in 
others heavy, being nearly allied to clay. 
The grand principle upon which it is cul- 
tivated, is never to fallow the land; but, by 
means of turnips and drilled beans and 
_ peafe, to keep it perfectly clean from 
weeds, and in good heart for crops of 
corn. For this purpofe, the fields are 
thrown into the cpsigial excellent courfe : 

1. Beans 

Wheat 
Peate 
Wheat 
Turnips or cabbages 


wp wb + 


6. Barley 
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6. Barley 
7. Clover 
8, Wheat 
An ameliorating fallow crop here inter- 
venes between every two of corn, or the ex- 
haufting ones ; and when fuch a courfe is 
conducted with fpirit, moft certainly none 
can exceed it. 3 
For beans he ploughs twice, fows them 
in equally diftant drills, 20 inches afunder, 
with a plough marked Plate V. Fig. 1. 
among the preceding inftruments ; 3 bufhels 
of feed per acre : He horfe-hoes them with a 
machine Plate V. Fig. 4. which anfwers 
extremely well in loofening the foil and 
cutting the weeds. This operation he repeats 
from three to feven times, according to the 
quantity of weeds, but always fo as to keep 
the ground perfectly free from them; be- 
fides this, he hand-hoes the rows once 
with a {mall hoe, which clears away all 
the weeds that grow there. By means of 
this treatment, the land is in excellent or- 
der for wheat, after the crop of beans is 
off, which is very feldom lefs than 5 quar- 
ters per acre. 
Peafe he manages in the fame manner, 
drills 3 bufhels and an half, but they only 
¥3 require 
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require the horfe-hoeing; the crop upon 

an average is 4 quarters per acre. | 
The tillage for the wheat is varied ac- 
cording to the cleannefs of the land; if 
frequent fhowers have brought up many 
weeds after the laft horfe-hoeing, it 1s 
ploughed three times; if it 1s quite clean, 
enly one ploughing and an half fuffice. 
The wheat is fown broad-caft, 10 pecks. 
to the acre, and the medium crop four 
quarters., For turnips he ploughs four or 
five times, and hand-hoes them carefully 
twice, by which management he raifes in- 
finitely finer crops than any common ones 
in York/hire. Aiter thefe roots the land is 
ploughed but once for barley; four bufhels » 
per acre fown, and five quarters gained at 
a medium in return, When oats are 
thrown in, they receive three ploughings ; _ 
four bufhels fown per acre, and four quar- 
ters reaped, Clover he fows with both 
wheat and barley; if the latter, in the 
common way, but when with wheat, his 
management is ‘excellent, If the weather. 
is dry enough, he fows 16/4. per acre in 
the middle of March, and then harrows 
the wheat thoroughly, and rolls it; and fo 
far is it from-being of any damage to the 
wheat, 
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wheat, that it evidently forwards its 
growth. 

Cabbages, his Lordfhip ordered him to 
eultivate according to the beft principles 
of his method of hufbandry, and accord. | 
ingly he has planted feveral acres. He 
fows the feed the latter-end of February, 
and if they run too faft, pricks them out. 
once before the tranfplantation, which is 
about the middle of une, in rows. three feet 
afunder, and three feet from plant to plant 
in the rows. If dry weather comes, they 
require watering. In three weeks after 
planting he horfe-hoes them with Plate V. 
Fig. 3. after which he hand-hoes around the 
plants; and thefe operations he repeats ac- 
cording to the weeds that rife; generally 
from three to five horfe-hoeings. The 
value he reckons at 3d. each to feed any 
fort of cattle with; ufes them chiefly for 
the fatting of oxen, for which purpofe they 
anf{wer exceedingly well; but I fhould ap- 
prehend them ofa greater value than that, 
efpecially as his foilis rich and deep. Either 
beans or barley come after them, accord- 
_ ing to the time they are off the land. 

Of potatoes he raifes large crops; his 
method is to plant them in the beginning 
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of March, in rows two feet afunder, and 
nine inches in the rows; he {lices them, 
which is not generally done in York- 
fhire. The land for them is dunged 
with long yard dung, 32 loads per acre, 
and then ploughed in pretty deep, and 
the fetts dibbled in by a line: therows he 
hand-hoes, and horfe-hoes the intervals 
according to the rifing of the weeds. I 
remarked that his crop was very free from 
them, dnd of a vigorous growth. 

Befides thefe numerous articles, his 
Lordfhip has directed him to undertake 
the culture of hops according to the prac- 
tice of Kent, and in his farm a field 4s 
planted with them. They are fet in hil- 
locks fix feet fix inches fquare; planted 
the latter-end of ‘fanuary: there was a 
crop of cabbages among them; he fays it 
is a common practice in Kent to have 
rows of cabbages or beans, or to fow tur- 
nips among them the firft year, but the 
method muft be prejudicial to the hops; 
for the nourifhment which ought to be 
preferved for them, is carried off the land, 
and a probability of ftocking it with cater- 
pillars, grubs and other vermin, which 
may damage the young hops. He poles 


and 
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and gathers the fecond year, and as he 
has great hope from the goodnefs of his 
foil, he expects eight or nine hundred 
weight of hops per acre per annum. 

His management of his manure is much 
better than is common in York/bire; he 
carries it out of the farm-yard, lays it 
under the hedges, and then digs up all the 
hillocks and rifing irregular banks of earth, 
and mixes them well with the dung. This 
practice, which is common in Effex, 1s un- 
known among the common farmers in 
York/bire 3 of this compoft he lays 50 loads 
(18 bufhels) per acre. His method of ufing 
lime is to mix it in the fame manner with 
earth, one chaldron of lime to thirty loads 
of earth, 

His way of feeding his horfes is alfo 
uncommon among the York/ire farmers ; 
it is to keep them all the fummer in the 
{tables, and feed them with clover frefh 
mown every day, He begins it the latter 
end of May, and continues it till the middle 
of September ; during which time 2 4 acres 
of good clover will maintain fix horfes, but 
they have fome chaff and hay with it. This 
is an excellent cuftom ; makes a plenty of 
manure ; the clover goes infinitely further 

than 
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than if fed in the field, and the horfes are 
kept in better heart (regularly worked) 
than in the common way ; his team of fix 
were fat, and in good order. His allow- 
ance in winter is a bufhel of oats anda 
peck of beans per horfe per week. He ufes 
three or four in a plough with a driver, 
and does an acre a day. 

The plough he ufesin common 1s the Ken- 
tifhturnwriftone, Plate V. Fig. 2. of anexcel- 
lent conftruction, cuts very deep, and goes 
extremely fteady; infomuch, that I faw him 
let go his hold from it while at work, and. 
the plough continued {feveral yards in its 
proper direction without guidance. He 
has 60 acres of arable land to fix horfes. 
Having thus gone through the ceconomy 
of the Kenti/h farm, I fhall next give you 
an account of the Hertford/bire one. 

The foil is different; in fome fields a 
ftrong clay, and in others a good hazel 
loam, that is excellent for turnips and bar- 
ley. His courfes of crops are, 

. Turnips 
Barley 

» Clover 
. Wheat 
» Oats 
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This laft crop of oats ought never to be 

fuffered. 
1. Fallow 
2. Wheat 
3. Oats 
And 1. Fallow 
2. Wheat 
3. Beans © 
4. Wheat 

The beans in the laft courfe ought either 
to be thoroughly horfe and hand-hoed, 
or not fucceeded by wheat; for no land > 
can throw out three good crops upon the 
credit of one fallow, unlefs fome of them 
are fallow crops. 

He ploughs three or four times for. 
wheat, fows 10 pecks, and reaps at a me- 
dium 18 bufhels. For barley, after tur- 
nips, he gives but one earth, but if on a 
fallow, three or four; fows four buthels, — 
and gains at an average four quarters. 
For oats he ftirs but once, fows five 
_ buthels, and reckons five quarters his mean 
produce. The tillage he gives his beans 
confifts only in one earth, which, confi- 
dering them as a preparation for wheat, is 
by no means good hufbandry. He fows 
four bufhels bread-caft, does not hoe 
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them, and reaps at a medium about 21 
quarters per acre. Sometimes he drills them 
by hand after the plough in rows 10 inches 
afunder, in which method two bufhels and 
a half of feed he finds fufficient; generally 
hand-hoes them but once, fometimes twice, 
and earths them up with the hoe when a 
foot high; in this manner he gets four 
quarters per acre. Peafe he manages the 
fame as beans; 1n the broad-caft way he 
fows four bufhels, and reaps two quarters 
and an half ; inthe drilling method fows 2 3 
buthels; the crop the fame. For turnips 
he ploughs three times, hoes them twice, 
and reckons the value at an average about 
36s. per acre. Sometimes he feeds them 
off the land with fheep, but when it is in- 
clinable to wetnefs hedraws them for beatts, 

{cattering them over a grafs clofe. Clover 
he cultivates in the fame manner as the 
Kentifh farmer; mows it twice for hay, of 
which he gets at a medium three tons per 
acre, aridvalues att a¢...a ston..1.Cabs 
bages he likewife cultivates, fows the feed 
the end of February or the beginning of 
March; pricks them out once before they 
are planted in the field, which 1s about 
Midjunmer; He makes the rows 3 feet 
; afunder, 
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afunder, and fets the plants 3 feet from 
each other. In three weeks after planting 
he hand-hoes them, and once more when > 
the weeds rife: His crop this year is a very 
fine one. The fort ufed both by him and 
the Kentifh farmer, is the large Scotch cab- 
bage. 

His yard dung he fometimes mixes with 
hedge earth, but oftener lays it on without; 
he never fows turnips without dunging, 
and of the vaft confequence of manure for 
that root, he this year hasa ftriking proof ; 
for not having a fufficiency to cover the 
whole field, about a rood was left unma- 
nured; the ploughings. over the whole 
were the fame, and fown at the fame time; 
the field in general i is a very fine crop; but . 
juft that rood is fcarcely worth leaving on 
the ground: A pregnant inftance of the 
confequence of manuring. 

His tillage he performs with horfes, four 
to 80 acres of arable land, ules two or 
three in a plough, according to the foil, 
and ftirs an acre a day. He fometimes in 
his drilling practice has opened the fur- 
rows with the inftrument, Plate VI. Fig. 2. 
which is a good contrivance enough, and 
would do very well in fome of the opera- 
tions of horfe-hoeing. 
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1. The beam five feet long, and three 
inches fquare. _ 

2. The handles, four feet fix inches 
long. | 
3. The fhare, which lets into a groove 
cut in the bottom of the beam, and is faf- 
tened by the iron (4). 

5. Vhe thare at large. 

from ato b 16 inches. 
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In defcribing his Lordfhip’s method of 
laying down land to grafs, 1 mentioned his 
manuring with a rich compoft; the ma- 
nagement of the compofts at Wentworth, 
and the experiments Lord Rockingham has 
miade on manures, are too curious to be 
overlooked. 

The compofts are formed of all forts of 
manures, particularly farm yard dung, and 
manures purchafed at the neighbouring 
towns; fuch as foap-boiler’s afhes, coal 
athes, horn fhavings, curriers {havings, &c. 
Se. Fc. And fometimes mole-hills, turf, 
and lime are added, layers of thefe are form- 
ed one on another, and after remaining a 
few months are turned over; then the heap 

remains 
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remains fome time longer, after which it | 
is mixed again, and fo repeated until the 
fubftances are thoroughly rotted ; which 
with fome takes no trifling time and pains, 
particularly horn fhavings; one compoft 
of which manure mixed with dung, I 
obferved, was in fo complete a ftate of 
corruption, that it cut hke butter, and 
‘muft undoubtedly be the richeft manure in 
the world; it had been turned over many 
times, that it might all be equally rotten. 
Many of thefe compofts, I remarked in dif- 
ferent fields, of various ages, fucceflively 
preparing for the land, that every acre 
might receive its fhare, and all be manured 
in three or four years. A management, 
than which nothing can be more complete. 

Many other manures have been tried by 
his Lordfhip in the experimental ftile. Clay 
he burnt, in hopes of gaining rich afhes, 
‘but it was reduced only to large hard 
pieces, and to glafs. 

It was a common notion, that rabbit- 
dung was of no benefit tothe land, and the 
opinion of a neighbouring warrener, upon 
which his Lordfhip agreed with him for 
{weeping his warrenevery year. By this means 
he got a large quantity, which coft him no 

more 
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more than 4s. 6d. a load: He tried it 
with pigeons dung; in a very fair com- 
parifon: On a grafs field he laid ftripes 
of each, firft an acre covered with rabbits: 
dung two loads, than an acre with the 
fame quantity of pigeon’s dung at a 
suinea a load; then rabbits, and next 
pigeons again, and fo through the field, 
which was a very fair trial. The rabbits: 
dung turned out much the beft, and lafted 
the longeft. 

Thirty years ago, a fquare piece of saa 
at Wentworth, almoft furrounded by other 
pafture, was manured very well with falt; 
Lord Rockingham has remarked, that the 
part manured has flourifhed much better 
than the other, to this day, no manure has 
been fince laid on either piece. 

Another point of management of grafs, 
tried here with great accuracy, is the feed- 
ing of the eddifh clean. It has been af- 
ferted by many, that it 1s moft advanta- 
geous to leave much of it on the ground 
to keep the young fhoots warm in the 
fpring, and to rot as'a manure; this his 
Lordfhip has tried on one field, and in 
adjoining ones has fed it off quite bare with 
Scotch beafts; the fucceeding year the crop 

has 
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has regularly been the better after the parts 
fed. Which refult has fince induced him 
always to. buy in a large drove of cattle to 
feed through the winter, well convinced, 
that one great benefit of improving lands 
is the keeping a proportionable ftock of 
cattle; which increafes with increafing im- 
provement ; and moft certainly, the more 
cattle the land maintains, the better they 
will make it: A much clearer pofition than 
the idea of letting its product rot for ma- 

nure. | | 
An experiment alfo made on clover de-_ 
ferves great attention: It has been often 
afferted, that the beft time of the year for 
fowing this as well as other grafs feeds is in 
autumn, without corn; his lordfhip tried 
it three times, and once failing, he con- 
tinued the fame field fallow another year 
for it, fo that it was a fecond time fown 
on a fallow of two years; but, notwith- 
ftanding fo great an advantage, the crop 
was in no degree equal to others, with corn 
on one year’s fallow, a difference immente, 
and fufficient rationally to prevent any 
farmer from altering his prefent profitable 
cuftom, for one foevident!y unfavourable. 
I cannot take my leave of thefe purfuits, 
Vou. I, Z {9 
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fo truly worthy of a Briti/h nobleman—of 
a philofopher—and of a man, without re- 
marking how greatly the example calls for 
imitation. Thofe who have declined the 
employments and amufements of agricul- 
ture under the falfe idea of their being 
mean and unworthy of great riches and 
high rank, fhould, if reflection is infuf- 
ficient to undeceive them, confider the ex- 
ample I have in thefe pages endeavoured 
to {ketch ; will they find the character of a 
{tatefman and a patriot, fullied by the ad- 
dition of that of a farmer? 

The following account of the ftate of 
agriculture in the country for feveral miles 
around Weutwortb- -FHoufe, 1 owe to the 
very obliging attention of the Marquis of 
Rockingham himfelf. The moft valuable of 
thefe particulars came from his Lordthip, 
and thofe of which he was doubtful were 
fupplied by feveral of his tenants, who were 
fent for on purpofe: A ftriking proof not 
only of his Lord{hip’s knowledge, but like- 
wife of his love of agriculture, and great 
readinefs to forward any attempts liege 
have the leat appearance of being i lervice- 
able to the public. 

The two general divifions of the foil, 

{mall 
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fmall tracts excepted, are into clay and 
loam ; the former is ftrong and rich, but 
wet; the latter light enough for turnips, 
and rich enough for wheat, which I have 
often remarked, is the criterion of excellent 
Jand ; the general average rent is about 8s. 
an acre. The farms are all fmall, mfing 
in general from 20/ to 6o0/. a year.— 
The courfes of crops are chiefly thefe. On 
the pent loams, 
1. Turnips 
2. Barley 
3. Clover one year 
4. Wheat 
5. Barley 
On the clays, 
1. Fallow 
2. Wheat 
3. Beans 
4. Wheat. 
And 3. Fallow 
2. Barley 
ze Clover 
4. Wheat 
For wheat on a fallow, they plough four 
or five times, fow nine pecks and an half, 
and reap, at an averege, three quarters on 
clay land, and three quarters fix buthels 
on their loams, 
Sey an But 


[ 340 J 
But one earth for wheat, on clover Jand. 
A fallow for barley confifts of four ftir- 
rings on clay; but on turnip land they 
plough and fow. Three bufhels of feed 
ufed; and the average crop on all land 
about five quarters. For oats they plough 
but once, fow four bufhels, and, gain at a 
medium, in'return, about four quarters 
and an half, but on frefh land, fix or feven 
quarters. They give but one ftirring for 
beans, fow four bufhels and an half broad- 
caft, never hoe them ; the crop about 18 
bufhels. But Mr. Payne of Warth, in this 
neighbourhood, cultivates them in a much 
completer manner, He gives three plough- 
ings for them befides harrowings and rol- 
lings,until it is made perfectly fine: He then 
inthe beginning of March drills in the beans 
with his Lordfhip’s drill-plough, defcribed 
above, in rows14or 15 inches afunder. He 
horfe hoes them four times, befides hand- 
hoeings, and hand-weedings of the rows, 
and. from 10 pecks of feed generally reaps 
30 bufhels. This 1s an imitation of the — 
Kentifb hufbandry, introduced by his Lord-— 
fhip. 
Peafe are not a common crop, but when 
fown they plough for them bat once; fow 
three 
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three bufhels and an half, ufe the common 
rouncival, and get 24 bufhels an acre, at 
an average. For rye, they plough four — 
or five times, fow nine pecks, and gain in 
return 24 bufhels. Their culture of tur- 
nips is from four to fix earths; hoeing, 
through the attention and example of the 
Marquis of Rockingham, is coming into 
practice, infomuch that many farmers now 
hoe their crops, who formerly had {carce 
any notion of it. Perhaps a quarter or a 
third of the crops are now hoed: They 
reckoned the medium value of crops not 
hoed at 20s, an acre, and of thofe that are 
hoed, at 40s. a moft ftriking proof of the 
excellency of the practice: They ufe them 
both for fheep and beafts, generally draw 
them, and feed on paftures ; fometimes in 
fheds, and reckon that a middling acre of 
hoed turnips will fat two beafts, of 50 
ftone each; that is finifh their fatting, if 
half fat by grafs. They give both hay and 
{traw with them. Of rape they fow very 
little ; generally on frefh land, and feed it 

off with theep, fowing wheat after it. 
Clover they fow with barley, chiefly for 
mowing ; they cut it twice, and get three 
tons of hay at the two mowings: They 
Ze 3 find 
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find no crop whatever to anfwer better, 
but fome land begins to grow tired of it, the 
culture having been common thele 40 _ 
years. The wheat they find better after 
that which is mown, than that which is 
fed. 

The management of their manure chiefly 
confifts in the foddering their farm-yards 
with the ftraw of the crop; the excellent 
_cuftom of cutting ftubble for that purpofe 
is almoft unknown among them: In the 
fpring they lead the dung on to a hill, fome 
few, in imitation of his Lordfhip, turn it 
over, but it is not common; they lay it 
upon turnip land, and wheat fallow. 
Lime is much ufed on turnips and wheat 
fallows. They lay a chalder an acre, which 
cofts them 7s, befides the leading, all to- 
gether 125. by the time it 1s on the land: 
Tocarry a chalder 12 miles they reckon 
worth 205. 

Pigeon dung they lay on all forts of 
land, a chaldron fer acre, which they value 
at 30s. Inthe neighbourhood of Sheffield, 
bones are avery common manure; they 
Jay a chaldron per acre on grafs, and find 
them excellent. 

Some malt-duft " Soa of which they 
lay a chaldren per a 


Soap 
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Soap afhes are a favourite manure for 
grafs lands, and fome are laid on a fallow 
for turnips, three chaldrons per acre at 8 5. 
per chaldron; they are reckoned to laft 
three or four years. } 

Coal-afhes they lkewife lay on their 
grafs lands, five or fix chaldron fer acre ; 
coft 15. 6d. per chaldron. 

Rape-duft they generally ufe with lime, 
but not mixed ; five quarters of lime and 15 
bufhels of rape duff to an acre. It is an 
excellent manure, but declining in ufe, on 
account of the high price, being got up to 
135. a quarter. Soot they get for 4d. a 
bufhel, lay it on grafs and barley, a chal- 
dron to the acre; it lafts one or two crops. 

The grafs lands in this neighbourhood 
are applied rather more to the breeding of | 
{tock than either to dairying or fatting: 
They have fearce any notion of a good 
dairy for the profit of butter and cheefe. 
Indeed, as the prices of lean ftock have been 
of late, indifferent grafs, like theirs, unim- 
proved, may probably pay beft in rearing 
young cattle. They allot two acres to the 
- fatting of a beaft of 50 ftone, or to the 
keeping a cow: A good one gives, in the 
height of the feafon, three gallons of milk 


hd per 
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per day, and yields product by the year about 
4/. The profit of keeping a beatft of 50 ftone 


a year, and fatting him, does not exceed 4/. 


They keep very few hogs in proportion to 
their cows; a dairy of fix does not main- 
tain aboveethree or four pigs. The winter 
food of their cows when milked confifts of 
nothing but hay. In the rearing their 
calves, they let them fuck only two or 
three days, after which they give them 
new, and then fkim milk: But for the 
_ butchers, they let them fuck four or five 
weeks, In the wintering a cow, they reckon 
fhe eats, between Martinmas and May-day, 
two tons and an half of hay. The price of 
joifting a cow in winter at ftraw is 6d. or 
8d. a week, and to keep them from May- 
day to Michaelmas 305. for the keeping a 
fatting beaft 5s. lefs than for acow. 

As to fheep, the whole country has no- 
thing that deferves the name of a flock; the 
number kept by the farmers rifing only 
from io to 30, and yet the profit they 
make on them is by no means trifling ; 
they reckon 8/, or gf a fcore, their gain 
by keeping them a year. The joifting price 
iS 3d. a week in winter; but any farmer 
would readily give 6d. a week through the 

| month 
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month of ri]; five fheep give about a 
{tone of wool. 
~ Refpecting the tillage of this frelitatitic: ! 
hood ; they reckon fix horfes neceflary for 
the Batiste of 60 acres of arable land; in 
ploughing, at ftrong work, they ufe four 
at length, but afterwards only two a-breaft; 
and do three rood or an acre aday. Their 
allowance of corn confifts only of half a 
peck of oats each horfe per day in feed- 
time: The price of joifting from May-day 
to Michaelmas is 35s. and they reckon their 
teams to coft them yearly, upon the whole, 
(fhoeing included) 7 /. 105. ahorfe. Their 
oxen they winter in common upon ftraw, 
but, when they work, upon hay: Horfes 
for tillage, they reckon bett. 

The price per acre for ploughing is 5s. 

They reckon 15o0/, abfolutely neceflary 
for a farmer who hires 40 acres at 2o/, 
a year, about half arable and half grafs ; 
but if it is well ftocked, 170 /. will be re- 
quifite: Which fum they divide as fol- 
lows, 
Three horfes, L430: 05:0 
Two cows, - 18:00 
A fow, = = pane Sh a3 | 
50 ¢@ @ 
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Breught over, { 50 oO © 


Harnefs, at Vomaieg e.0do | 
Acart, + - 8 00 
A plough, - I 10 0 
A pair of harrows, 110 0 


Sundry fmall arti- 

cles, {pades, thovels, f 10 Oo 
fereen, ropes, Ge. 
Dairy utenfils, - 1100 


oO 


| ere. 25 10 0 
Farniture, Fs 20 00 
Seed, ~ ~ 7; foo 
Rent, * 20 00 
Tythe and rates, 4 gue 
O 


Houle keeping, &e. 40 © 0 
3 ees «6 QA CTO CO 
170 00 
Land fells in general from 30 to 40 
years purchafe. The employment of the 
poor women and children is chiefly among 
the farmers, but many fpin worfted: All 
drink tea. 
The general ceconomy of the farms will 
be feen from the following {ketches. 
1890 Acres in all 
60 Ditto arable 
- 420 Grafs 
f.%o Rent 
7 Horles 
6 Cows 
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2 Beatts 
6 Young cattle 
2 Servants 
1 Labourer 
Of another, 
145 Acres in all 
70 Arable 
75 Grafs 
f£. 60 Rent | 
7 Hortles 
2 Oxen 
8 Cows 
4 Beatts 
6 Young cattle 
18 Sheep 
3 Servants 
1 Labourer 
Another, 
8o Acres in all 
_ 40 Arable 
40 Grafs 
te a 
6 Horfes 
3, Cows 
4 Young cattle 
10 Sheep 
2 Servants 
1 Labourer 
Another, 
60 Acres in all 
30 Grafs 30 Arable 
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30 Arable 
£- 30 Rent 
5 Horfes 
4. Cows 
4 Young cattle 
60 Sheep (a right of com.) 
2 Servants 
Another, 
100 Acres in all 
50 Grafs 
. 50 Arable 
£.40 Rent 
10 Horfes 
8 Cows 
6 Young cattle 
10 Sheep 
2 Servants 
4 Labourer 
Another, | 
70 -Acres in all 
- 40 Arable 
30 Grafs 
£25 Rent 
~~ -6 Horfes 
- 4 Cows 
- 34 Sheep 
@ 2 Servants 
‘Another, 
* $0 Acres in all 
35 Arable 
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35 Arable 
15 Grafs 
f. 22 Ment 
5 Horfes 
2 Cows 
x1 Servant 
1 Labourer. 
LABOUR: 
In harveft and hay time, 1s. a day, vic- 
tuals and drink. 
In winter, Is. 
Reaping, per acre, 55. 6d. or 65. 
Mowing corn, 25. 
— grafs, 15. 6d. 
Hoeing turnips, 4s. an acre the firft time, 
and 2s. the fecond. 
Ditching, the reparation 25. and 2s. 6d. 
the acre, of 28 yards. 
Thrafhing wheat, 84. a load of 3 bufhels. | 
barley, 15. 6d. a quarter. 
———-—-—— oats, 8d. ditto. 
Wages of the head man, g /. to ro/. 
— ploughman, 7/. to 8/. . 
——~————. boy of 10 or 12 years, 4/. 
— maid fervants, 2/,to 4/. 
Women a day in harveft, 8d. and 10d. 
with ale twice, {mall beer, and a dinner. d 
— in hay time, 6¢. and beer. 
—_———— in winter, 55. 
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IMPLEMEW: T:§, 
A waggon, 14/. 
A cart, 9). 
A plough, 1/, Ios. 
A harrow, 1/. Ios. 
A ftone roller, 1/. tos. 
A fcythe, 35. gd. 
A fpade, 35. 9. 
Laying a fhare anda coulter, 15s, 
Shoeing ahorfe, 1s. 2d. 
| BUILDING. 
Bricks per 1000, 95. Or IOs. 
Oak-timber, 1s. to 25. 6d. 
Afh, 1s. 2d, 
Carpenter, per day, 15. 4d. andis, 6d, 
Mafon, ditto1s, 4d. and 1s. 6d, 
Stone walling, 3s. 6d. and 45. a rod. 


PROVISIONS. 
Bread, - - 1d. per |b. 


Cheeigp tain? 29 © 

Butter, - - 7 18 ounces. 
Beef,’ 24. g ee 

Mutton, -. 32 

Veal, i622 448 3 

Milk, - - - +a pint. 
Potatoes, - 4 a peck. 
Candles, s-) =. 622 

Soap, - - 6 


Labourers houfe rent, 255. La- 
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Labourers tools, 4s. 
firing, 12s. 

Upon this fyftem of hufbandry, it is ia 
general to be remarked, firft, That’ the 
rent, 8s. per acre, mutt detiainly be a 
rent of favour, not of value, fince the 
difproportion between that and the pro- 
duéts is obvious. The courfes I tur-' 
nips, 2 barley, 3 clover, 4 wheat; and 
1 fallow, 2 barley, 3 clover, 4 wheat, 
cannot be too much commended. But 
1 fallow, 2 wheat, 3 beans, 4 wheat, 
is very bad; and execrably fo, where the 
beans are not hoed: Eighteen bufhels 
per acre of that pulfe from fuch good 
land fpeaks fufficiently the evil of the 
conduct. .Mr. Payne’s imitation difplays 
much better hufbandry; this wretched 
culture of beans, when defigned as a pre- 
paration for wheat, was one caufe of Lord 
Rockingham’s being anxious to fet anex- | 
ample of the Kentifb hufbandry ; fo much 
fuperior to the common method of York- 
feire: Farmers are there flow at imita- 
ting new practices, but the continued {uc- 
cefs, which will undoubtedly attend his 
Lordfhip’s improvements, cannot fail of 

effecting a reformation in time; the con- 
- fequences of it give one peculiar pleafure 
: 7 to 
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to contemplate: For Wentworth is in the 
center of an immenfe tract of many coun- 
ties that never hoed a bean; fo that if the 
improvement {preads, here is field enough. 
Greater crops of beans will be produced, 
and the benefit to thofe of wheat will be 
immentfe. 

The introduction of turnip hoeing (ow- 
ing alfo to the fame noble cultivator) is at 
prefent more generally apparent in its uti- 
lity, than from the number of common | 
farmers who have followed the method: It 
muft undoubtedly become general, for the 
value of hoed turnips ¢o fe//, being double 
that of the unhoed ones, is a circumftance 
that muft operate, and powerfully. 

There 1s fomething both to commend 
and difapprove in their management of 
manures; but their beginning to follow 
the Marquis’s example, in turning over their 
dunghills, prediéts a more perfect conduct. 

Their grafs lands, they manage in a 
very defective hufbandry; the mere riding 
through the country, is fufficient to fee 
this: Their manure is laid on grafs very 
fparingly ; they take fcarce any care in 
cleaning them from trumpery and rubbifh; 
fuch as bufhes, briars, molehills, and even 
thiftles and docks: They have as little no- 

tion 
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tion of keeping old paftures level by_ 


{moothing all inequalities of the furface ; 
and as to the laying arable land down to 
grafs, they do it in the ridge and furrow- 
way, fow a very fcanty meafure of feeds, 
and attend very little to the foil then being 
in good heart. And here I cannot but 
once more remark, the fingular judgment . 
with which Lord Rockingham has pra€tifed 
agriculture. He’ firft took a general and 
comprehenfive view of the common huf- 
bandry of his neighbourhood, and then 
applied his attention peculiarly to thofe 
points in which that common hufbandry 
was moit defective : This was acting like a 
truly fenfible man, and a good patriot. We 
have feen it verified in the inftances of hoe- 
ing turnips, and drilling and horfe-hoeing 
beans; in the management of manure; 
and now find the fame in the general cul- 
ture of grafs lands; in which inftance, Imay 
venture to pronounce his lordfhip’s practice 
{uperior to all improvement: ‘The whole 
huibandry of natural grafs, 1s certainly at 
Wentworth, carried to its ne plus ultra, 
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{ROM Wentworth-Houfe, we took the 
i road to Krvetoz, the feat of his Grace 
the Duke of Leeds. From Rotherham to 
Kiveton the land is of various forts; near 
hat town, as I remarked in another place, 
the rents are exceedingly high; but to- 
wards 4/2ton, the foil grows but indiffe- 
rent, the fandy parts let from 2s. 6d. to 
ss. an acre; and good inclofures at 125, 
About K7veton, rents vary from 15. to 205. 
‘an acre, but run at an average about 8s. 
or gs. fome few farms of 200/ a year 
and upwards, but in general from 20/ to 
Gol, Dace ehoiet this road. Paring and 
burning is a common practice; they cut 
the turf witha paring plough, which ap- 
pears a very good invention. Fig. 3. 
plate VI. gives an idea of its conftruc- 
tion. 
. The beam, fix feet long. “ 

2. The handles, five feet fix inches long. 

g. The fhare, one foot broad, and nine - 
inches long. 
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‘4. The coulter and wheel ro inches dia- 
. arte vere... 

gs. The coulter frame work, which 
fhifts it by means of fliding the frame. 

6. The ear. 

7. Ditto in large, to inches from a. tob. 
and 12 from b. to c. 

8. The coulter franie in large, 13 inches 
from a. to b, and 22 from b. to c. 

At Kzveton, you enter firft the hall, 
50 feet by 30, painted by Sir Fumes Thorn- 
hill, Around it are feveral antique ftatues, 
fome of which are very finely executed. 
Cupid. 

Lucretia ; the drapery admirably light and 
fine; and the air of the head beau- 
tiful, | 

‘Hercules, 

Venus. 

Paris. 

Diana. Wer’ drapery good, but the folds 
rather too fmail. 

In the anti-room, among other pictures, 
Ave. : 

Holbein. Portrait of the Earl of Worcefer. 

; Lord Cecil. The hands and face 
very fine, 


de BAL, V andyke, 
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Vandyke. Marquis of Montrofe inimitably 

| fine; the features and countenance 
noble, and the attitude eafy and 
elegant. 

King and Queen of. Bohemia. Good. — 

Drawing-room, 24 {quare. 

Bed. chamber. 

Clofet; A mufic-piece by Tztian, The 
drapery pretty. 

Dining-room, 36 by 25. 

Rubens. The four parts of the world. The 

. figures are thofe of Rubens, a pure 
flethy female, but the beafts fur- 
prizingly fine; the panther equal 
to any thing ever painted, and the 
crocedile admirably done. The 

' - groupe vile, | 

Titian. The four Evangelifts; heavy and 
inexprefive, but the diffufion of 
light good, the air of the heads is 

_ fine, and the hands appear to me 
very well executed. 

Paul Veronefe. Marriage of Cana. A ftrange 
groupe; the drapery very bad; nor 
is there any propriety: of action: 
The expreflion is however ftrong. 

Solomon receiving his wifdom. ‘The figure 
of Solomon is that of a fleeping 

clown. 
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clown. The attitude of the Deity 
in the air, and the expreflion of his 
countenance are fine: The colours 
bad. | 

David and Nathan, by the fame matter, but 
unknown. The colours and man- 
ner the fame. 

Reynolds. The late Duchefs of Leeds; a 
moft {weet attitude. and exquifite 
eyes, 

Drawing-room, 25 fquare. 

Vandyke. Earl of Strafford; fine. 

Rubens. Sea goddeffes; the figures, atti- 
BS tudes and colours are not pleafing. 
Ditto. Venus and Cupid. By no means 

agreeable. 

Schalken, Old woman witha candle, The 

3 expreflion of the light ftrong and 
fine. 

Bafan. The creation. 

The landfcapes: Fine. 

Adoration of the fhepherds ; ditto. 
Lucretia and Tarquin; the picture 
of an old hag, pulling a letcher by 
the nofe. ; 

Carlo Marrat. Virgin and child. 

Wife men’s offerings, Figure of the Vir- 
gin, good. } 
| ASy Holbein. 
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Holbein. Erafmus and Sir Thomas More ; 
very fine. 

Offend. A man reading a paper. The 
minute expreffion trong. 

Vandyke. Earl of Derby ; fine. . 

On the right of the hall is the ftair-cafe, 
painted by Le Guere, 32 {quare by 60 high. 

The faloon 54 by 343 here are the fol- 
lowing antiques. 

Nero. .The head and attitude bin fine. 

_ ‘Paris. | 

Venus and Cupid. ‘The head, “and turn of 
the neck exquilite ; ; and the attitude 
elegant. 

Cleopatra. Nothing can be ae than this 
drapery; the turn of the head is 
good, but the attitude wants ex- 

‘ preffion. 

The pictures are, 

Guido, Death of St. Sebafian; fine. The 
colours, naked, and lughts expreflive. 

Titian. Ditto tying to a tree, fine colour- 
ing, but no expreffion, 

The veftibule, 23 fquare. 

Canalletti. Six views of Venice; of a fine 
and blooming buillancy. 

Poujin. Landfcape; fine. The figures ex- 

| cellent, the hills and. trees noble, 

but 
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but the fky appears to be of too 
deep a blue. 
Rubens. His family. 

Ancona. Two views of Rome; the archi- 
tecture fine. 7 
‘Dreffing room, 25 by 21, | 
Titian. Philip the fecond of Spain: Ex- 

ceeding fine; the fame as at Devon- 
foire Houfe. 
Bed-chamber, 23 by 21. 

Clofet. 
Vandyke. King Charles on horfe-back. The 
horfe by Wooton; fine. 

Dreffing-room, 25 by 24. 

Bed-chamber, 25 by 22. 

Clofet. Anun, the drapery excellent: 

A land{cape ; a waterfall, good. 

Bed-chamber, 34 by 24. 

Portrait of the Duke of Florence and Ma- 
chiavel; excellent. 

Drawing-room, 33 by 31. 

Bartolomeo. Armida and Rinaldo. 

Titian, Figure of aman and a woman. 

' Danae and the golden thower, the 
colours are pretty good, but the 
drawing appears to be bad. 

Other pictures not hung in order, are, 

Holbein. Alderman Kina ; very fine. 
ADA « Vandyke, 
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Vandyke. Earl of Strafford, and his fecre~ 
tary. 

Earl of Arundel. 

David with Golial’s head. 

Titian. Wimfelf at mufic. The colours, 
drapery and attitude fine, but the 
diffufion of light quite unnatural. 

Baffan. Wandfcape. 

Titian. Lot and his daughters; vile. 
Portrait of the Duke of Newburgh; very 
fine. | 

From Kiveton to Workfop and Welbeck, 

the foil is chiefly fand; Jets at a low rent, 
of from. 4s.'to. 8 4, any acres, the. lather 
place, the feat of his Grace the Duke of 
Portland, is very well déeferving the atten- 
tion of the curious traveller; in the park 
are feveral noble woods of very antient and 
venerable oaks, of an extraordinary fize ; 
the remains of one are to be feen, yet liv- 
ing, with a paflage cut through it large 
Boss for a coach to drive through; 
and another with feven vatt brancl hes 
growing from one body: Thefe are both 
real curiofities; tho’ by no means equal 
in beauty to many of the other oaks, that 
are not in decay. 

_ A fine winding valley leading from the 

houfe 
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houfe through the woods, whofe bottom | 
was of a boggy nature, his Grace has dug 
out to a proper depth, and floated nai 
water; by which means he has gained 
a moft noble lake, of a great ae and 
breadth, which winds in an eafy, cat bold 
courfe, at the foot of feveral very fine 
woods ; through which, from many points 
of view, the water is feen in a pictu-_ 
re{que manner. At a diftance from the 
houfe, but in fight of it, was built not long 
fince a very elegant, as well as magnificent 
bridge, of three arches; ‘he center one go 
feet fpan, and the Gaur cs 75st 
—cruel to think of! no fooner finifhed 
than undone!—the center arch dropped 
in, having juft exhibited the beauty of the 
defign, to add to the mortification of the 
lofs.—Mr. Mylue the architect, 

The collection of paintings in the houfe 
contains feveral capital pieces highly worth 
attention. The hall of 36 feet by 30, is 
hung round with feveral fam ily portraits 
by the bett matters ; among which thofe 
of Horace, Lord Vere, and Sir Prancis Vere, 
gece to be particularly well done. 

The hbrary 30 by 20. 
Old Frank. Six pieces of architecture with 
figures ; 
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figures; admirably done, the colours 
extremely brilliant, and the finifhing 
excellent. 

A large land{cape with architecture; very 
Ge: but the colours appear rather 
faded. 

Rubens. Venus and Cupid. 

King Charles the Firft on horfeback, the 
‘Pande asthat at K:veton, where the horfe 
is faid to be by Wooton. 

Drawing-room, 27 by 22. In this room 
and the adjoining clofet' are feveral 
very fine bronzes. On the other fide 
of the common hall 1s the Gorbyc hall, 
44 by 30. The doors, door-cafes, 
window-frames, chimney-piece, &c, 
&e. are all Gerhic, and in a very light’ 
ta{te. 

The dining-room, 67 by 25: Among 
other portraits, here are 

William Cavendifh, firft Duke of ees ; 
admirable. : 

Thomas Helles, firtt Earl of Clare ; very fine. 

Thomas Wentworth, firft Earl of Strafford, 
inimitable; the face and hands. fur- 
prizingly painted. 

Blue drawing-room, 34 by 19. 

Guida A Magdalen, eueeetHNg fine. 

Rubens. 
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Rubens. A head; admirable. 

Vandyke. Sir Kenelm Digby ; fine. 

Rubens, Mufic-piece, ditto. 

Salvator Rofa. A land{cape ; a water- fall 
beautiful. Ditto, its companion. 

Holbein. Sir Thomas More, exquilite. 

Carrache. Venus arofe from the bath. 

P. Laura. Four {mall pieces, companions, 
very fine. The fubjeéts, which are 
chiefly rural bufinefs, are treated in a 
manner not ufual with this painter ; 
the defigns are elegant, and the co- 
louring good. 

Albano. Chriffand the woman of Samaria. 

Blue bed-chamber, 30 by 18, and two 
drefiing-rooms adjoining. 

In the attic ftory are feveral pieces, 
which fhould by no means be overlooked. 

In crimfon bed-chamber, the landfcape 
over the chimney, though in a peculiar 
ftile, has merit. 

Two pieces of fruit and flowers, fine. 

In the drefling-room to the crimfon 
damafk bed-chamber, are; 

Bearanpns. A battle; fine. 

Care 9, St. Michael and the Archangel. 

A large battle; very expreffive. 

Several on glafs, prodigioully fine; parti- 
cula uy a Diana, inimitably done. 

In 


| [.. 3¥4e- 4 

In the Gothic clofet, which is very pret- 
tily fitted up in that tafte, are, 

The Defcent from the Crofs, admirable, 
Its companion, very fine. 
A fall Venus on a pedeftal, moft fweetly 

_ delicate. 

A fmall clump of trees, excellent ; but the 
ground is of amber. , 

An old woman’s head, furprizingly dae 
five. 

- Borgognone. Two faall battles, fine. 

Three pieces of flowers, exceedingly well 
done. 

Several of figures, in the ftile of Rising 

Cattle, and two figures, fine. 

Chrifi and woman of Samaria, admirable. 

An old woman with a candle, and other 
figures, well done; the light in the 
ftile of Schalken. 

In the chintz bed-chamber, 

Fair Rofamond, very fine and delicate, but 
no tempting piece. 

In Lady Oxfora’s bed- chamber is a very 
large cabinet, made out of the great oak 
in the park; the veins are very beautiful. 

The great ftable at Welbec is one of the 
fineft in England, 1t was built for a riding- 
houfe by the famous horfemanfhip Duke 

of 
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of Newcafile. It is 130 feet long by 40 
broad, and contains 4o ftalls. 

Relative. to hufbandry, his Grace him- 
felf was fo obliging as to give me fome in- 
formation, which merits great attention. 

The foil of the park and the fields his 
Grace keeps in his own hands, confifts of 
clay and fand. The latter I examined with 
fome attention, and found it of a deep fta- 
ple; and from the fpontaneous growth of 
grafs, &c. I apprehend it’ not to be defi- 
cient in richnefs. Carrots, I am confident, 
would thrive admirably in it, and turn out 
to immenfe profit. One very remarkable 
circumftance relative to it 1s, its being par- 
ticularly fubject to the attack of the’ cock- 
chaffer grub, which in this country is fome- 
times an abfolute plague, from their im- 
menfe numbers: Thefe vermin breed in 
the fandy lands, and eat away all the roots 
of the grafs, corn, &c. Gc. They come 
in their infect {tate in fuch fwarms as to 
darken the fun, and when they light on 
trees, eat off the leaves to perfect naked- 
nefs immediately. When his Grace dug 
away the moory bottom of the valley, in~ 
order to form the lake, fome of the. loofe 
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boggy earth was fpread on this fandy foil, 
by way of an experiment to try its nature ; 
the effect was very remarkable; for the 
land fo'manured has been ever fince per- 
fectly free from thefe vermin, although the 


adjoining parts, not manured, were at-. 


tacked in the ufual manner.~—The farms 
around Welbcc ‘are all fmall, from 20/7. to 
7ol, a year, and Jand lets from 45. to 85. 
an acre. Improvement is greatly wanting 
in this country, for the worft of the fands 
I viewed would, in many parts of the king- 
dom, tet ‘at ro or 125. and if judicioufly 
cultivated, would be well worth 155. to 
any induftrious man. | 

His Grace was fo obliging as to write to 
the Duke of Norfolk, that I might not 


meet avith any difficulty in fecing Work/op, - 


as I had been informed it was not fhewn; 
this procured me a certain admiffion to 
view that edifice, celebrated not only for 
its beauty, but the furprizing expedition 
ufed in raifing it. If finithed upon as large 
a {cale as begun, it would be, I apprehend, 


the largeft houfe in England; for the 


part already done is only a fifth of the 
defign. 


The 
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The front that is finifhed, is 318 feet 
long, and very light and -beautiful; the 


center of it 1s a portico, which makes a. 


{mall projection ; fix very handfome Co- 
rinthian pillars, refting on the ruftics, fup- 
port the tympanum; the whole extremely 
light and elegant. Upon the points of 
the triangle are 3 figures, and a balluftrade 
crowns the building from the tympanum 
to the projecting part at the ends, which 
‘mark the terminations in the fiile of 
wings: Upon thefe are vafes which are in 
a proper tafte, but the double ones at the 
corners have the appearance of being 
crouded. This front, u ipon the whole, is 
undoubtedly very beautiful; there is a 
noble fimplicity in it which muit pleafe 
every eye, without raifing any idea of a 
want of ornamients. — 

The entrance is into a veftible, in front 
of which is the ftair-cafe ; the grand apart- 
_ment to the left and the following Oe to 
the right: Firft, an anti-room 25 feet 
fquare; the chimney- -plece of white marble, 
and handfome; over it a painting in 


frefco, an imitation of a baffo-relievo of 


boys, by Bruin, a Flemifb artift, at prefent 
employed by his Grace to execute feveral 
Be ; Works 
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works in the fame manner; they are in- 
comparably well done, and the deception 
complete. 
-Bed-chamber, 25 fquare; Vulcan boys by 
the fame hand, excellently done. 

Drefling-room, 22 by 25; the chimney- 
piece, eagles in white marble taking a 
twifted fnake, handfome. 

Chintze bed-chamber, 25 fquare; chim- 
ney-piece of black and white marble, very 
elegant; a fruit-piece, fine. 

The grand apartment confifts of, firft, a 
drawing-room, 36 by 30, very elegantly 
furnifhed with crimfon damafk, and mag- 
nificent flabs of Szena marble. Secondly, 
the grand drawing-room, 53 by 30, hung 
with moft beautiful tapeftry of the Gode- 
lines manufactory, which, for colours, and 
an exquifite imitation of nature in feveral 
of the animals, is beyond all praife; the 
colours are amazingly brilliant, and the 
tints of painting in fome parts moft hap- 
pily imitated. The chimney-piece of 
Sena and white marble polifhed, elegant ; 
the pier and chimney-glafies large and 
magnificent. Third, the dining-room, 
42 by 28; here afte two large landicapes, 
brilliant and pleafing : 

ue Cain 
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Cain and Abel; dark, but expreffive. 

Dido and Aineas. | 

The area of ftair-cafe is 37 by 25; it is 
painted in pannels of frefco, in imitation 
of relievos, by the above-mentioned Fle~ 
ming, and moft excellently done; the lights 
and {hades are fo happily tempered, as to 
give the rotundity of nature to the objects, 
and place them almoft in full relief: Many 
ef the defigns have merit, the attitudes 
and expreflion good.—-Over the chimney’ 
in the anti-room is a picture of St. Rocque, 
_ which appears to be fine; the dog admi- 
rable, but the hights unnaturally diffufed. 

A copy of the Transfiguration. 

A dead Chri/f, very fine. 

Not far from the houfe is a pleafure- 
ground, laid out and decorated with 
great tafte: An artificial lake and river is 
made, in which nature is very happily imi- 
tated, and the ground furrounding laid out 
in a very agreeable manner. Near the 
entrance is a Gothic bench, in a fhady 
fequefter’d fpot, looking immediately on a 
creek of the water, overhung with wood; __ 
the fhore broken and rocky: Ata little di- 
{tance the banks fpread themfelves, and 
open a fine bend of the water, furrounded 

Vou. I. Bb with 
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with trees; and at a diftance, in the very 
bofom of a dark wood, the water: winds 
through the arches of a moft elegant 
bridge; the effect as happy as can be con- 
ceived ; for the fun fhining upon the bridge, 
gives ita brilliance which contrafts:admi- 
rably with the brownnefs of the furround- 
ing groves. Plate VII. will give fome idea 
of this little enchanting fcene. ly 

From this delightful view, a walk: sitads 
to the left through the wood, to a lawn, 
at the bottom of which to the right, flows 
the water, which is feen as you move along 
very beautifully; on the left, at the upper — 
part of the opening, is a Tufcan temple, 
properly fituated for viewing a part of the 
lake. Other ferpentine-walks lead from 
hence to different parts of the ground; one 
to the new menagery, and another’ down 
to the bridge, which is in itfelf very ‘light 
and pretty; but the termination of the 
water being feen at no greater diftance than 
four or five yards, is. rather unlucky, be- 
caufe it deftroys the idea of all propriety 
to build a bridge over a. water which: may 
be coafted round in half a fecond; but I 
apprehend it is intended to carry. the water 
further, to remove the conclufion out of 
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fight. After croffing this bridge, you find 
the banks’ rifing ground finely fcattered 
with trees and fhrubs; the effect truly 
beautiful. At a little diftance is a flight 
trickling fall of water in the midft of wood, 
juft fufficient for the neighbourhood of a 
temple, in a fequeftered fpot, where the 
water is heard but not feen. Upon the 
whole, this fhrubbery will amufe any per- 
fon whofe tafte leads them to admire the 
foft touches of nature’s pencil, fcenes of 
the beautiful unmixed with the fublime. 

In agriculture, his Grace’s farm-yard 
will be juftly thought «very well worth 
viewing. It isa quadrangular range of 
buildings, furrounding a {quare of 60 : 
yards: See plate VI. fig. 4. 

a. The houfe, in the back part of which 
her Grace has a room fitted up in the 
Gothic tafte for drinking tea in; it 
opens into the park, 

b. b. Two barns. 

c. An open fhed for ve en to run 

under in bad weather. 

d.d. Stables, hog-f{ties, poultry apart- 

ments, tac. Oe. 

e. A drain for carrying off the water. 

f. A pump and ciftern. 

g. g.g.g. The furrounding wall, again{t 
B Ora which 
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which the above-mentioned offices 
(except the barns and houfe) are 
built in the form of fheds. 

4. The entrance. | 

The whole coft 7o0oo/, But as others 
may be induced, and at a confiderable 
expence, to fimilar undertakings, I fhall 

venture a few obfervations upon this, 
which may in fuch cafes have their ufe. 
The barns (which are not Jarge ones) are 
out of all proportion to the fize of the 
yard ; they ought, for foddering with 
{traw the number of cattle proper for fuch 
a yard, to be fix ,times..as large, and cer- 
tainly fhould be four in number, one on 
each fide, for the convenience of diftribut- 
ing the ftraw as the corn is threfhed. 

The fink for carrying off the water ex- 
haufis the manure of its greateft riches, 
for all the urine runs off with it. Inftead 
of this, the furrounding buildings ought to 
be raifed fo high, as to admit a layer of 
marle, chalk or clay, two feet deep, over the 
whole area, then the foddering; by which 
means the urine would be retained, and 
the mixing the whole together in May, 
would make an admirable compoft ready 
for the land. If it does run off, it fhould 
be into a well, for pumping up. 

A pump 
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_ A pump is a very infufficient method of 
fupplying a large (or indeed any) farm- . 
yard with water: All points of bufinefs, 
and efpecially the care of cattle, that de- 
pend abfolutely upon the memory of fer- 
vants, will undoubtedly be, at times, in 
jeopardy; for which reafon, conveniencies 
fhould be fo contrived, as to render me- 
mory unneceflary. In this cafe, the mouth 
of a pond, or a ftream flowing into a 
very long ciftern, fhould always be taken 
into a farm-yard. I would give treble the 
price to joift my cows in a yard wherein 
the water ran, than in one where it was 
pumped. 

While I was viewing this yard, a wag- 
gon came in, loaded with malt grains for 
the hogs; they were thrown down in the 
cleaneft places for the {wine to feed on 
them. This fhews the great want of fuf- 
ficient conveniencies for the hogs, w/z. fpa- 
cious cifterns to hold fuch food, that when 
plenty, it may be kept again{t times of 
{carcity ;.pipes fhould be laid into fuch° 
cifterns from the dairy and the f{cullery 
fink, and around them fpouts into troughs 
communicating with: all the hogs’ apart- 
ments, for the conveniency of feeding 
them with little trouble, and without 

BP 3 watte ; 
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wate: with diftinét ones for thofe that are 
fatting, that they may always be able to 
help themfelves, and without watte. | 

A yard upon fo large a fcale as this, 
fhould have fheds with racks, mangers 
and ftalls for fatting oxen, with {paces 
for ftacks of hay and ftraw, and back- 
rooms for turnips, carrots, cabbages, &c. 
&c. to be thrown directly into the manger 
thro’ fliding doors, at the head of every ox. 

I purpofe taking fome other opportunity 
of laying before the publick a plan for a 
farm-yard, fo contrived as to obviate thefe 
and. many other objections; as I appre- 
hend, nobility and gentlemen of large for- 
tunes, who are defirous of building thefe 
effices completely, may not always chufe 
to give the time requifite for examining 
the very imperfect plans that are fo often 
laid before them. 

His Grace keeps many hundred acres of 
land in his own hands; the foil chiefly 
fand. He has tried carrots more than 
once, and found them to anfwer incom- 
parably : His method has very juftly 
been to hoe and weed them thoroughly. 
Cabbages he has likewife tried, and with 
great fuccefs; finds that one acre 1s better 
than two of turnips (hoed}, even on fandy 

land, 
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land. Rentsrun from 3 s. to about 7s. 6d. 
Farms in general fmall, from 20/. to roo/. 
Returning towards Doncaffer, in the way 
to Pontefract, the principal objects worthy 
of notice are the experimental agriculture 
of Selwood Hewett, Efq; of Bilbam, and 
“fames Farrar, Elq; of Barnborough Grange, 
to both which gentlemen I was introdu- 
ced by the obliging attention of the Mar- 
quis of Rockingham. They were fo kind 
as to give me the following account. Mr. 
Hewett’s experiments have been chiefly 
upon carrots, lucerne and burnet. He be- 
gan the culture of the firft in the year 
1765, with one acre, which he ploughed 
feven times as a winter fallow; the foil a 
fine light hazel mould, about a foot deep, 
upon a limeftone rock, They were fown 
the middle of Apri/, by hand, in drills one 
foot afunder, with 4/5. and half of feed. 
As foon as they came up they were horfe- 
hoed, which a man and boy did in five 
hours; the weeds that grew among the 
plants were drawn out by hand; after this 
they were horfe-hoed a fecond time, and 
again acrofs the rows, which cut away the 
plants to the diftance of about fix inches 
afunder. The crop was begun to be taken 
Bb 4 up 
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up in Odfober, and continued drawing, as 
wanted; till the middle of March; the 
quantity, fixteen cart-loads, of forty 
bufhels each, or 640 bufhels, which is an 
immenfe crop. Six horfes were kept on 
them through the winter (except when ab- 
fent from home) without oats; performed 
their work as ufual, and looked equally 
well. Some beafts were fatted on them 
and turnips, which evidently preferred 
the carrots, infomuch, that it was foon 
difficult. to make them eat the turnips 
at all. A lean porker was fatted by car- 
rots in ten days time; eat nothing elfe, and 
the fat when killed was very fine, white and 
firm, nor did it boil away in the drefling: 
The quantity of carrots eat, 14 ftone; 

for all were weighed. Hogs in general 
feed upon them with great eagernels. 

In 1766, Mr. Hewett cu Itivated another 
acre, which he managed in the fame man- 
ner, and applied to the fame ufes, with the 
fame fuccefs ; the crop nearly as before. 

In1767,'a third acre cultivated, cleaned, 
ma uled as before; the crop equally good. 

In 1768, he fowed two-acres, but one 
of pei has failed, and are ploughed up 
again; nor is the semgUNNE one equal to 
former crops. 

This 
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This ingenious cultivator is in general _ 
of opinion, that carrots may prove of very 
great ufe; for turnips being fubjeét to the 
fly, and cabbages to rotting, thefe roots 
being liable to neither, may be much bet- 
ter-depended upon. But he thinks the 
care and expence of cultivation too great to 
be profitable toa common farmer. To this 
opinion, however, I can by no means fub- 
{cribe; I have found by experiment, that 
carrots applied to any ufe, are well worth 
more than 1s, a bufhel, era 
Now 640. bufhels at that fateg 

amount to 

Let us in the next place i biet the de- 
duétions to be made. 
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Suppofe rent, Ge. - eeelee-@ ° 
Seven ploughings,- -  - 1s ee 
ec6d4y AD. atid sa: a dees - 5 te 
Sowing’ - - Gis dee 
Harrowing, - - yo Oss BAD 
Three horfe hoeings cannot a-) - 097 6 
mount to ) 
Hand-weeding, - I 10 0 
This is certainly an) ee allow- 
ance, ) 
Digging up, - - 2.1020 
Total expence, | - - oy 15 0 


Amount 


' f ee 9 
Brought over, 


Amount of crop, ~ £32 00 
Expences, - - -— 6 15 0 
Neat profit, «90 abs ig: ° 


Which fum ger acre, I fhould apprehend 
fufficient to fatisfy any man. Nor can 
I poffibly fee why fuch culture fhould 
not anfwer in common, for if the ex- 
pence and care attending five acres of corn, 
or any common crop, be thrown to the 
account of one acre of carrots, yet the far- 
mer will find, it is evident, more than five 
times the profit upon the latter than he 
will ever receive from the former. 

Lucerne, Mr. Hewett cultivated for fome 
time. It was fown in drills 9 or 10 years 
ago, by Mr. Miller’s direction in the Gar- 
dener’s Dictionary, upon the fame foil as 
the carrots were raifed in; for the firft four 
years it was kept perfectly clean from 
weeds, but after that the natural grafs got 
the better of it. Mr. Hewett does not men- 
tion it as a perfect experiment, becaufe the 
feed was fown after four crops without a 
fallow intervening, upon which account it 
certainly had not fair play: cows, he ob- 

ferved, 
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ferved, would eat any fpontaneous growth 
rather than lucerne when fall grown. 

Of burnet he fowed two acres in drills 
two feet afunder, and kept perfectly clean 
for two years; but he found that nothing 
would eat it unlefs abfolutely forced by 
hunger, though he tried all forts of cattle : 
This induced him to let it ftand for feed, 
of which, the product of only one acre, he 
fold as much as brought him 4/. 

Of bird-grafs, he fowed a rood wrth 3 lb. 

of feed at 16s. a lb. the land perfectly 
clean; it was fowed alone, and turned out 
————a mere humbug. 

Sainfoine he fows after a fallow orturnips 
with half a crop of barley, four bufhels of 
feed ; it lafts In common 12 or 14 years. 
It is never mown the firft year, but fed 
with all cattle except fheep: After the firft 
year, always mows the firft growth for hay, 
and generally gets 50 Cwt. per acre, worth 
30s. aton: He gives it to his beafts, cows, 
and horfes; and 1s reckoned a vey great 
improvement. 

The large Scotch cabbage he abate 
in the fol lloras manner: Sows them in 
May, tran{plants twice; the lait time into 
the field in Avgu/? in rows, three feet afun- 

der, 
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der, and two feet from plant to plant ; ufes 
them for feeding cows, and fatting beafts 
and fheep.. The butter, if ufed immedi- 
ately, 1s good, but will not keep 12 hours, 
Six cabbages weighed 10 ftone 7 1b. and 
half, But-the average weight from 8 to 
12 Ib. 

Mr. Farmer's hufbandry ponaie chiefly 
of attempting to perfect the common me- 
thod of culture; which will be feen by his 
way of managing his fallows. He breaks 
up the old ftubble at Michaelmas ; in March 
or beginning of /fri/; ftirs again, makes 
it very fine by the middle of May: After 
every ploughing he rolls it, fometimes with 
a {piky roller, which he finds of great ufe 
in breaking the clods in a dry feafon; it is 
upon the fame conftruction as the Mar- 
quis of Rockingham’s, only the fpikes with 
blunt ends inftead of fharp ones. After 
the rollings, he rakes the field with a horfe 
rake; which 1s made the fame as a com- 
-mon rake for clearing ftubbles of corn, 
only of a confiderable length and ftrength 
_to work by a horfe in fhafts: This ma- 
chine, he draws acrofs the land to clear it 
of twitch, and finds it to anfwer greatly. 
Upon this fallow, he lays | his manure 1n 

Oftober, 
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October, confifting of his yard dung mixed 
in heaps, and ploughing it in, leaves the 
field for barley in the {pring,. when he 
ploughs and fows.at once... He never gets 
efs than fix quarters per acre; with it he 
fows clover, which he mows for hay twice, 
and gains 3 + tons at twice; wheat upon 
the clover, of which he feldom reaps lefs 
than three quarters. The foil is excellent, 
a fine rich loam.worth 30-5. an acre. 

Upon land not light enough for turnips, 
nothing can exceed this hufbandry, which. 
every where deferves imitation; the mak- 
ing the fallow. fine by the middle of May, 
is an admirable plan, and cannot fail. of 
great fuccefs, as it is the only method: of 
rendering the land perfectly clean from 
weeds. But I fhould apprehend the laying 

the dung on before the winter, would en- 
_ danger the falts being wafhed from it by. 
the winter’s rains, notwith{tanding its being 
turned in by the plough, for the weight of 
the fnow and. rain certainly act through 
the loofe moulds, Their method in Effex 
feems to. be preferable, which is to. throw 
the land up in narrow ridges in Oéfoder, 
and to carry the manure on the firft froit , 
“that comes in the fpring, and they leave it 
in heaps on the land till they fow, which 
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is always the firft dry feafon that comes, 
even as foon as February. 

This gentleman’s way of breaking up 
gra{s lands is an excellent one; firft with a 
common plough he ftrikes a furrow, and 
then with a paring one turns into that fur- 
row a flice of the turf two inches thick ; 
after this comes the common plough in the 
fame furrow, and turning the moulds on 
to the turf, buries it; upon this tillage he 
harrows in oats, and gets from 7 to Io 
quarters per acre: After which he fallows. 
The public 1s much indebted to both 
thefe gentlemen for their attention to fuch 
judicious experiments. } 

From Doncaffer to Pontefrast, the foilis of 
various forts, and lets from 75. to 205. an 
acre ; farms continue {mall, in general un- 
det 1007. a year. JI made many inquiries 
into the culture of liquorice around Ponte- 
fract,and found the quantity of land planted 
with it, not fo confiderable as I had been 
informed : It never amounts to 100 acres, 
and oftentimes does not amount to 5o. 
The crown of the bud and the runners. 
(the horizontal fhoots from the root) are 
what they plant, and thefe they procure in 
taking up an old crop. The method of 
planting is this: 

The 
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The land is firft dug three feet and half, 
or four feet deep ; but I fhould inform you, 
that the foilis a fine rich hazel loam, rather 
inclined to fand than clay, but not vifibly 
to either. ‘Then a covering of rotten dung 
is {pread on'the land, which is direétly dug 
in one fpit deep. After this it is formed 
into arched ridges, three feet wide. Upon 
every ridge they plant three rows, one up- 
on the crown, and one on each fide of it. 
The plants on the beft land, four inches 
from each other; but on that which is in- 
different, only three inches. 

The firft year they fow the ground with 
onions or carrots; but this practice, they 
allow, rather hurts the crop. The carrots 
are exceeding fine; all weeds are carefully 
pulled out by hand, fo as to keep the 
ground perfectly clean. In the winter, the 
tops of the liquorice are cut off. 

_ Thé fecond and third years, the planta- 
tion is hoed feveral times, fo as to extir- 
pate all weeds and keep the foil loofe, the 
hoes fix inches wide. It always ftands — 
three years, fometimes four. 

When they dig up the crop, they cut a 
trench as deep as the land was before dug 
(for fo deep the liquorice roots will run) 
and this trench they continue directly 

acrofs 
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acrofs the land; ° when cleared, and the 
roots all picked up by women and children 
as the men proceed, they begin. a fecond 
by it, throwing the moulds: into. the old 
one, and fo.continue throughout the whole 
field, by which means it 1s all dug over to 
the old depth; and. is‘ready with the for- 
mer management for a frefh crop of li- 
quorice; by which means one. digging 
(after the firft) ferves both for. the old and 
new crop. And this is fo great an induce- 
ment to continue the plantation upon the 
fame ground, that many fields have been 
continually cropped’ with it as long back 
as the oldef{ man can remember: In this 
cafe, however, the land requires much 
manuring; new land is the beft. , 

Upon raifing the crop, the plants are 
cut off, and the roots feparate into three 
forts; they fell all together upon an average, 
at 3s. 6s. or 4s. a ftone of 151b; and. 
their crops rife from 150 to #9? {tone ; 
many about 250. 

All the -people cubploved ae Ponte- 
frac in the liquorice plantations-are paid 
by the day, and not as: in» hop-gardens, 
&e, by the piece; this circumftance made 
it dificult to difcover the expences and 

profit 
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profit of an acre of liquorice ; but from the | 

beft intelligence I could gain, it 1s not fat 

~ from the following fketch, 
Their rents rife from 4 /. to 8 /, 7 

5. 2 9 

per acre; commonly about. ¢ 

The coft of the plants from 2s. 
f0 5 per 1000, fay 35. 6d. 
§0,000 plants, at that rate, 
amount to 

The firft digging the land cofts 12.09 

The common digging, we can-+ 
not eftimate, in proportion 
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to the price of the firft, at | es See 
~ lefs than 
Manuring, I calculate at an Rg” BONS 
Striking into beds - 0 10 0 
‘Planting = - 7 - 2id0 
“Weeding the firft year = 2 12 6 
Cutting off the tops  - = OH12°6 
Hand “hocitie the fecond year 7 tie 2, 
Cutting off the tops - - O13 
Hand-hoeing the third year 2 29 
Cutting off the tops - - O35 O 
Digging up, Ge = - bs OO 
61 same 6 
sit the op 2 DOES at eee 
: 35. 94. amounts to, 


Lofs - - ~ i4 9 6 
Vor. I. cre If 
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If the crop is 300 ftone, the account 
will ftand thus. 
300 at 35. 9d. ~ ~ §6r ogra 
Lofs, ~ - io 26 
If 350 is the crop, , the profit will be as 
follows ; 


B50 atigim akin - - 65 13 0 
Expences, ” - ni ky.ag 
Profit, “ Site na. See EES 


From hence we find that the firft crop 
muft be confiderably above the medium to 
pay the expences : With the fecond, third, 
and fo forth, the cafe is different. The 
expences then are thefe, 


“Rent, “ ~ ~ 58 6 
Digging, -_- < Z 0'© 
Manuring, = - AGRE 
Making the beds, ~ o 100 
Planting, - - 2 10 0 
Weeding and hoeing, - 6 16 6 
Cutting the tops, ~ = OES 
Bigot up, Se: “ ° 1400. 

| he 
250 ftone, at 3s. 9 4. - 46 18 o 
Expences, “ ~ a8 7-0 
Profit, - 32 10 6 
Profit, per aun. - PE aes 


And this, I believe, is not exceeded in 
5 common 
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common in the liquorice culture. ‘'The foil 
in general about Pontefraé, is very rich and 
fine, lets much of it fo high as 4058, an 
acre, 205. a common rent, at an ieee a ; 
farms very {mall. 

Metbley, the si of Lord ahr 
about fix miles from this town, is fitted up 
and furnifhed in fo rich a mianner, as to’ 
attract the attention of travellers. The 
ground-floor confifts of a veftibule, a din- 
ing-room, and a drawing-room ; the firft 37 
by 27, with a large bow window; the fe- 
cond 37 by 25, hung with crimfon damafk, 
the ornaments carved and gilt: The ceiling 
in.compartments, ornamented in green gold 
and white.. The chimney-piece very hand- 
fome, the cornice, &c. of white marble, 
the frieze of Szena, with white {crolls on 
it; and fupported by Ionic pillars of Szexa: 
The door and window cafes of white and > 
gold; the cornice of the fame, and the 
frieze green and gold, very elegant. The 
frames of the glafles, fettees, chairs, Ge. 
carved and richly gilt. ee 

Upon the firft floor are three apart- 
ments: The green velvet bed-chamber, 19 
by 18. ‘The chimney-piece, cormthian pil- 
lars of Siena marble, with gilt aa 
The crimfon damafk room, 23 by 18; the 

Or oar ceiling 
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ceiling white and gold in compartments, 
with feftoons of gilding in them in a light 
and elegant tafte; the chimney-piece white 
and Szena marble; in the center, doves in 
bafs-relief, very fine. The ornaments of 
the bed gilt carving ; and the window cur- 
tains covered with fcrolls of the fame in an 
elegant tafte: Adjoining, a {mall drefling- 
room, the ceiling gilt fcrolls on a lead 
white, light and pleafing.——The chintz- 
room, 25 by 18, the ceiling in compart- 
ments with flight fcrolls of gilding, in a 
very pretty tafte. Here are two large and 
very fine India figures, above a yard high, in 
glafs-cafes. A drefiing-room, 18 by 12, 
neatly as well as richly fitted up. I fhould 
remark in general, that the articles of carv- 
ing and gilding are done throughout the 
houfe with much elegance; the doors, 
door-cafes, window-frames, pannels, &c. 
are ornamented in this manner; the ceil- 
ings are in general very elegantly executed, 
the fcrolls of gilding, not crowded, but 
light and neat as well as rich, and the fur- 
niture equally well chofe. The houfe, you 
doubtlefs obferve, 1s not a large one, but it 
is, upon the whole, much better finifhed 
than moft of its fize in the kingdom, and 

| than 
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than many more capital ones. One re- 
mark, however, I fhould add, which is, 
that thofe who goto Methley by Pontefrac, 
muft be extremely fond of feeing houfes, 
or they will not recompenfe the fatigue of 
pafling fuch deteftable roads. They are full 
of ruts, whofe gaping jaws threaten to 
{wallow up any carriage lefs than a wag- 
gon. It would be no bad precaution, to 
yoke half a fcore of oxen to your coach, to 
be ready to encounter fuch quagmires as 
you will here meet with. 

" The foil is rich, and lets at a high 
rent, generally above 20s. an acre, and | 
fome as high as 40s. The farms are 
all fmall, from 20/. to 80/. a year; very 
few rife to 100 /. 

From Metbley, we went to Temple New- 
fbam, the feat of Lord Irwin; the roads in 
many places even worfe than before, but 
the foil better. Rents run up to 50s, an 
acre, but on an average between 205. and 
305.3; farms the fame. Of wheat they get 
from 30to 40 bufhels per acre: Of bar- 
ley, four, five, and fix quarters, 

Lord, Irwin's collection of pictures 

is not only capital, but very nume- 
rous. The following are thofe which 
GG 3 {truck 
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{truck me the moft. I cannot add the maf 
ters, as the perfon who fhews the houfe, 
knows neither the fubject, or painter of 
{carce any ; a circumf{tance to be regretted, 
when a catalogue is {9 eafily written for the 
information of the curious traveller; one 
advantage however attends it, which 1s the 
certainty, that one’s remarks are mere feel- 
ings, and never the praife or cenfure which. 
the world attaches to names. | 
enlibshea breakfaft-room, 92 by. 27, are, 
Za Bachanalian-piece: ‘Fhe attitude’ of the 
naked woman, .in the front ground, 
_ fine;.and the figures well ehgpeds 
An Afirologer. Very fine. . 
In the crimfon damafk bed-chamber. 
Prefent Dutche/s of Grafton ; a. portrait. 
The very firft fight of this picture 1 will 
extort from you, 
Grace was in all her Reps, heaven in 
“< her eye: 
In every gefture, dignity and love.” 
The whole figure excellent. The at- 
titude. aftonifhingly {pirited and ele- 
gaut; the air of the head, the beauty 
of the face and haw, inimitable. An 
exquifite piece. 
Landjeape with figures. The woman, im 
white, good ; the water very bad. 
In 
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In the drefling-room. 

Large Landfeapes. Very fine. 

Dead Game. Excellent. 

_ Landfcape. Yapprehend by Baffan. Rectig 
but ugly exprefiion. | 

Sea-piece. Fine. 

In the green dreffing-room. 

Landfcape. Rocks, and every thing green. 

AA ftorm. Fine. 

A large battle-piece. Strong expreffion ; I 
fuppofe by Borgognone. 

Group of borfemen, with rocks. The wild 
manner of Salvator Rofa. 

Lot and bis Daughters. Colours and atti- 

_ tudes very fine. 

Battle-piece. Spirited. 

Ditto. Ditto. 

Sleeping woman ; fatyrs, &c. Good: In the 
{tile of Rubens. . 

Landfcape. Middling. 

In the blue damafk dreffing-room. 

Boys. Charity and her hie children in- 
troduced; the brilliancy of the co- 
lours exceeding fine; the boys very 
well done. 

Cephalus and Procris. Fine. 

Two battle-pieces. Round ones; amazingly 
{pirited, | 

Cen Twe 
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Two pieces of dead game. Inimitable. 

Two finall pieces on copper. Inone a decol~ 
lation by a female figure, with a cy- 
meter in her hand: Perhaps Hob- 
phernes. The colours and finifhing 
prquilites (40:2 dite 2a : 

Landfcape. A water-fall; very fine. 

Group of boys. fnishitable, 

Sea-piece. igs amene 

Two final pictures, groups of horfemen. Vety 

_ fine: The fpirited manner of Sa/vator 
and Borgognone. 

A calm. Pretty. 

A large landfcape. rocks and trees dark, 
but expreflive. : | 

In the galler ys avery fine room, 108 by 

28, are 

Two large battle-pieces. Exceeding fine. 

Landfcape under one of the above, acalm 
evening. Very fine; the boor on an 
afs, exquifitely done; colours, expref- 
fion, attitude, and cattle excellent, 

Ditto. Its companion. The figures, rocks, 

_ and broken trees admirable, 

Group of Lorfemen on a bridge. The lights 
{trong ; and the expreflion fpirited, 

Jes Companion, Ditto. 

Pes er honk’ Storm 
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Storm among rocks; and the companion, 

_ Surprizing expreffion, 

Fruit. Excellently done. 

A baptifin. Very fine colours. | 

Defcent from the Crofs. This is in the ftile 

. of Albert Durer : The minute expref- 
fion refulting from high finithing, 
amazing; but the draperies (except 
the gauze linen) dreadful. 

Battle at fea. Very fine. , 

Two rocks with figures. Very wild and dark, 
but nobly touched : If they are not by 
Salvator, they are worthy of him. 
Large piece of birds. Spirited; the colours 

excellent. 

Two large pieces, a form among rocks, and 
a raging torrent. A wild and very 
noble expreffion. 

- Holy family. In the ftile of Carlo Marrat; 
the boy admirably fine. Her coun- 
tenance good, but the draperies heavy 
and difgufting. 

Large landfcape. In a dark fille; but the 

_ light through the trees, and on the 
woman very fine: The general blucifh 
caft unnatural. 

Hunting the wild-bcar. Strong expreflion. 

Two pieces of fruit, &c. Very fine. 

cee | Two 
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Two landfcapes. In the ftile of Poufine. 
Landfcape with rocks and buildings. The 
tree on the left fide, exquifite: The 


keeping fine. 
Its companion. ‘Trees and buildings excel- 
lent. 


Prometheus. Great. 

Ai large fhipewreck. Amazingly fpirited in 
the figures; and a general horror 
nobly exprefied. 

A water-fall. Is companion: The figures, 
trees, and general wildnefs, eerie 3 
ly fine. 

A landfcape; under ditto. Admirably fine. 
The general effect of the clear obfcure : 
The calm majefty of the fcene; the 
fpirit of the figures, architecture, &c. 
incomparable : ba ti the pencil of 
Poufine. 

Portrait of a Scotch Lord. Excellent ex- 
preflion. 

Ditto of Mr. Scarborough. Good. 

Ditto of a man writing. Great expreffion ; 
in the manner of Rembrandt. 

Fruit-fkop. "Excellent. 

“fane Shore. ‘The minute expreffion of the 
naked, and the gauze drapery 1s afto- 
nifhingly ‘fine. The finifhing of the 
breafts and limbs, furprizing. 

Europa. 
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Europa. It feems in the ftile of Rubens; 
fine: ‘The colours excellent. 

A fupper. ‘The lights, and ugly expreffion, 
fine: It is in the manner of Schalken. 

Mofes firiking the rock. The colours bad ; 
the group, and figures quite Dufeb. 

Shadrech, Mefbach, and Abednego. Prodigious 
fine, 

Two boys beads. Amazingly fine ; the turn, 
attitude, and expreflion great. 

Two pieces of horfes. Fine. 

Portrait of the Earl of Holland. Admirable. 

Holy Family. A large pictere in the ftile 
of Rubens. Nothing can be finer than 
the boys; the principal one is inimt- 
table; the head and face of the /7zr- 
gin very fine, but fomewhat too ele- 
gant for Rubens. A very capital pic- 
ture. 

Two fall battles. 

A dead Chri. Amazingly fine. 

Two fea-pieces. Fine. 

Architecture. An arch and a landfeape 
through it. The arch fine. 

A prieft holding a crucifix. Yexcellent. 
“fofeph and our Saviour. Fine; fomething 
in the manner of Carlo Marratt. 
Rachel, “fofeph and silage Fine, but 

a Sa : 
Architecture 
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Architecture and figures. Exceedingly fine. 

Chrift praying in the garden. The colouring 
and attitude inimitable; but the lights 
unnaturally diffufed: I fhould fup- 
fuppofe it of the fchool of Carrach. 

Its companion. A figure praying, vile dra- 
pery; but the reft fine, 

Lord Irwin. Very good. 

A group of dancing boys: F inifhed with a 
glow and brilliancy, beyond expref- 
fion, The attitudes exquifite: The 
colours aftonifhingly fine; the land- 
{cape beautiful; but the lights ftrange- 

_ dy diffufed. 

Diana, in two pieces. Clumfey as ever Ry- 
bens painted. 

Portrait of Sir Arthur Ingram. Good ; but 
a wretched attitude. 

A fruit-piece. Fine. _ 

A finall picture of many figures. It fomewhat 
refembles the manner both of Bor- 
gognone and Baffan; fine. 

Its companion, a woman reading. Quite 

Dutch ideas, figures and drapery. 

Cattle-piece ; (over the library door). Fine. 

Architecture; (under the large fea-piece), 
Very fine and bold, 

The Meer aay is a very handfome room, 
divided 
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divided by Corinthian pillars. It is 24 

fquare. In the chapel is an altar-piece, 

fomewhat curious: A laft fupper. The 

figure of Chriff has the countenance of a 

clown; the group is wretched ; one of the 

apoftles is in a tye-wig, and another’s hair 
would do exceedingly well for a bag. 

From Temple Newfham to Ferry Bridge, 
land lets, at an average, about 20s. anacre, 
the arable about 10s. Farms in general 
{mall; but one man occupies 800 acres; 
an inftance however very unufual. 

At Byrom, the feat of Sir ‘fohn Ramfden, 
are feveral pictures, which will give no 
flight entertainment to thofe who are fond 
of painting: Among others here are, in 
the dining-room, 36 by 25, 

Rubens. Boys, with a feftoon of fruit by 
Snyders. Moft capital; nothing can 
be finer than the attitudes and {weet 
expreffion of the boys: The group is 
{ketched with all imaginable elegance. 

_ The faces and hair incomparable. — 

Spaniels on the fcent. An admirable fpirit 
in the attitudes of the dogs, The 
partridge in the air very fine. 

A water-fall with rocks. Amazingly fine. 
The foam of the water incomparable. 

the 
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the rocks nobly majeftic ; the colours 
excellent; the figures fine and well 
placed; their attitudes ftriking ; and 
the general keeping and br illiancy 
very pleafing. I fhould {uppofe it by 
Poujine. | 

Water fowl. Fine. 

AA Mufician. It 1s Titian in that rhaneiter ; 
{aid at Kiveton (where 1s another). tobe 

_ by himfelf. The colours and attitudes 
are good: The diffufion of hght bad. 

An hunting-piece. The {pirit of the dogs. 
excellently catched; the colouring is 
likewife good. But the figures are. 
thrown into a eorner, as if they had 
nothing to do. with the {port; but 
cattle was the painter's forte. 

In the drawing-room, 30 by 16, . 

AA large land{cape. Cattle going over a 
bridge ; incomparably fine: The co- 
lours very lively, without being taw- 
dry. The general brilliancy excellent. 
The tree amazingly fine: The cattle - 

good: The figures clegantly grouped; 
The bridge, water, ec. inimitable. 
It may be called, La delle Nature.—— 
Perhaps se Luccarelli,—Under it, 


Dead 
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Dead game. The partridge very natural. 

Landfcape. A glowing heat; very fine: 
The finifhing exanulite light through 
the trees, re, | 

Fruit with a Tankard, &c. Very well done. 

AA Fox with a dead Fowl, Excellent. . 

A dead Hare, &c. Fine. The greyhound’s 
head good; but not curiofity enough 

in his nofe, | | 

Two Landjcapes, (Over the doors) Fine. 
The figures elegantly grouped: That 

_ of the lake and trees very pleafing, 

A large Battle, Great fire and {pirit, - 

Two fall Landfeapes. Colours admirable ; 
the rocks and foreft fublimely grand: 

Butterflies and Leaves, Exceedingly well 
finifhed. 

A Nativity. Very graceful and pleafing ; 
the Virgin’s countenance fine, and her 
attitude eafy and natural. If the 
hands areany rule to judge by, Ifhould 
fuppofe this piece by Parmegiano. 

A Venetian Profpeét, Brilliant and fine: - 
It is in Canaleiti’s manner. 

Two Pieces, Companions; one of Fruit- 
women: The colours very good, The 
other 4 Woman milking a Goat, &c. 

Fine 3 
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Fine; but not fo brilliant. But the 

_ cattle very well done: 

Marchionefd of Rockingham (over the chim- 
ney). The attitude elegant, and dra- 
pery good. 

Two Heads; Oliver Cromwell, and another, 
its companion 

I obferved about Byrom much fandy land, 
which feemed of an excellent ftaple, and 
great quantities of turnips, Sir ‘foha — 

Ramfden ufes the fame machine for hoeing 

them as I have already defcribed near 

Grantham: Its better'than no hoeing, and 

that is all that can be faid for it, I fhould 

not, however, forget to remark, that this 
gentleman once raifed a turnip in the field 
that weighed 42/4, a fize which, I fuppofe, 
was never equalled, The fand is ex- 
cellent, lets at 20s. an-acre, and would 
yield immenfe crops of carrots; which 
would be found by far the moft profitable 
ufe it could be applied to, Cabbages, Sir 

‘Fobr has cultivated with fuccefs: His pre- 

fent crop is of a vigorous growth, large 

fize, and bids fair for yielding an immenfe 
produce, | 
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The foil between Ferrybridge and Howden, 
(which is in the road I before travelled) 
confifts chiefly of fand; it is very indiffe- 
rently cultivated : Turnips they fow in fome 
quantities, but feldom hoe them. 

And now, Sir, as I am fetting off for the 
North-Riding, you will here allow me to 
conclude this long letter. 


Iam, &e. 


Enp of the First VoLuMe. 


: | Fuft Publifbed. 
Written by the Author of the foregoing Work. 
Price 5 s. fewed, or 6s. bound. Handfomely printed in 
Oégtavo; the Second Edition, corrected and enlarged, of 


Pw? HE FARMER’s LETTERS to the PEOPLE of 

ENGLAND. Containing the Sentiments of a Prac- 
tical Hufbandman on various Subjects of great Importance ; 
particularly, the Exportation ok Corn. The Balance of 
Agriculture and Manufactures, The prefent State of Huf- 
bandry. The Circumftances attending large and fmall 
‘Farms. The prefent State of the Poor. The Price of Pro- 
vifions. ‘The Proceedings of the Society for the Encou- 
ragement of Arts, &c. The Importance of Timber and 
Planting. Emigrations to the Colonies. The Means of 
promoting the Agriculture and Population of Great Britain, 
&c. &c. To which is added, Sytvm; or, Occafional 
‘Tracts on Hufbandry and Rural Oeconomics. 


Teftimonies in favour of thefe Letters. 
From the Monthly Review. 

— ‘“* We fhall not enter into a particular Difcuffion of 
their various Merits; but conclude this Article with ex-~ 
prefling our warmeit Approbation of the Book in general ; 
which we heartily wifh may be read with that Attention 
and Regard, which it highly deferves.”’ 


From the Gentleman's Magazine. 

<< "Too much cannot be faid in Recommendation of thefe 
Letters. Our Nozitiry and great Statesmen fhould 
read them, as the Writer has delivered his Opinion on 
Subjects which nearly concern his Fellow Subjects as an 
independant People, and every Enjoyment in Life as any 
People at all. 

Our Representatives fhould read them, not for 
their own Sakes as Individuals only, but as Legiflators, in 
order to confirm themfelves from this Mafterly Chain of 
Keafoning in the true Principles of Legiflation and Go- 
vernment, 

“* Our Farmers, let their Stock of Knowledge from 
Experience be as great as their Vanity would have it, may 
yet gather from ‘thefe Letters many Things ufeful, and 
iome that will well reward them for the lime they employ 
in the Perufal. 

© The MANuFACTURER, the leaf likely of any to hope 
for Infiruction from fuch a Work, will not wholly read 
them in vain. 


ve This 


coe 


*« This able Writer has with great Force of Argument, 


founded upon juft and folid Principles, endeavoured to 


yemove thofe popular Prejudices which at this critical 
‘Time are the moft prevalent.” 


‘Jaft publifhed in 8vo, Price 5s. fewed; or 6s. bound; 
A fecond Edition, corrected and enlarged, of 


SIX WEEKS TOUR through the SOUTHERN 
COUNTIES of ENGLAND and WALES. 
Defcribing particularly, 
1. The prefent State of Agriculture and Manufactures. 
‘.2. The different Methods of cultivating the Soil. 3. The 
Succefs attending fome late Experiments on various Graf- 


{es, &c, -4. The various Prices of Labour and Provifions. 


5. The State of the working Poor in thofe Counties, 
wherein the Riots were moft remarkable. 

With DESCRIPTIONS and COPPER PLATES of fuch 
new invented ImpLemMentTs of HusBanDry, as deferve to 
‘be generally known: Interfperfed with Accounts of the 
SEATs of the Nopiniry and Gentry, and other Ob- 
jects worthy Notice. 


In feveral Letters to a Friend. 
By the AUTHOR of Tue Farmers Letrers. 


tS In this fecond Edition, the Author has inferted fome 
frefh Information ‘he received of new Improvements in 
Hufbandry in the neighbourhood of the Rout, with other 
confiderable Additions, which he hopes will render it 
raore acceptable to the Public ; and be found to co-operate 
entirely with his original Defign of extending the Know- 
ledge of Britifh Agriculture, 

The following Remarks are extracted fromthe Account given 
of this Performance in the Monthly Review. 

*¢ To infift on the Propriety of knowing our own Coun- 
try, before we inquire after others, would be an Infult on 
common ‘Senfe, andif a Gentleman can be fuppofed to 
have any Views in travelling, beyond the meer Amufe- 
ments of the Journey, (in which latter Cafe he would do his 
Country a negative kind of Credit, by ftaying at tlome) 

it may be doubted whether, taking all Circumftances to- 
gether, he can travel over the Extent of Ground compre- 
hended in this partial ‘Tour now under our View, in any 


other Land, Italy perhaps excepted, which would afford , 


an equal Degree of Entertainment to an intelligent 
Mind.- 


«© Though 


paesirts.”’ 


_. © Though ‘our Author’s Attention was principally 
directed tothe important Articles of Agriculture, &c. yet 
he has fhewn himielf not unacquainted with, or rigidly 
infenfible to, the more alluring Objects of the polite 


«Fhe Authors of the Review, conclude the Article in the 


ie Sellowing Words, 


~* * On the whole, we cannot help recommending the 
Work, and the Views with which the Writer travelled : 
and if the fame, or any other intelligent Perfon, would 
make the northerly and more remote Parts of the Ifland, 
the Objects of a like Tour, it would be as amufing, and 


- far more ufeful, than the common idle Trips to the Con- 


tinent.” 


‘The following Paffage, charaeriftic of this Work, is tranf- 

lated from a foreign Literary Journal. 

«The Title of this Work is long, but we find the Work 
** itfelf too fhort. It is full of ufeful and interefting Ob- 
“* fervations upon divers Subjects mentioned in the Title. 
** The Author who is profoundly verfed in every Thing 
“‘ that concerns rural Oeconomy and Agriculture, is 
“* alfo a Man of Wit and Tafte: and the Defcriptions 
«* which he gives of many fine Seats in the Country, fhew 
“« that he has a great Knowledge of the fine Arts, and 
© particularly of ArchiteCure. 

Bibliotheque des Sciences, &c. Lome vingt-neuvieme ; prem, 


‘part. p. 215. 
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